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|. A Voyage to Lilliput

hapter  One

My name is Lemuel Gulliver.1 was bon in Not-
tinghamshire and was the third of five sons. My father
was not a rich man, but he managed to send me to a
college in Cambridge, where I studied for three
years. When I left college, I became an apprentice to an
eminent surgeon in London, with whom I continued four
years and became a doctor myself.1 always longed to

long voyages, so I was recommended by my master to be

surgeon and made several voyages. After three years and
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z a half, I decided to settle in London, and to change my

3 condition, I married Mrs. Mary Burton. With the help of

¥ my master, | had regular patients, but he died two years

3 later. I had few friends in London, so my business began

)
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manage to do:
try one’ s best to do

voyage
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to fail. After consulting with my wife, I determined to go
to sea again. I was a surgeon successively in two ships,
and made several voyages for six years to the East and
West Indies, and, of course, I made some money. When I
finished the last of these voyages, which did not prove

very fortunate, I became tired of the sea, and wanted to
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stay at home with my wife and family. After three years, I
was a bit tired of family life and wanted to make some
money, so I accepted a good offer from the captain of the
ship Antelope, and set out to make a voyage to the

South Pacific Ocean. We set sail from Bristol, May 4th,
1699.

Our voyage went well at first, but before we could
get to the South Pacific, we were driven by a violent
storm, and our ship crashed onto a rock. Immediately it
split. Six of the crew, including me, let down a boat and

rowed till we were not able to work any longer. Later the

boat was overturned by another big storm. I cannot tell
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3: what happened to my companions, but I concluded they
¥ were all lost in the waves.
A
4
" I swam as luck directed me, and was pushed
3
3 forward by wind and waves. I often let my legs drop, and
3
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* move a boat with oars
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tired
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L inneed of rest = #

set out:
start a journey &

row

/rou/v.

i wave
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/welv/n.

i movement of water up
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could not feel bottom. But when I was not able to

e

struggle any longer, my feet touched the ground. I walked
near a mile and got to the shore.I then walked for
another half mile, but could not discover any sign of
people or houses. I was so ex-
hausted that I lay down and

went to sleep. I slept sounder

hle e 3l e e N Wk e e e e A e e Ne

than ever I remember to have

done in my life.

When I awaked the next

morning, and tried to get up, I

was not able to move: I hap-
pened to lie on my back , and I found my arms and legs
were strongly fastened to the ground. Even my hair,
which was long and thick, was fied to the ground.l
somewhat felt several small figures across my body, from

my armpits to my thighs. I could only look upwards; the

sun began to grow very hot, and the light hurt my eyes. |
could see nothing except the sky. Soon I felt something
alive moving on my left leg, advancing gently over my
breast to my face. When 1 tried very hard to look down, I
saw a very small human being not over six inches high,

with a bow and arrow in his hands. Meanwhile, I felt at
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least forty more of the same kind following him. I was so
greatly surprised that I gave a loud shout. They all ran
back in a fright, and some hurt themselves by falling off
my body. I lay all the time uncomfortably, so | struggled
to unfasten myself, but just as I tried to pull my left arm

free of the ropes, | felt a hundred arrows land on my left

Sle 3 A e Nl Sl e Sl S Sie Sie Sl S ey,

hand, which pricked me like many needles, and more ar-
rows on my face and body. I cried aloud. When the
shower of arrows was over, I was in great pain, but I
tried again to get loose. They discharged another shower
of arrows; some of them even attempted with spears to
stick me. I lay quietly for a while, planning to continue
so till night. I thought I might be a match for the greatest
armies they could bring against me, if they were all of

the same size.

However, when they saw I was no longer struggling,

they quickly built a platform next to my head, and an

official climbed up there to make me a long
speech. Although I did not understand one word, I knew
that he wanted to tell me they would be kind and
friendly towards me if I did not try to harm them. Now I
was almost dying with hunger, so I put my finger on my

mouth to show that I wanted food. The official understood
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me very well: He ordered several ladders be put against

»x

my sides and a hundred of little men climbed up with
baskets full of meat and bread.l ate them by two or
three at a mouthful, and took three loaves of bread at a
time. They supplied me as fast as they could, showing
great wonder and astonishment at my appetite. | then

made another sign that I wanted drink. They gave me

Al e Ne e S e e Ne S e N e e e

two big barrels of wine.I drank each of them at a
draught, and asked for more, but they had none to give
me. When I had done these wonders, they shouted for
joy, and danced upon my chest. While they were passing
back and forth on my body, I was often tempted to pick
up forty or fifty of them and throw them against the
ground. But I was afraid that they would shoot at me

again, and I was grateful for their kindness in giving me

food and drink, so I lay quietly.

I desired my freedom.I put my free hand to the
other, and then to my own head and body to show the

official that I wanted to be free . It seemed that he
understood me well, for he shook his head. At this I once
more thought of breaking the ropes; but again, when I
felt the pain, I made a sign to let them know they might

do what they pleased.
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wonder

/'wanda/n.

sign

/sain/n.

chest

bedy enclosing the
heart and lungs. ¥




