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Abstract

Studv on the higher education tuition policy and the policy
to provide assistance to students is a field of applied study in
Higher Education Science. The major purpose of the study is to
provide theoretical basis for colleges and universities to make
the tuition policy and the policy to provide assistance to stu-
dents. This article is presented in 8 Chapters and, except the
preface and the conclusion, dwells on the history of Chinese
policies on college tuition and assistance to students, interna-
tional comparative analysis, investigation and interviews, policy
basis, dimension of tuition, and implementation of tuition and
assistance policies.

Most of the countries in the world have higher education
tuition policies. The development of higher education has proved
that implementation of the higher education tuition system pro-
motes the development of higher education. The tuitions collect-
ed do not only vary greatly in different countries, but also in
their proportion in the higher education cost. The most common

proportion of the tuition in the higher education cost is 20% to
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30% . The proportions are different with the difference in tradi-
tional customs and present policies of different countries. Most
countries provide loans and scholarships to help students while
collecting tuitions.

China has customs of collecting tuitions in its history. The
survey suggests that Chinese higher education tuition policy is
acceptable by people of all walks of life. In the Hearing of High-
er Education Tuition, the issue under the heated debate is not
whether the tuition should be collected, but how much should
be collected.

According to the cost allocation theory, the student, direct
beneficiary of the higher education, and his/her family should
bear the higher education cost equivalent to the benefits he/she
receives. This article adopts the ratio of the weighted per capita
disposable income to the per capita GDP as the ratio for higher
education cost allocation. The total higher education cost is de-
rived by combining the higher education cost paid by the college
of university and the living expenses by the student with the
consideration of the rate of return on investment in higher edu-
cation. The cost is allocated in light of the above allocation pro-
portions and when the living expenses paid by the student are
deducted, we get the standard tuition the student should pay.

The standard tuition is the reference for colleges and universi-



ties to decide the tuition levels for specific specialties. The upper
limit tuition is based on the greatest endurance of the society
and sets the maximum tuition. The lower limit tuition is to set
the lowest level of tuition and to prevent any blind competitions
that ignore costs. These three tuition standards comprise the di-
mension of the higher education tuition. The education adminis-
trative department, the price administrative department and the
financial department of the provincial government shall jointly
publish the three tuition standards periodically. Colleges and u-
niversities shall independently decide their specific tuitions for
various specialties in light of the standard tuition within the
range between the upper limit and lower limit tuitions and re-
ceive the supervision from the People’ s Congress, the People’s
Political Consultative Conference and public opinions. The price
administrative department shall supervise the implementation of
the tuition policies in accordance with the law. While collecting
the tuition, we shall speed up the establishment of the assistance
system comprised mostly of State loans to students, so as to pro-
mote equal education opportunity and ensure smooth reform of
the tuition system.

Key Words: Tuition Assistance to students Study of policies
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