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Preface

Since the 20th century, the flourishing development of mod-
ern science and technology has converged into a mighty torrent,it
is pushing human society into a brand-new information times.

The progress of science and technology is promoting the de-
velopment of the times,and meanwhile the times development is
calling the support of science and technology too. In the middle of
the 20th century,the modern communication theory was already
established based on Shannon Information Theory. Under the
guidance of the theory,the development of the information tech-
nology is all along rapid, it lets people know that the genuine
meaning of the information is that the information is not only re-
sources, but also wealth. With the enhancement of human infor-
mation idea,people urgently wish to further know and hold the
information essence and motion law. In the past of more than 20
years, information theory research has broken through the area
of narrow sense for Shannon Information Theory,a new broad
sense information theory has been applied and extended to almost
all society and nature area. As everyone knows,it is a new and
developing science subject—“Information Science”.

With the coming of 21st century, human society will enter
into a highlevel information period. The socialist modern con-
struction for the country will go into a high degree of develop-

ment stage. The cause of science and technology for our country



Preface 5

will show more thriving and prosperous scene.

This book is composed of two parts, “Information Times”
and “Information Science”. The goal of the book is to introduce
that the information science theory is put under the big back-
ground environment of the information period so that the readers
can know and grasp the knowledge of the modern information
science, and to inspire people who have interest in further ex-
ploiting information science theory.

All recounting of the “Information Times”, which is run
though a bright clue of the increments of people’s recognition , re-
quirement and application for the information, introduces the
main signs,basic characteristic,and development prospect of the
information times,as well as the new change of people’s living
environment brought by the information society. In addition ,this
part also describes, as master of the age, people should make
proper preparation on the science knowledge and the view of val-
ue.

The “Information Science” systematically introduces the es-
sential content,theory system and research state of the informa-
tion science,and specifies that the difficulties and key points on
the information science theory should be surmounted while peo-
ple further exploit and adopt the information resource, expand
the human intellect and latent capacity in the future. In addition,
the part also introduces the pith and marrow of information sci-
ence methodology ;and from the point of view of the relations a-
mong the information,thought and knowledge it inquires the re-
lationship between information and human wisdom,and new in-

spiration of people’s abstract thought and philosophy ideology
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brought by the development of the information science.

The book makes every effort to simplify the description of
the theory,and makes it easy to understand by characters. It is
suitable for reading and referring of professional personnel,scien-
tific administration personnel and vast amateurs.

The author of the book consulted a lot of good,well-known
writings and articles during the period of compilation and writ-
ing, and dissolved her research idea and achievement in recent
years. Of course,it is hard to avoid all deviations and insufficien-
cies,and the writer wishes that the readers will give their direc-
tions.

The author of the book also wishes to take the opportunity
to thank all of the relevant experts, editors and publishers for

their help in this book edition.
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