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In ancient times the Jingci Monastery stood at the
foot of Mount Nanping, surrounded by shade trees. Its
stately halls and cloisters had green hills at the rear and

a lake in front.
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One year the Fire God visited Hangzhou and there
were frequent conflagrations. To appease the god on his
birthday, incense and candles were lit and placed on the

altar.
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Worshippers streamed into Jingci, and even the
monastery yard was crowded. At noon a beautiful girl in
a red jacket and skirt and carrying a parasol appeared at

the door. She looked all around with her sparkling black

eyes.

ZOH BEFANEBHITIEANIEDDITEL,

Bra, Sy b arLkoBFVR2HE, BH& %

w&H
o ELWRESR> TxFE LIz, BVEDO*J #

5Lz 20BE. dizh 2BV s, IIFJIK
XL bhELI,






10

AR, BAEERYG, BRI e MR
T, FENLMO, FREERRER, W
Fo

Just then the monk Jidian dashed out of the kitchen

with two bamboo poles with which he blocked the way.
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The girl, taken by surprise, dodged first to one side
and then the other, but Jidian prevented her from entering
from either side. She grew flustered and broke out in a

sweat.
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Everyone around said Jidian had done wrong. The
monastery’s venerable abbot was angry and called out:

“What are you doing there at the gate, Jidian? Behave

yourself! Get away from there at once.”
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Jidian smiled. “If it pleases you, Teacher, I will,”
he replied. “But I'd like to ask you one question: Which

do you prefer, to have the monastery or lose it?”
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