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Unit One

Background Knowledge

1. FEEHFRE(Cupid) :

EFDRIEY, LI RE WA ETZ T (son of Venus, goddess of love), il
FER IS, MR & 3 Eros(Eros, god of love). fZiRH, Ik WA T MM £,
HESGE FERE EFPRE CH. 0ES%H 7 4 H (shot golden arrows
into the hearts of persons)., — OB EEFTHT, ATTRSFES G3EHERAA
R E T (causing them to fall deeply in love).

2. B ¥(Q points or scores) ;

IQ(intelligence quotient) H 3 [ “% & (Lewis Terman) + 1961 £ Y R . ©
EREWHEILERBASFB AMEMPEKE., MRy gk, 8386
FA(1Q Test) FI B M A E B F 8 (mental age) , )5 AE HERS (RN, H)
BxLL B SR EE 88, TR |0 100, £/ S R 28 W 53 B (TQ points or scores ), 1T — %
BB AN BT X (B (average) BE 2 100, B A H BEHUH RE —EXNRR
.

Text A How I Got Smart

I . Notes to the Text -

1..2. Who else but a boockworm, with none of the nomal kid's terdency to play rather than
study, would grow up to be a teacher anyway? PR T X EEFBETRFATX —
REERBRFZH, AR KB Y EME?

1) with none of = without
2) grow up to be: KK A

L.6. I've tried desperately to explain to my studenls that the image they have of me as an
enthusiastic devotee of beoks and homework duning my adolescence was a bit oul of
focus. FK3G S 2R R M1 R F MUMHE —E AT ARl

Pl



L.12.

L17.

L.27.

L.30.

L.31.

AGX -EHEAKRIEM.
1) they had 52 i A 4] #E 1 “ the image”
2) The image wus a bit out of focus. FIREH FMEEIE . AR KO FE
BEMI A 1% . out of focus L FFH in focus( i MF) -

3) enthusiastic: intense, eager, zealous % PO, AIEMR
4) devotee: (B 5 of #EM ) cnthusiast TEIA , Z4 &, TR &
e.g. devotee of classical music (5 BLF IR )5 religious devotee (F G )
But in my sophomore year, something beautiful and exciting happened. Cupid aimed
his arrow and struck me right in the heart, {B BFI T8 54 FiF L#EE AL
WEREET . B2 ETHAL,
1) sophomore: -fitHE K% " FHK ., BA P RA N TER",
2) “Cupid aimed his arrow and struck me right in the heart” B 7" AZF "
3) right: just; straight 1E4F, B % ih
My princéss sal near the pencil sharpener, and that year [ ground up enough pencils
to fuel a campfire. FAY(TIT )N ERICHERHH, CHTRIZE)HB—FER
H4s %, R DURE — R K,
to fuel a campfire; AE XEIFFEETORIE . fuel: 2. 1o pmvide with fuel 4t 1L
AR, ImpRE
e.g. (D Aireraft sometimes fuel while in the air. S¥LEBFTEAS P .

(@) The car is heing fuelled in preparation for the race. BB¥AZE RN ,

HER.
It was a smile that signaled hope and made me temporarily forgel the intellectual gulf
that separated us. P KRG R TR EAD, LR E 0 AR AT
BRI .
that. . .us: BEFEBEMAN), Hi “that separated us’ 72 7 H M A “ gulf”,
T schemed desperately to bridge that gulf. 83 ;%  EEHIFHMEE,
1} scheme: make or schedule plans, especially secret ones R, 3 %)
2) bridge that gulf; make a bridge over that gap. % AIEBURS R 35 0. fill tha
gap; stop that gap; close that gap %,

e.g. @D A great gulf opened before us, TEFRNER R IT—HHEN .

@ T bridged a gap in the conversation by telling a joke. R HF T %48 , fif iR

EARE T

A sign in the window announced that the store was offering the first volume of a set of

encyclopedias at the special price of 29 cents. HH LEEAEAR 2B aHE



L.37.

I..46.

L.53.

L.5%.

