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COLLEGE ENGLISH TEST
—— Band Four

Part [ Listening Comprehension (20 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversa-
tion s a question will be asked about what was said. The conversation and the question will be
spoken only once. A fter each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read
the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then

mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

1. A) At 9:00. B) At 10:00. C) At 8:45. D) At 9:15.
2. A) He didn’t like any ice cream. B) He wanted chocolate ice cream.
C) He wanted vanilla ice cream. D) He didn’t like any ice cream now.

3. A) Borrow a French-English Dictionary from the library.
B) Take the dictionary out of the library.
C) Buy a French-English Dictionary for herself.

D) Borrow a dictionary from her teacher.

4, A) Monday, Wednesday and Friday. B) Monday and Sunday.
C) Monday, Wednesday and Sunday. D) Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.
5. A) August. B) September.
C) October. D) November.
6. A) 16th Century. B) 18th Century.
C) 17th Century. D) 19th Century.
7. A) China. B) Japan.
C) America. D) Armenia.
8. A) In a department store. B) At a manager’s meeting.
C) In a restaurant. D) In a park.
9. A) In a hotel. B) At the entrance of the railway station.

Q) In the air. D) At customs.
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10. A) In a taxi. B) In a car.
C) In a plane. D)In a train.
Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for
the first time , you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for
the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from Sl to S7 with the exact
words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from S8 to S10 you are required to fill in
the missing information. You can either use the exact words you have just heard or write
down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third

time, you should read what you have written.

The water clock was an ancient clock. It could be used on cloudy days at night and (S1)

. Such clocks were probably first used in Egypt about two thousand years B. C. They were also

used for many years in Arabia, India, China and all over Europe. The (S2) water clock
needed just two parts, a small bowl and a large bowl. The small bowl had a (S3) hole in the
bottom. The large bowl was (S4) into equal parts and (SS5) by lines. Water was
(56) into the small bowl and it (S7) slowly down into the large bowl in tiny drops.
(S8) . A beautiful water clock
was made in Persia over a thousand years ago. It was presented as a gift to the Emperor of France.
(89) . The dial of the clock was

made up of twelve doors, each representing an hour. Every hour a door opened and the proper

number of metal balls dropped onto a thin brass plate to strike the hour. (S10)

. This was probably one of the first striking clocks.

Part ] Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

Directions: There are 4 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some questions or
un finished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D).
You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet

with a single line through the centre.

Passage One
Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

Do we need a language police? The very idea of restraint in speech seems un-American. Freedom
of the press, which means freedom of speech, comes first in our Bill of Rights. But all blessings, as

John Updike once wrote, are mixed blessings. There are clearly dangers in the flood of confrontation,



negation, and flat old-fashioned hatred that was given obscene (155 X\ M & f¥}) expression in the
bombing in Oklahoma City.

The media bear a major responsibility for the disassociation of freedom and responsibility.

Decades of second-rate television have accustomed Americans to seeing conflict and violence, rather

than wit and wisdom, as the solution to all problems. In the 1990s, we had hated radio as the part of

talk radio that had become a megaphone for community anger. Fundamental to this trend is the
distortion of a culture of rights. Once we had rights against arbitrary power; now society is fractured
with one group claiming rights against another, while every group claims to be a victim. The
adversary culture provides a certain drama that the media have been overly tempted to exploit. Too
often, the only way to break into the realm of public attention is through controversy; declarations of
values or beliefs in the American way are seen as boring. Everything is the subject of ridicule. The
media sense that assaulting social norms is good business. So we have trash books, trash TV, trash
newspapers, trash magazines, trash talk. The public may seem to hate this out-of-control media, but
the mainstream America still cannot seem to stop watching or reading the stuff. The consequence is a

destruction of the moral authority of everyone, from pope to president.

