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Lesson 1

Peking

Peking is our capital. It is 'onc; of the oldest
cities in the world. But it is also one of the newest.

Since liberation a large part of the city has
been rebuilt. The old palaces, towers and temples
are still there, but people are more attracted by
the new buildings. You see them everywhere. In
Tien An Men Square, the splendid Monument to
the People’s Revolutionary Heroes catches every
visitbr’_s eye. On its right stands the magnificent
Great Hall of the People, and on its left stand the
Museum of Chinese History and the Museum of
Chinese Revolution. Both_were completed in 1959;
both buildingsr are impressive for their beauty. -

In the green suburbs, huge factories have risen
like giants. = Like giants, they work day and night

to speed up the country’s socialist construction.
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The most unforgettable thing is the new life
led by the people. Before liberation, they were
oppressed and exploited. Now thanks to the Com-
munist Party, they are their own masters. They
know they are building socialism under the leader-
ship of the Party. That is why they work with
great enthusiasm.

After work people may go to a play, an
opera, a film, a conceri, or a lecture. For the
sports lovers, there are the exciting games in the
stadiums and gymnasiums. For the eager readers,
there are the new editions of Marxist classics and
new works of literature in the bookshops.

When the city sleeps peacefully at night, very
often lights can still be seen in Chung Nan Hal.
People know that behind one of the lighted win-

dows Chairman Mao is working at his desk. Their

hearts go out to the beloved leader, whose leader-

ship has brought liberation, happiness and a bright

future to Peking and the whole country.
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New Words
tebuild (rebuilt, rebuilt) v. | literature n. =
_ i | palace n. 'E'ﬂ
temple n. Ji | visitor n. =l
impressive adj. 4 A M E M | beauty n. S <3
- suburb n. ZBX | unforgettable adj.
oppress V. . Eia AN
opera n. k@ | enthusiasm n. Boln
lecture n. TE38 5 | concert n. HhRa
gymnasium n. {AF f [dover n. FiFE
" edition n. Wia, K | eager adj Pulhy
, peacefully adv. ZEH | Marxist adj. BREBENH
F classics n. # % | bookshop h. . Bk
Exercises

I. Answer the following questions:
1. What are the new splendid buildings in Peking?
2. What do people see in the green suburbs of the
city? ;

3. Where do people go and spend their free hours?

II. Recite the last paragraph.

': ) ' II1. Translate the following into English:

- AHERENEE. MEERTHORT 7 ek

- To. EFERFERERAEWMORE, BXNMET
L . EEMARMEMAEFTLTE, EXNOHTT
BEALEL. o
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Teesson 2

The Chinese Nation

China is one of the largest countries in the
world, with a territory almost as large as the whole
of Europe. In this vast territory there are large
areas of fertile. land which provide us with food
and clothing; moun‘fain ranges, big and small, trav-
ersing the len gfh and breadth of the country which
provide us with extensive forests and rich mineral
deposits; many rivers and lakes which provide us
with facilities for water transport and irrigation;
and a long coast line which provides us with the
facility of communicating with other nations heyond
the seas. From very ancient times our forefathers
have laboured, lived and multiplied on this im-
mense territory.

The presen‘& boundaries of China: the north-
eastern, the north-western and part of the western
frontiers are contiguous to igte Union of Soviet So-
e 4.



cialist Republics. The nerthern frontier is con-
tiguous to the People’s Republic of Mongolia. The
south-western and part of the western frontiers
are contiguous to Afghanistan, India, Bhutan and
Nepal. The southern frontier is contiguous to
Burma and Indo-China. The eastern frontier is
contiguous to, Koreda and close to Japan and the
Philippines. This geographical setting of China
gives the Chinese people’s revolution certain
external advantages as well as creating a dif-
ficulty. The advantages are: contiguity to the
Soviet Union, relative remotehess from the
major European and American imperialist coun-
tries, and the fact that many of the countries
bordering on China are colonial or semi:qoloniél

countries. The difficulty is that Japanese imperial-

ism, taking advantage of its geographical proximity

to. China, is constantly menacing the existence
of the various nationalities in China and endan-
gering the Chinese people’s revolution.

China’s population now totals 450 million, al-

most a quarter of mankind. Over nine-tenths of
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them are Hans. Besides the Hans, there are scores
of national minorities, including the Mongols, the
Huis, the Tibetans, the Uighurs, the Miaos, the Yis,
the Chuangs, the Chung-chias and the Koreans, all
of whom, though in different stages of cultural de-
velopment, have long histories of their own. China
is a country with a very large population composed
of many nationalities.

