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1. INTRODUCTION

1. Linguistics
1.1 What is linguistics? » i

.. Lihguistics may be defined as the. systematic (o¥
scientific) study of language. - =y S

- Linguistics ‘tries - to answer the basic questwns
“Whgt is language?" ‘and “How does language work?” It '
pr into various aspects of these problems, such as
“What do all languages -have in commen?”, “What
range of . variation is. found among languages?”, “Why!
do-languages ¢hiange?”,“To what extent are social class
differences reflected in }anguage?” “How does a child .
léarn to speak?” and so on. : S g

A person who studies llngulsthS is usualiy referred
toas a hn_gmst. He'does not need to be able to speak &
large number of languages, though he must have a wide
experience of différent types of languages: He is usnally
a skilled, objective observer, who takes great interest in
analysing and attempting' to explain various linguistic
phenomena.” His ‘task is basically to.study and. under:
stand the general principles upon which all languages
are built. :



/

1.2 Linguistics vs. traditional grammar

Linguistics is not old school grammar with the
addition of a few new terms. It differs from traditional
grammar in several basxc Ways A

a) Linguistics is descnptave not prescriptive.

A linguist is interested in what is said, not what he
thinks ought to be said. He describes language in all its
aspects, but does not prescribe rules of “correctness”.
He does not believe that there is some absolute standard
of correctness concerning language use which linguists
or school teachers should view as their duty to maintain.
Instead, he would prefer to be an observer and recorder
of faets, but not :a judge. He might recognize that one
type of speech appears to be more socially acceptable
than others because of the influence of fashion. But this
will not make him think that the socially acceptable
variety can replace all the other varieties, or the old
words are always better than new ones or vice versa. He
will regard the chang&‘ in language and language use as
the result of a natural and continuous> process, not
something to be feared. : . \

4 b ngulstxcs regards the spoken language -as
prlmary, not the written. :

In the past, grammarians have overstressed the
1mportance of the written word, partly because of its
permanence. Before the invention of sound recording, it
was difficult for people to deal with utterances which

< 2