21. It can be inferred from the first paragraph that
A) Americans have a habit of using obscene language in everyday life
B) it is not legal to restrict freedom of speech
C) John Updike expressed his hatred for the bombing in Oklahoma City
D) American Bill of Rights is in danger

22. The author quotes John Updike because he believes that
A) misfortune never comes single
B) restraint in speech is a blessing in disguise
C) it is time that Americans changed their attitude toward freedom

D) freedom of speech is a two-edged weapon

23. It can be concluded from the second paragraph that
A) American media should be mainly responsible for the current cultural trend
B) Americans prefer conflict and violence to wit and wisdom
C) Americans tend to claim rights against arbitrary power
D) in the 1990s, Americans often used bad language against each other on the radio

24. According to the author, an easy way for Americans to catch public attention is
A) to become a megaphone for community anger
B) to show no respect to the authority of American president
C) to attack norms and authority in American society
D) to abolish American Bill of Rights
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25. The author’s attitude toward American media is obviously
A) positive B) approving
C) critical D) sympathetic

Passage Two
Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

On a brisk winter evening in Brunswick, Maine, about 20 animated adults gather in a corner room
of MidCoast Hospital. The roar of a nearby vacuum cleaner signals what should be the end of the day
for many of them. But members of this group ignore the signal, settling down instead at a table and
cracking open the books they’ve brought.

Their energy may stem from what lies in front of these healthcare professionals: a nonfiction
work by Susan Sontag. For the next few hours, white coats and patient charts will be put aside as this
unusual book club ponders how to weave literary lessons into the text of their work lives.

These monthly meetings, they say, give them a rare chance to pause from a busy schedule and
scientific conversations — an opportunity to think more deeply about their profession. “We use
literature to help strip away the assumptions we bring to work, and improve our understanding of our
patients and each other,” says Peter McGuire, a family physician who has attended the voluntary
seminars at MidCoast Hospital for the past three years.

Indeed, many professionals, from lawyers and doctors to teachers and probation officers (ZEH

Wi B), are finding that the lens of literature can offer deep insights into their work.

The Maine program, called Literature and Medicine and sponsored by the state humanities
council, started in 1997 and has expanded to 24 of the state’s 35 hospitals. In the past 10 years, state
humanities councils in more than a dozen other states have started similar programs for professional
groups. Meanwhile, a pioneer in the concept, Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass, has served more
than 7,000 professionals since 1981.

26. Which of the following is TRUE according to the first paragraph?
A) About 20 adult animals gather in a corner room of MidCoast Hospital.
B) The sound of vacuum cleaners is a signal for many doctors to go off duty.
C) Doctors in MidCoast Hospital often roar for the end of the day.

D) Doctors in MidCoast Hospital continue their work despite the roar of vacuum cleaners.

27. It is implied in the passage that
A) medical professionals usually only attend meetings that discuss medical science
B) doctors’ energy has primarily stemmed from American literature
C) doctors frequently discuss patients’ conditions at the book club

D) patient charts are often studied as nonfiction work in MidCoast Hospital

28. From the passage we can learn that doctors are reading literature because



A) it contributes greatly to doctors’ further understanding of their profession
B) they are tired of reading documents in medical science
C) they are too busy to have a chance to ponder

D) they never understand moral matters

29. According to the passage, Literature and Medicine program is
A) sponsored by MidCoast Hospital
B) expanding to all professions in Maine
C) gaining popularity among professional groups

D) offering new job opportunities to professionals

30. Which of the following best expresses the main idea of the passage?
A) Doctors are making up literary lessons that they missed in universities.
B) Doctors have found literature as an alternative cure for the incurably sick.
C) Medical professionals are using literature to reduce tension between colleagues.

D) Many professionals are turning to literature for keener insights into their work.

Passage Three
Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage:
Every thoughtful person wonders about the possibility that life exists elsewhere in the universe.

Hollywood has made a lot of money from movies based on the assumption that alien life-forms exist;

and now Amir Aczel sets out to prove they do — although there has been no real “contact”, and

despite the fact that life on earth is the only life we actually know.

Aczel is a mathematician, and his approach to the problem is to try to calculate the probability
that life exists on at least one other planet. Aczel assures us we can be confident that alien life-forms
are out there just waiting to be discovered. Now, all my sympathies are with him. I hope very much
there is life elsewhere in the universe — if there isn’t, what a terribly boring place the rest of the
universe will turn out to be! But so far as proof is concerned, Aczel’s argument leaves me entirely
unconvinced.

I have no quarrel with the way Aczel tackles the problem. His starting point is a famous equation
invented by the astronomer Frank Drake in 1961. Drake was a pioneer in the quest for extraterrestrial
(M1 ERSMM) intelligence through the search for alien signals arriving from deep space. He wanted to
know how many civilizations in space are currently capable of communic ating with other civilizations.
Drake’s equation breaks the question down into a series of careful steps: first, estimate how many
potentially suitable extraterrestrial homes there are; then, calculate how many of those are inhabited by
extraterrestrial life -forms; and then establish how many of these life -forms have managed to invent

satellite dishes or their equivalents.