(to be continued)

New Words
Europe n. ¥ | provide v. B %, bMy
traverse v. Bi | length n. S, M
breadth n. _ %, 7~ | deposit n. g ]
facility n. FifE | coast n. b=
communicate v. %% | beyond prep. B
forefather n, JEE | multiply v. Krli, 3
immense adj. J77X#9 | boundary n. HiE, SR/
north-eastern adj. #4t | north-western adj.  ¥iik
western adj. A8 | frontier n. HE, iR
contiguous adj. BE#E | Mongolia n. -
south-western adj. 7 | Afghanistan n. -ty
India n. Ejff | Bhutan n. S
Nepal n. ~ JB#’R | Burma n. 1% &

-6.
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Indo-China n. ~ EPEFXH

Philippines n. FEHT
setting n. 7% 4
external adj. #HEReY
contiguity n.  BE#E:, N
remoteness n. b
colonial adj. FEEL LY
proximity n. - BE
menace V. B, BHE
endanger V. - faE
‘Mongols n, =IN
Uighurs n.  #&FA
Yis n. mA
Chung-chias n. PEA

Japan n. HA

geographical adj. 32 Lfh
certain adj. ®, —EH
advantage n. fEF)
relative adj. 124 3:1]
border v. n. - #&5, L5
semi-colonial adj.

REE L
existence n. W
mankind n. A&
Huis n. EA
Miaos n. BA
Chuangs n. {iE A

&7



Lesson 3

The Chinese Nation

(Continued)

Developing along the sarhe lines as many other
nations of the world, the Chinese nation (chiefly
the Hans) first went through some tens of thousands
of years of life in classless primitive communes.
Up to now approximately 4,000 years have passed
since the collapse of the primitive communes and
the transition to class society, first slave society
and then feudalism. In the history of Chinese
civilisation, agri.culture and handicraft have always
been known as highly developed; many great think-
ers, scientists, inventors, statesmen, military ex-
perts, men of letters and artists have flourished,
and there is a rich store of classical works. The
compass was invented in China very long ago. The
art of paper-making was discovered as early as
+8 -




1,800 years ago. Block-printing was invented
1,300 years ago. In addition, movable types were
invented 800 years ago. Gunpowder was used in
China earlier than in Europe. China, with a re-
corded history of almost 4,000 years, is therefore
one of the oldest civilised countries in the. world.

. The Chinese nation is not only famous through-
out the world for its stamina and industriousness,
but also as a freedom-loving people with a rich

revolutionary tradition. The history of the Hans,

‘for instance, shows that the Chinese people would

never stbmit to rule by the dark forces and that
in every case they succeeded in dvérthrowing or
changing such a rule by revolutionary means. In
thousands of years of the history of the Hans, there
have been hundreds of peasant insurrections, great
or small, against the régime of darkness imposed
by the landlords and nobility. And it was peas-
ant uprisings that brought about most dynastic
cﬁanges. All the nationalities of China have al-
ways rebelled against the foreign yoke and striven
to shake it off by means of resistance. They accept

ce § o
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a union on the basis of equality, not the oppression
. of one nationality by another. In thousands of
years of history of the Chinese nation many na-
tional herces and revolutionary leaders have e-
merged. So the Chiﬁese nation is also a nation
with a glorious revolutionary tradition and a splen-

did historical heritage.

— Excerpts from “The Chinese Revolution

and the Chinese Communist Party”,

(Dec. 1939), Selected works of Mao

Tse-tung, Vol. III, PR, 72-74, Lawrence
& Wishart Ltd., London, 1856.

New Words

classless adj. TR | chiefly adv. -5
approximately adv. primitive adj. SR

Fe#g, 3K, | collapse n, Bk

feudalism n. HEHE | handicraft n. =

thinker n. B K | inventor n. A E

statesman n. BiA %R | expert n. K
letters n. A, M | artist n. TRE

flourish v. R | compass n. IRegst
classical adj. # Ay | block-printing n. FARENEY
art n. . # K | gunpowder n. K #
- movable adj. ¥&ZhiY | industriousness n. [kl

010.
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stamina n. #i% [ tradition n. Eid i
freedom n. B | insurrection n. EX
submit v. Z=2, Ui\ | impose v. FRIR, B&InT
régime n. #it | uprising n. Fie
nobility n. # % | yoke n, e i
dynastic adj. EAfXHY | resistance n. HEHL
basis n, i | equality n. _ bt -3
emerge v. =4, Hi{¥ | historical adj. I5F
heritage n. _ sBr= | foreign adj. SFE

Exercises

I. Recite the first p;'aragraph.

II, Write a short composition on the following subject:

O

Our Country
Her vast territory
Her neighbours )
Her population .
Her revolutionary tradition



Lesson 4

The Boy Who Asked Questions

Ten years ago a poor village lad asked his

grandfather: “Grandpa, why do the corn leaves
grow cut in only two directions?” Grandpa waved
the question aside — children are always asking
questions. So the question remained unanswered.

The lad grew up and became secretary of the
Communist Party Committee of a people’s com-
mune. '

Corn is the commune’s staple crop, but yields
were low. Deep ploughing and plenty of fertilizer
helped raise yields somewhat, but close plant-
ing, which had proved so valuable with other
crops, seemed impossible here, because so much
room had to be left between the plants to keep their
leaves from getting entangled.

Puzzling over-this one day, the young Party
secretary suddenly recalled that question of long,

re 12
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