L.&6%.

firh 29 K41,
volume ; %,

- 1 purchased Volume I--Aardvark to Astervid—and begun my venture into the world

of knowledge, X T H —¥. EEM Aardvark ( £ HK) B Asteroid(/DITE ).
ZJE A GG A R AR TR T e
1) B8 2He & HERER TR
2) venture; adventure £
[ would become Chief Brain in English [[ and sweep my princess off her feet with a
surge of erudition. & € MM T 1Ty Z By 20 -F, BLFR M1 iy 22 11948 1 A9 IR
Lo
1} sweep sb. off sh.’s feet; make sb. feel suddenly and strongly attracted to you in

a romantic way 1836 A & 2 {.0-
2) with a surge of erudition: %) &2 i 1E 7 AR 55, 1 15 99 18 30 18 sweep” .

surge: rapid increase 55K , BE1¥
[ breathed a sign of relief. X FTHIMEF V11X,
breathe: vr. exhale, send out as breath FE ) , R 214
e.g. (U They say the new general is able to breathe courage into the amy. 7 Z#B

AR B4 TR AR 4 BANR B/
@ Will the new general manager be able to breathe new life into the company?
XA B ETHRE T BE4 A A H B E 7
@ He really breathes fire when he gets angry! fi— £ S EL KA FE.

A few days later, during a fire drill, T casually went up to her and asked. JLK 7,
£ - WRIHBTEA F L, RIBAR G HGE AT .
1) fire drill s 35 B U &5 , & 2R 38R 111 25
2} go up to sh. ; FE KA @I
The climate is forbidding. There are no trees on any of the 100 or more islands in the
goup. “UEMEESE, FIF 100 £49 %05, RRE A,
1) forbidding: repellent, uninviting 34565, BT A, 5 AME(E) £ W
2) the group: XMEEY
One day 1 was browsing through the library. I spolled Debbic sitting at a table, ab-
sorbed in a crossword puzzle, She was frowning, apparently stumped on a word. —
R AEERBRMWRE BT, BB LA S AT, 2 BT ViR, M
BIE k, BARRKEAN TR
1) browse through, HIYE(H P



L.76.

i..82.

L.&9.

2) spot sh. doing sth. ZH(E S EAME S, “put"NELENREMNE
Preh Al B =1 ok, B AR B A R K (Lo single out) s ER AR
EA" X EEPMELA TR, M BRR—T 8 —H,

e.g. He was spotted leaving the building soon afterwards, 5T A ,HAE K ith

EH R .

3) absorbed in a crossword # stumped on u word F A 2L 2543 {898 B 1R AR E , B
B R (BRI, T Ay # R R A

Dehbie filled in the blanks, then tumed to stare at me in amazement, B H. 7825 48

NEA T, M Lok A F T HR,

1) 6ill in the blanks: B SR T EIE AT HIRA BN BHEA.

2) in amazement; 4 iA)EEEE T AR R, 1% 16 1E 3018 “stare” . amazement; a
great surprise 3018 AR50 JOL B A

3) stare at: BEFK, EM

e.¢. He stared at the word trying 1o remember what it meant. {EHT FH X ~218, 5

JrfieREMEE,

. And so it went, that glorious, jovous, romantic sophomore vear, B YGHEEAIE 7o i

B RS —FERXENET .,

1) “it”" B LY ) F 5 & ) £ 15 “that glorious, joyous, romantic sophomore year”

2) went = went hy (B [i] )id 3

In the classroom, too, 1 was gradually making my presence felt, TE#%E B, R 0&

it K FZREBRWIEE,

The albatross measures as long as four feet and has the greatest wingspread of any

bird . & X B R IA 4 TER, HRIE A & 2R F 2 B

measure; v. find the measurement & ;W& 3f &

e.g. (U The largest measured wave in history rose in the Pacific Ocean to a height of
thirty-four meters. Jh S MBI B K BRERKTEPERL 34X,

2 Mother measured me to see what size of dress I should have. BEGRE

R PR EFL KBHARMN.

. What I failed to perceive was that Debbie all this while was going steady with & junior

from a neighboring school—a baskethall player with a C* average, TR HFEELHE|
KRB -HERSE R EEN L fih B v RS T P i B R BA
B,

1) go steady with: date sh. exclusively (§518)[F 77 444

2} all this while (all the while): odv. —F[ 5%




L.105.

L.107.

L.110.

L.114.

Like Agamemnon but with less drastic consequences, thank God. FE{RFI{M{T 4

— R AR, R e RARA A28

drastic: severe, violent AU IRENHS B

e.g. Drmstic reduction in employment is needed to improve the economic efficiency
of the firm. AR TEANER R, MIBELFRE.

In time I recovered from my wounds. 2T, 3 MIEFEAG R P i 3k,

in time; some time or other, eventually 23 —Eiffal 5 , K&

Although the original incentive was gone, 1 continued poring over the encyclope-

dias, as well as an increasing number of other books. UM HBERCUARERF

T, BNREBOHVERE R RECEREN K BE,

pore over: study or give close attention to {usu. something written or printed) 1 4H

Hh A i3

e.g. Many hours wete spent in the library poring over musty documents. — i% &F
JUA~/bEt 7E B 0 B A7 40 8 DR A R B I SRR N

“A listle. . .Pierian spring” . So wrote. .. “—&HIF#F , MEER . FFHIRE,

BURHAEM S RBFER " EH LK -HEBXEEHE,

1) Pierian spring: 75 M RATEE .