31. According to the first paragraph, we can safely conclude that
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A) Hollywood films have proved the existence of alien life-forms
B) the chance for outer space intelligence is slim so far
C) wise people do not dealwith such problems as extraterrestrial intelligence

D) there is now convincing evidence that life exists in other parts of the universe

32. The way Aczel deals with this problem is quite unexpected because
A) he is too confident about the existence of alien life-forms in the universe
B) he does not want the rest of the universe to turn out to be a boring place
C) he has used mathematical calculation

D) he has discovered alien life-forms at least on one other planet

33. According to the second paragraph, all of the following are false EXCEPT
A) Aczel's mathematical approach is not convincing enough at least to the author
B) the author expresses his sympathies for the lonely life existing on Earth
C) the author does not expect to find any life forms in the universe

D) Aczel's calculations have enabled astronomers to spot the planet with alien life

34. From the passage, we can learn that
A) Hollywood has made a lot of profit from Aczel's mathematical calculations
B) mathematical approach to the problem has resulted in the discovery of alien life
C) Frank Drake was the first astronomer to search for radio signals coming from outer space

D) the author has a lot of confidence in Aczel's way to tackle the problem

35. Which of the following would be the best title for this passage?
A) Hollywood and Extraterrestrial Movies
B) Aczel's Mathematical Approach Toward Alien Life-forms
C) A New Way to Communicate with Civilizations i the Universe

D) A Convincing Way To Discover Extraterrestrial Beings

Passage Four
Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage:

The gun lobby (li# 1 71) argues that guns don’t kill people; people do. Yet a study by scholars at

the Harvard School of Public Health finds that, when it comes to killing children, guns do help.

Firearms kill more children in the United States than any other cause except motor -vehicle
crashes and cancer. Over the period studied, 1988-1997, nearly 7,000 children aged between S and 14

were killed with firearms. Before an American child reaches 15, he or she is 12 times more likely to die

of gunshot wounds than a child anywhere else in the industrialized world.

But is it the guns that matter, or the kind of people who own them? The study’s authors, Mathew

Miller and David Hemenway, find that states with a lot of guns have higher rates of gun suicide,



homicide (5 _A) and deadly accidents among children aged between 5 and 14, even after allowing for
factors such as poverty, education level and urbanization. Yet those states do not have a higher rate of
suicide by means other than guns.

Children in the five states with the highest rate of gun ownership were 16 times more likely to die
from a gun accident in the decade studied than children in the five states with the lowest rate of gun
ownership. Children in the “high-gun states” were also 7 times more likely to die from a gun suicide
and three times more likely to die from a gun homicide.

It is possible, as the authors point out, that people who live in states with high rates of child
homicide may buy guns to protect themselves. But that cannot explain the relationship between guns

and suicide and accidents.

36. We can conclude from the first paragraph that
A) the gun lobby argues for gun ownership
B) more children than adults have been killed by guns
C) guns do not kill people
D) guns help children kill each other

37. Which of the following is NOT a main cause for children’s deaths in the United States?
A) AIDS. B) Car accidents.

C) Cancer. D) Firearms.

38. It can be inferred from the second paragraph that
A) children seldom die of cancer
B) children aged between five and fourteen tend to be killed by firearms
C) gun ownership is not so popular in other developed nations

D) over 7,000 children are killed by guns each year

39. It is implied in the third paragraph that
A) it is the people who own gun, not the guns, that do the killing
B) poverty and low education level take more lives than guns
C) people with guns tend to commit suicide

D) guns are more responsible for high death rates of children than any other means

40. A lesson that can be learned from the passage is that
A) more guns kill more children
B) children in the high-gun states are better at using guns than those in other states
C) it is no easy job to explain the relationship between guns and child homicide

D) to protect children, one should buy more guns
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Part I Vocabulary and Structure (20 minutes)

Directions: There are 30 incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence there are four

choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the ONE answer that best completes the sentence.

Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

The students haven’t got the idea of what the teacher means.

A) faintest B) lightest C) dimmest D) smallest
Every student in this school should to the school rules.

A) adopt B) suit C) conform D) adapt
Those rust marks will if you rub them with lemon.

