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1. How Lenin Studied Foreign Languages

Find Qut —

Do you agree it is-not -

casy to master a foreign

language ?

, Vladimir Léhin' knew several foreign languages.
He was good at Gefman, French and English. He
und‘erstood‘ also  Polish?', Itaiéan, Czech® and
chdish“. His knowledge of . foreign languages
helped him greatly to get information about
revolutionary ‘mcvcjx}cn‘t;;‘* in diffeifeht parts of
the world. . :

The way Lenin tried to improve his spoken
English is both interesting and 'instructive. Lenin
and his wife Nadezhda Krupskaya went to London
in 1902 at the railway station, they were met by 2
comrade living in London, who had a fine knowl-

1



edge of English. This comrade came to help them
because they could almost do nothing without the
ability to understand English. They had.thought
they knew English, Lenin had learnt English while
he was in .prison. He and his wifc had cven
translafed' a whole book from English into Russian,
but thiey “had neter heard English spoken. - When
they arrived in London, they found they could not
understand even a word, and nobody understood
them. Lenin was very dhxious about this and
started trying to improvc his English.

‘ They started gomg “to all kinds of meetmgs
standlng in the front line and carefully watchmg the
spcaker s mouth. They went very often to Hyde
Park®, where speakers spoke to passmg peoplc on
different subJects ‘They Iearned a great dcal m'
this way. Later Lenin found two Enghshmcn who'
wanted to learn Russian and thcy began to teach

cach other. He got.to know the language well.
Lemn also studled London Hc loved to chrnb

to the top of a bus and goon long udus about the c1ty

When he saw the rich: homes with their shining.

windows and green grass ground and the dirty streets

2‘.



near them lived in by the London working people,
he would often say, in English: “Two nations !”
(297 words)

Notes:
1. &._Jn . s
2. Czech [tj'ek] _— n ﬁ;’u .
3. Swedish [sw1 dx 1— n #Wg
4, movement ['mu:vmont] ——n. activity Li‘iy )
5. Hyde Park [‘haid ,pak] —— ¥R (LRI

A, B A AR S ER

297 words _ -

Rea-‘,,l“,‘g,, P eed~ minutes (wpm)

Multiple-choice exercise: (20 marks cach)

1. This passage is about
A. why Lenin wanted to stady English |

B. ‘how Lenin improved his spoken English

C. how Lenin began fo learn English i*‘lILOD(‘OH
D. what Lenin learned from hlS lxvrng in London

2 The passage tells us
 A.’ why"one should learn English
“B. Lenid worked vety hard and learned Engiish

a*
i¥1
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well

_Lenin was very good at learning foreign

languages
Lenin's way of improving his spoken English

13 good

. Lenin and his wife had thought they knew English

because —me— ..

A. they could speak English well

B. they had read & lot of English books before
arriving in London

C. they had ‘translated a vnhole book from anhsh
into” Russian '

D. they had written a book in English’

“Lenin also studied London.”” means —_._.

A. he studied London language

B. he Ioved to dlimb-to the top of a bus and go
on long rides about the city

C. he went. to see the, rich -homes..and the dirty

~ streets in London o

D. he made friends with London . people

. According to the ,-passage,. which of the following
sentences is not correct ? -
. Lenin could hardly speak Enghsh when he

arrived in London.
Lenin was good at German, English and Polish.

Lenin taught two Englishmen Ruyssian in order



to learn English from them.
D. Lenin’s knowledge of foreign languages helped
him greatly to get useful news all over the world.

Comprehension score:
Reading efficiency (speed x score):



2. A Solution® for Two Probléins

. N .
EUR mGE IR TN Tsgp el A F ety

Sovowg ;s

Find Out —

Have you ever found a
way which can solve two
problems at the same
time ?

At the end of a busy week, I was anxious because
I didn’t have a “how-to”? speech for my class.
My ride home was leaving immediately after the
class, and I hadn’t packed® yet. Then I thought
of a solution for both problems.

Rushing back to my room, I threw everything
1 needed inte my traveling bag and ran to class
hurriedly. When I was asked to speak, I carricd
my bag to the front of the room and put it on the
table. All the disorderly things in the bag went
out suddenly. “This is not the way to pack a bag,”
I said. I then explained the right way to pack

6



clothing and books, showing clearly as I went along.
By the time my speech was ﬁmshed my travelling

bag was packed. |
I received an A for my specch and didn’t miss

my ride home,

G o (147 words)

Notes: I
1. solution [so'lu:fon] ~——n a way of ﬁndmg an an-
swer to a problem ,@m(m&); fé@ﬁ'
2. howto —— adi. EMTHEY

3. pack [pek] ——- . to put things into cases for travel-
ling or storing - J&--4T40s 1147 |
. 147 words
Readlng speed:———-———xm-s- = (wpm)
Mﬁlﬁplé—éhoic‘e ‘éxercises (20 marks each)
1. 'The writer of the passage is very clever, for he ——— ..
A. received an A for his spéech
B. found out a solution for two :preblems .
C. didr’t miss his ride home "
D. was able to pack his travelling bag well,
2. From the fact that the writer got an A for his speech
on how to pack a bag, we may know that —_ ..
A. the writer is good at packing things



B. the writer is much cleverer than his classmates
.. C, the teacher enjoyed his speech very much

D. his classmates liked to learn how to pack things
3. The writer went home just after '

A. his speech

B. the bag being packed

C. ‘the class in which he made a speech

D. receiving an A for his spcech
4 The writer did not muss his ride home, for ...

A. he packed his bag quickly

B. he packed “his bag while he was mdkmg the

 speech

C. he threw everything he needed into his bag

and went to'the class hurriedly ’
D. his ride home was leavmg 1mmed1ately after

the class

5. “Ithen explained the right way to pack clothlng and

books, showing .clearly as I went along.” V_Here

“went-along”’ means
A,

B.
C.
D.: was.about. to speak

walking along
kept along .
went on speaking

Comprehension score:

Reading efficiency (speed x score):

[ §



