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Preface (I)

Professor Robert Scalapino is a fellow of the American Academy of
Sciences, a senior professor of political science at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, as well as a renowned scholar in the field of current
international relations. As the first President of the National Commit-
tee on US-China Relations and an authority on US-China relations, he
has visited China no less than 32 times. In his academic career span-
ning some fifty years, he has traveled to many countries, and met nu-
merous heads of state and high officials. Professor Scalapino is a person
of wide-ranging experience and of penetrating insight into political
matters who continues to have a distinguished career as an eminent
representative of the academy. He has authored no less than 38 mono-
graph-length studies and some 480 articles on international issues, and
has received high recognition from both American and international in-
stitutions for his contributions.

Having in 1981 and again in 1985 taught as a visiting professor at
Peking University, Professor Scalapino is an old friend of this institu-
tion. In 2000, an invitation was again extended to Professor
Scalapino, and he gave a series of splendid academic lectures in Peking
University’s School of International Studies that are still having signif-
icant influence there. From the threshold of a new century, Professor
Scalapino continues to comment upon the national and regional rela-
tions between the USA and other polities such as China, Japan, the
Korean peninsula, Southeast Asia, and Russia as they have developed
in the 20th century, and also on their prospects for the 21st century.
His observations are a valuable resource for informing our understand-

ing of the evolving political order across the five continents over the last
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century, and of the role that the US has played in each area. With
Professor Scalapino’s kind permission, we are very glad to translate his
lectures into Chinese, to edit a collection containing both Chinese and
English versions, and to recommend this volume to its readers.

Precarious changes on the international political stage in the 20th
century made international relations intricate and complex. The power
of the US has increased measurably after the First World War. And
World War Two tolled the demise of European authority in interna-
tional politics. The standoff between the America- and Soviet-centered
camps lasted for 40 years and has had a deep and enduring influence on
the development of the global political order and economic relations. At
the same time, countries throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin America
were becoming independent through a process of decolonization. In the
last ten years of the 20th century, with the break-up of the former
USSR and the end of the Cold War, although the USA still maintains
its position of strength as the only superpower, international relations
have developed in a multipolar direction. Professor Scalapino’s speech-
es illuminate the shifting permutations that the bilateral and multilater-
al relations between the US and other states and regions have taken in
US foreign policy and diplomacy across the entire century, and further
anticipate the prospects of international relations in the new century.
Since his point of departure is a consideration of US strategic benefit
and since he sees the world in terms of Western values, it is especially
worth noting that Professor Scalapino provides us a first-hand resource
for doing research into US foreign policy. But of course, by the same
token, given his particular perspective, there are quite naturally some
opinions that he offers on which we and perhaps some other readers
would have to respectively disagree.

There are penetrating insights in Professor Scalapino’ s various
discussions on the growth and development of the Sino-US relations.

He strongly advocates investing value in and developing Sino-US rela-
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tions, attaching particular importance to the significance of mutual
Sino-US benefit, and the stability this relationship brings to progress
in the Asian-Pacific areas. Such a relationship further enhances contact
and understanding between people generally and the youth in particular
of the two countries. As US policy on China and Sino-US relations
continues to be tested in the present moment, Professor Scalapino’s
opinions are more than an effective prescription brimming with wis-
dom.

We are most appreciative of Professor Scalapino’s commitment to
and support of Peking University. And we wish him an eternal spring
in his scholarly activities as he continues to make new and important
contributions to the friendship between the peoples of the US and Chi-

na and to world peace and prosperity.

Chi Huisheng
Executive Vice-President

April 16, 2001
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Preface (II)

1 It was in December of 1972 that Professor Scalapino, as a
member of the board of directors of the National Committee on Sino-
US Relations, was invited to pay his first visit to China. It was in this
capacity that he came, and it was he who was elected as first chair of
the Committee. Later, when asked about the founding of this organi-
zation, he said that the aim of establishing such a committee was to
“support policies that advance the conversation between the US and
China, to support taking a reasonable attitude toward China, and to
help America get past the shadow of the McCarthy era”. The “Ping-
pong Diplomacy” of 1971 can be seen as the first icebreaker in Sino-US
relations. And indeed it was this Committee that was responsible in
the US for receiving the Chinese delegation of athletes that year. In
return, at the end of 1972, China invited members of the board of di-
rectors of the Committee to visit China. This was the first time that
Professor Scalapino set foot on Chinese soil.

As far back as the end of 1948, Scalapino, who had just received
his PhD in Political Science from Harvard University, had planned to
visit Peking University to do some research on Chinese issues, and had
been offered a scholarship from the American Social Sciences Research
Committee to do so. However, at that time China was on the eve of
liberation and the American government prohibited American students
from coming to China, so Scalapino had to abandon his plans. Time
brings great changes, and his youthful dream finally came true 23
years later.

It was in the spring of 1981 that Professor Scalapino first came to

Peking University as a guest lecturer. Prior to this invitation, he had



