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There are two prominent obstacles in vocabulary study.
One is word memorization and the other is word usage.
Memorization difficulty is common due to the great number of
Chinese words. Many students are frustrated when they discover
that more and more old words become unfamiliar while they are
struggling to learn new ones; or else that the words they learned
have become mixed up in their minds, so that they hardly
recognize these words. The difficulty with word usage means that
students cannot choose the proper words for the particular
context, even though they know the meanings of the words.
Therefore, students are often confused when facing so many
different words. Often they can only get minimal results with a
lot of effort.

In order to help students conquer the above two obstacles,
we have classified the 8822 words in HSK Word Outline from a
new point of view. In addition, we have carefully explained the
words and given them detailed notes. Students are now able to
grasp the rules of HSK vocabulary systematically by studying
this book. This book also can help the students to make the words
come alive through memorization and comprehension.

Three principles were implemented well throughout this
book.

First, make the grammatical characteristics of




the words stand out. The vocabulary study was
strongly pushed forward by grammatical theory, so
that the students can learn the same types of
words by analogy.

All the words in HSK Word Outline are clarified by their

grammatical characteristics in this book, so that students can

know the correct positions in sentences of every kind of word,
the combinations of the words, and the limited uses of the words.
As a result, students are able to use these words more accurately,
as well as memorize the words. For instance, both X% and &
#R are used to describe something that is sudden and unexpected.
However, 284X is an adjective, so 1R and X could be put before
it. It’s right to say XA ARART or —MRARMIWRE. But
this grammatical rule won’t apply to Z4&. So it’s grammatically
wrong to say XHHERKBRT or — 1 BRMIWRTE. Because B
#R is an adverb, and can only be used before verbs and
adjectives. If students know the grammatical characteristics of
these two words, the above mistakes can be easily avoided.

This book lists grammatical phenomena that are hard to
judge simply by one’s sense of language, and words that are not
easy to grasp, such as the repetition of verbs and adjectives, B
4114, idioms, phrases, and fixed forms. By linking these specific
words with the grammar rules they learned from textbooks,
students are enlightened in Chinese study, and get twice the result
with half the effort.

Second, put emphasis on key words and
difficult words to help the students study more

efficiently.
We identified the following three types of words with




special marks in this book: those which are tested in the HSK
again and again, those which are easily misunderstood, and those
which are mistakenly used. At the same time, we strived to
reduce the burden of memorization and to improve study
efficiency; therefore we carefully provided short but representa-
tive example sentences for each of these types of words.

Type 1. Words which are based the use of figures of
speech. For example, the original meaning of £L is a color
resembling that of blood, but its figurative meaning is used to
indicate a person who is well-known, successful, in expressions
such as “FF{ 714" and “XMREIEIR L.

Type 2. Words whose meanings can be easily ignored. For
example, the word ¥f has four meanings. The first is deep, such
as in 7K{B¥. The second refers to a color that is thick and dense,
such as in XHRBBIEKRET. The third refers to a
relationship between persons that is intimate and good, such as in
MBS RYE. The last is that the content is hard and
complex, such as XA HKKRT, BEAHE.

Type 3. Words which are difficult to understand. This type
of words consists primarily of function words (including adverbs,
prepositions, auxiliary words, etc.), -5, idioms, phrases, and
fixed forms.

Third, Provide practice through concise drills
and strengthen memorization.

We included a few drills at the end of each chapter, so that

students could review the words immediately. If students take

time to complete every drill, they’ll understand the HSK
grammatical rules very well.
It’s not easy to classify HSK words accurately, due to the



large number of Chinese words and the complicated usages of the
words. There are probably a few classifications that need
improving in this book, so any advice from readers will be
welcomed.

Finally, I'd like to give my sincere thanks to Liu Hualan,
Cui Yinghua, Chen Weipeng and Li Wenfu, and other friends
who supported and helped me while I was working on this book.

Wang Xiaoning
June 2003
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