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A series of ‘X Volumes of Architecture’ of which each volume is dedicated to one building type, such
as Dream Houses, Housing, Educational Facilities, Libraries, Athletic Facilities, Gateways, Commercial
Buildings, Hotels, Museums and Theatres. A comprehensive selection of projects are chosen
represented by well over 100 most distinguished architectural firms worldwide reflecting the
pluralism of architecture.
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Preface

Educational buildings serve as a place for one to acquire knowledge.
From kindergartens to universities, within the boundaries of these
buildings they creates a world of their kind - a setting designed for
collective learning, discussion and recreation.

Within this microcosm, a place encompassing a collection of faculties
scattered and spread across the campus or in some cases stacked
vertically on top of each other. Circulation plays a very significant
role acting not just as a means of accessing from one place to another,
but operates way beyond this basic mode. Circulation space provides
areas for students and teachers to meet, communicate and pause
for short talks. There is a constant flow of movements within these
establishments; it is like the web of knowledge, interlinking faculties,
places of recreation and so on. Circulation routes are the main arteries
of the ensemble of buildings.

Elements such as ramps, stairs, lifts are employed for these circulation
routes coupled with gardens, squares, courtyards, halls, vertical voids
alike that are often introduced at various intersections as a spatial
relief as well as providing meeting points and gathering spaces.

These institutions, by nature are a series of individual buildings
grouped together. However harmony and cohesion is generally
achieved by the design with relative restrained monumental scale
and yet carried a sense of dignity. These places offer a place of
calmness and serenity for ones to learn, between oneself and others,
discover oneself and others and more importantly knowledge.

Bernard Chan
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Behnisch, Behnisch & Partners

Site Plan

Dresden,

Germany

Completion Date: 1996
Built Area: 10771 m?

Saint-Benno Catholic
Secondary School

The appearance of emerging buildings is influenced by a variety of components. These
components come from all areas of reality. The multitude of contributing factors makes for
a multi-faceted colourful play.

To begin with, there was the location, a long and shallow site, not far away from the city
center. Certainly this provided an interesting place for the new building to fit within the
pattern of the city. But it also had serious shortcomings with heavy traffic at the junction of
two major streets.

Within this environment the new St. Benno building emerged taking its form, its huge wall
shielding classrooms from noise. The classrooms themselves turn away from the din of the
streets, opening towards the west.

The residual spaces between the groups of classrooms gave the opportunity to create a
particularly attractive design. The hallways on the entrance level and the main hall are
exaggerated, given the very small free spaces on ground floor level, due to the narrow site.

The colours and the shape of the plan were developed in response to the conditions of the
site. The building as it is now can set itself off from the stereotype elements of socialist town
planning. Free from such constraints, the building is now able to respond with more sensitivity
to the desires, requirements and even ideals, often neglected where ideology is a dominant
and therefore limiting factor.

The new building of the St. Benno is a child of its time bringing architecture and, hopefully,
life to the town.
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Ground Level Plan

REFmE

Jfé l’i?\ .

]

_—

() A ) 7= S

=T =) ‘ .
Cy T Sy e f{ )
S R T
( L RGN s\ el CFEEHE

:,J( ‘ “?\ UE f&m@ Mmﬁﬂf ol e

e T T T s [ e

Level 1 Plan
2E¥HEE

11







(s
—







.

v

P

. ha (\-\, ; :
IO PRy Ta o
[ u\,v"_(h ‘M

4 A
Vg TR R 6 ot

SR

NI e

4 Ve

2

15