A) come about B) come out C) come off D) come round
It is generally believed that swimming is one of the best ways to good health.
A) maintain B) preserve C) reserve D) sustain

In this factory the machines are not regulated but are jointly controlled by a central
computer.

A) independently B) individually C) indifferently D) irregularly

1 you that I had no intention of offending you.

A) convince B) persuade C) assure D) guarantee
Can you understand the abstract painting by that artist?

A) imaginable B) imaginary C) imaginative D) imagining

It became harder for married women to their own interests.

A) continue B) consume C) resume D) pursue

Her frustrations made her drugs.

A) respond to B) react to C) resort to D) relate to
Alex was called to see the Human Resources director and got a job

A) in the spot B) on the scene C) in the scene D) on the spot
The manager their request for a rise in wages.
A) turned up B) turned down C) turned out D) turned away

The soccer match that has attracted the attention of millions of fans will be televised
from the Grand Stadium.
A) alive B) living C) live D) lively

Steam trains electric trains soon after the war.



54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

A) gave way to B) gave over to C) gave rise to D) gave birth to

The manager claimed that his company had the right of publishing that novel.

A) single B) unique C) lonely D) sole

The tour guide the tourists at the hotel gate.

A) accumulated B) assembled C) collected D) resembled

We don’t know his telephone number; otherwise we him.

A) would telephone B) would have telephoned

C) must have telephoned D) had telephoned

The football team has already arrived, but I didn’t know it until this morning.

A) will come B) had been coming C) was coming D) comes

Crude oil is refined in refinery, makes it possible to get many grades of different uses.
A) where B) that C) which D) whose

The house we stayed during the holidays stands in the middle of a wood.

A) which B) that C) where D) as

How close parents are to their children a strong influence on the character of the
children.

A) have B) has C) having D) to have

Jane would like to the cinema tomorrow.

A) to be taken B) to take C) being taken D) taking

Liza is generally considered the first telephone.

A) to have invented B) inventing C) to invent D) having invented
In some countries, is called “equality” does not really mean equal rights for all people.
A) which B) what C) that D) one

The room is in a terrible mess; it cleaned.

A) can’t have been B) shouldn’t have been C) mustn’t have been D) wouldn’t have been
She didn’t regret paying 200 dollars for the bookcase. As a matter of fact, she would gladly have
paid for it.

A) as much twice B) much as twice C) as twice much D) twice as much

I usually spend more time on English study than ____ my brother.

A) does B) do C) did D) have done

It is time we strong action against them.

A) takes B) took Q) is taking D) will take
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68. Please remind me of it for fear that | it.

A) forget B) forgot C) would forget D) had forgotten
69. He likes doing some reading at home to the cinema.

A) than to go B) than going C) more than going D) rather than to go
70. Had he worked harder, he the exams.

A) must have got through B) would have got through

C) would get through D) could get through

Part  Cloze (15 minutes)

Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should choose the ONE that best fits into the
passage. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through

the centre.

Historically, London is one of Britain's great 1 ports. So today there are many 2 along
the river Thames which remind the visitor _ 3 Britain’s maritime _ 4 . One of the most interesting
places to visit is Greenwich in the South East of London, 5  you can go round the famous Cutty
Sark.

The Cutty Sark is a type of sailing ship. They _ 6 her in 1869, and wanted her to be the fastest
ship in the China tea trade. For that is what the ship 7 — tea, from the Far East. In those days
there was a lot of competition _ 8  the ship owners to 9  home tea from China as quickly as
possible. In 1954, many years later, they moored the Cutty Sark at Greenwich __ 10 visitors can
now admire her.

When you look round the ship, you see lots of things which tell the story of the sailors who
__11__ months on board the ship. When they built the Suez Canal, steamers took _ 12 the tea trade
and Cutty Sark started to carry wool from Australia.

The sailors’ quarters are __ 13 a visit. The sailors slept in bare wooden bunks with straw
mattresses. Conditions for the officers were better, but still very bad by modern __14 . In the front
part of the ship you can see the kitchen and the carpenter’s workshop. The living and working areas
are very small and were very uncomfortable for the sailors on a long 15 . It is hard to imagine
what their life was 16 ; they worked at least twenty hours a day, seven days a week, often in

cold, wet and dangerous 17 . And the men only 18 a few pounds a month.
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