2) So B LI LA,

Il . Useful Words and Expressions

H i Him) smart  desperately sign radiate temporarily volume venture forbid

B A4 out of focus on the contrary all at once  beyond one’s wildest dreams

spot  oriental  alter

the apple of sb.’s eye sweep sb. of his/her feet make quite an impres-
sion get sth, in play into sb.’s hands file into hang on feed on
have trouble (in) doing sth. invest in in time

8 15 i)
1. smart; a. (D clever, intelligent B Ay, A B @ stylish, fashionable & 7
R, REAN, WEY

e.g. O He’s a smart businessman . -7 & AR A,

v,

@ You lock very smart in that new shirt. FREAA G #28 L LR,

1o feel or give or cause sharp pain or mental distress %

e.g. The chlorine made his eves smant. FS BB EFHHEZL



n. sth. causing mental hurt or distress fHRAS B , O H.LHE
e.g. He felt the smart of their insult for many days. 5% 7 {8418 B8, ft &F JL X &
P ST,
. desperately: ad. (U in a reckless manner Hf &y Hu, ANJSU- - 40 #, 45 22 Hb
@) extremely I 5 Hb
e.g. (D Father wanted desperately to get the job to provide for a large family. 3318
B OIR G TR R FIE - RE A
(2) Mother was desperately anxious about the safety of her son. 3+ 5r4R.0 L
FHELE,
. sign; n. mark, object or symbol used to represent sth, 5 , %% F5 &R,
TR
e.g. (1) He made a sign for me to follow him. A REEFMGE),
@ The sign by the road said “No Parking.” BN M T BH B IHEE",
(@ The “Detector” sent the information back to the earth that there’s no sign of
life on the Mars. K 2FMB/EARFE , KE LBAEMIBR.
v. @ uffix one’s signature to 2 (%) @ make known ¥ 3 communicate by
gestures 7 &,
e.g. (1) The couniries concemed all agreed 1o sign the peace deal . 64 E#5H &
% FEXAF i,
@ She signed the child to be quiet. MR FE FETHT %,
@ All this signs rejuvenation of agriculture. X -~ YJEW A E RAMEE 7.
. radiate; v. (D emit rays of light, heat etc. KK, 8 & O spread from a central
point 32 57
e.g. (U On hearing the good news, she radiated joy. IFBXEFH BB, METE RS %
o
@ All the roads radiate from the center of the town. BT f)E B &8 B M T o0
) #H 4R S P K o
. temporarily: ad. not permanently I & Ht , 27 0 #b _
e.g. (U After the quake, shelters were temporarily set up in the village. % B
Y i P BT AR AN
& Do you like being employed or holding a post temporarily in my company?
BB AR L AHEOE =R T8 2 e e 3R ER?
(& The daily flight to Dallas has heen temporarily suspended . & K ¢ K R HF
F A BE T 1%



6. volume: n. (O a collection of written or printed sheets bound together %, M

@ amount B (D loudness F &
e.g. (U That Britamnica Encyclopedia was in twenty volumes, MEKETR 2HF

20 %,
@ The volume of this container is 200 cubic meters. X T ZF AT E R 200
EYAp . N

3 She tumed down the volume on the radio. # /DT HEIH S E.

@ Recently the volume of business with Japan has increased. ¥T#i 5 HA<# %
M T o

& T more and more cars run in the street, a large volume of peisonous gas will
be given off, polluting the atmosphere. WM AKX XK/ NMREFEBWAED
BESHRERERRAE.TRES,

7. venture: n. an undertaking or caurse of action that involves risk or uncertainty § &

(Fl ), el
¢.g. (D They were the sstronauts on the first venture to the moon. B2 &R E L
ABREBHIRE A
@ He is desperate for a joint venture in China. fRIEHFEEPE LN —F
SRAE,

v. to take or expose to a risk; dare fEE K, H - By E-oee- H K
e.g. (U They ventured their lives in exploring the desert. flifi 18 T A& MEK b HE
HH
(2 He ventured large sums of money on speculative stocks. {4 K EMERE &
BN,
@ I venture that you are wrong., &8 BRI — 8] MR T,
@ He is. too timid to venture upon a new undevtaking, i X 8/h , RELEF 4
I E
. forbid: v. 10 order not to do, to prohibit, to exclude, to oppose E£1r , RiF
e.g. (O The new law forbids smoking in public. & ¥ 24/ 47 PR HHIA .
@ Parents all agree to forbid their children to smoke. LR ESFZE R IF A O M
T,
(@ The typhoon forbade sea voyages. & JLE T, LH: ¥,
. spot: a. (D done immediately 370 (D on the spot B
e.g. (D The union leaders made a spot decision o stage a stike. L% 3 A K H4E
HETHYE.



