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PREFACE

Guangdong Province, which is situated in South China, has always been in the van of

introducing foreign cultures into China. This is because, historically, Guangdong once
bore the brunt of invasions by imperialism and the overseas Chinese, although
spontancously, have made great contributions to the introduction of foreign cultures.
Besides, as a border province, Guangdong is far away from the political center, "far
away from the Empcror”, so that it enjoys a little more freedom and a comparatively
lax cultural atmosphere, thus making the Lingnan Culture more open and more com-

patible with other cultures.

As early as in the 50's, with Mr. Xia Changshi and Mr. Chen Boqi as the standard-
bearers, the Lingnan architectural design and research already developed a style of its
own. By the end of the 70's, with a slight change of political atmosphere, the elder
generation of architects such as Mr. She Junnan and Mr. Mo Bozhi established a new
Lingnan architectural style, which, like a swallow heralding the arrival of spring,
brought new life to the field of the architectural creation. However. time and tide wait
for no man. Now Mr. She has passed away and Mr. Mo is advanced in years. We
could not help wondering who would take over the torch of learning from the

predecessors.

With the implementation of the reform and opening up policy. a large number of
good architects have swarmed to Shenzhen, a special economic zone, which is well-
known for its favorable living conditions and a lax social atmosphere for architec-
tural creation. They have indeed made great contributions to the innovation of archi-
tectural design. However, in terms of cultural roots and heritage. they can only be
regarded as a new group of "guest architects” that have come to the fore all of a

sudden and they are by no means related to the new Lingnan architectural school.

It seems to me that Professor He Jingtang is qualified to take over the torch of learn-
ing for the new Lingnan architectural school both in terms of his experiences and in
terms of his achievements. He is from Lingnan and has been nurtured in the Lingnan
Culture since childhood: he studied architecture under Professor Xia Changshi, a
Lingnan architectural master, and later became one of his graduate students. When
Professor He was doing his master degree, he visited all the famous gardens in the
Lingnan area and made a monographic study of Lingnan architecture under the guid-
ance of Professor Xia. What was even more fortunate of him was that in the 1980's
Professor He had the opportunity to assist Mr. She Junnan and Mr. Mo Bozhi in
training graduate students and together they piloted several important design projects,
such as the Museum of the Tomb of Prince Nanyue in the Western Han Dynasty and
the Memorial Hall of the Lingnan School of Painting. These designs are character-

ized by profound historical and cultural connotations, the spirit of the times as well as

regional features. Therefore, the designs are highly acclaimed and well received by
the architectural circle and people of at large. Professor He is a very modest person.
He never tries to push himself forward even though he has made significant contribu-
tions in the schematic designs of such projects.

Professor He is also a diligent person, a careful thinker and an eager learner. Unlike
other professional architects, he works in a university and holds many posts. Apart
from performing his administrative duties, he is busily engaged in engineering design,
research, teaching and supervising graduate students. Busy as he is, he keeps things
in good order. He has proved to be very adept in integrating the different kinds of
tasks 1o good purpose. He bases his architectural design on his theoretical studies and
constantly summarizes his design experiences to verify and further develop his theories.
He achieves all this in the process of training graduate students. Consequently, he has
not only produced good resuits in his profession but also trained qualified personnel

in architectural design.

Professor He is a versatile architect. It can be seen from his works that each of the
design projects is the product of repeated deliberation and careful consideration and
the outcome of the integration of regional features, cultural qualities and characteris-
tics of the times. This is because he always aims at producing high-level and high-
quality works of architectural design. Had he not been theoretically and artistically
accomplished, he would not have achieved such great successes. If architects are to
be classified into different categories according to the characteristics of their expertise,
then Professor He Jingtang should fall into the category of scholarly architects. I
truly believe that Professor He will undoubtedly inherit the good traditions from his
predecessors, take over the torch of learning from the new Lingnan school of archi-

tecture and carry it forward.

Peng Yigang, Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
Tianjin University
October §, 1998

Professor Peng Yigang was born in Hefei City. Anhui Province, on September 3,
1932. He graduated as an architecture major from the Department of Civil Engineering,
Tianjin University in 1953. He is now professor, Ph.D. candidates’ advisor and Hon-
orary President of College of Architecture of the same university. He is a top-grade
registered architect and has won many awards for his architectural writings and de-
sign works. He is also a CPPCC member and in 1995, he was elected academician of

the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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