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To Chinese Readers

Our intention in writing this book has been to raise what we think
are some of the most important analytical questions about economic devel-
opment in poor couniries. We have attempted to collect and interpret mod-
els that shed light on economic conditions , particularly in the rural and
informal sectors of very poor countries. Throughout the text, we empha-
size the extraordinary diversity of experience to be found across the globe’s
poor countries and thus we caution against facile application of the par-
ticular models that we describe. Instead , we hope that readers will probe
into the ideas that lay behind the models themselves , and learn the tools
that have proven to be so useful in understanding this rich diversity of ex-

perience .

We are very grateful to Peking University Press, Ms. Wen Jie,
the Editor of the series at for arranging for the translation of Development
Microeconomics , and to Mr. Tao Ran for his work in doing the trans-
lation. Our hope is that this enterprise will make some of the ~ flowers”
of development economics more accessible to scholars and students of de-

velopment in China .

Pranab Bardhan
Christopher Udry
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