@ Several television stations gave spot coverage to the conference. ¥ JLACHL .
BENREETHGRT .
@ They won't give credit; they want spot cash. {BATAAKRE, 1T ERE,
v. (D recognise or detect A, A B (2 mark, stain or discolour with a spot or spots
i (95)
e.g. (D My father spotted several spelling mistakes in my composition. FILRER
EXEER THILABFHIR,
@ The financial scandal spotted the character of PM. MR &R HEHEEHH
MEH.
n. @ a mark or stain on the surface B 87,75 8 , {5 @ a particular place H1.X,
b
e.g. (U The boy's white shirt was marked up with spots of ink. IEZRN BFH & b
BRI
@ In this disease spots appear on the legs. 87 X FR, B L2 HIMF A,
@ Travelling on my own, | van decide which spots can be skipped over to save
energy or time for another spot. % H -~ A EHRHEF, T Rl #0455
AR BRI R R B AR
10. oriental: a. situated in, of or relating io the East or the (esp. Asian} countries 7R i
9
e.g. O Hongkong has been referred 1o as the “Oriental Pearl” . FFHSBIRIE“ A N 2
%",
@ The oriental rug has been famous for its technique. R 7 /PIEE LI H T 2
4
11. aher; v. 1o change or become different B¢ 7F , 57X
e.g. (U The design of the electric circuits of the digit-controlled lathe must be altered
1o mect the new requirement. X & 2 HLR #9 FL BE TRIT 45 A0 B 50, DA
BIHHE R,
@ The city has altered almost out of recognition since I left there five years ago.
BN S FRRETUG, BERNTERBRILEFASH T
H S
1. out of focus: not clear, not sharply defined £ & ¥ & % HE , 115
e.g. (D This photograph looks funny; I think it’s out of focus. XK RH F FXHH
B REFRES THRBEHIAEET
(2 The pictures I took in the snow were a bit out of focus. RIAMBILK B &



MR .

. on the contrary: quite the opposite to what has been suggested IEHX

e.g. (@ 1 think he was a litle ashamed of being so successful. 1, on the contrary, felt
proud of him for being so versatile. FE A0 ULAY IR EE AR
BLOEME, RAbnkEA B ZEWHR.

@ We thought Mary would pass and John would fail. On the contrary, it was the
other way round. AR AR E & &K, YIHOR RGBS RS B
Bt taH L.

. all at once; (D suddenly &t (@ everybody or everything together, at the same

time [A] B¢

e.g. @ If you gave me a bigger basket J could bring the apples all at once. RS
K- REME T, RESEFERBART .

@ Al at once she found herself telling them everything about the evening. ¥R,
& B 6 CANER B R A M — VBRI AT T .

. beyond one’s wildest drcams/hopes: very much greater than one expected, than one

could possibly expect, etc. Bt EARBESGL), B FEAZRB()

e.g. O The Prime Minister said, “Today, [ am amazed at the changes that have come
about. They are beyond my wildest dreams.” W3, “ SRR A B
SRFWAD . EIE2ETFRETN.”

@ And so ended a remarkably successful visit—successfil beyond my wildest
dreams. U5 AKE BT, i TR TR

. the apple of sb.’s eye: sh. who is the main object of sh.’s love, devotion, attention p

AW EY

e.g. (D Like it or not, Tom is the apple of his English teacher’s eye. BEAEdR, &
WA EWHEE L.

@ 1 sacrificed everything to make you happy, healthy and safe, for you were the
apple of my eye. fRERIE FHEK AREFE - NRHEREBE R

. sweep sb. of his/her feet: D be pushed or overcome by sth. BB © make sb. feel

suddenly and strongly attracted to you in a romantic way 5 AN 240

e.g. (1) We were almost swept off our feet by the violent waves. AR gk KIRTT
#,

(Z) The great singer swept the audience off their feet. BT Ak # KB ZHG FK A
T3,
@ The leading actor in the movie knew how to sweep the young ladies off their
-9 .



