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Knowledge Evolution and
Social Control:

A Comparative Sociological
Analysis of History of Chinese

Educational Knowledge

Summary

This paper firstly tries to unscramble The Problem of
Joseph Needham , why the modern science grew up in Europe
but not in China, although China surpassed the western in
many aspects of technological development before 16" century ?
The Problem of Joseph Needhamt is just a {actual proposition,
not to use the science as standard to judge which is better,
western culture or Chinese culture. It aims to get to understand
the cultural conditions of scientific development. In case of Chi-
nese knowledge history, its cultural variables relate 1o cognitive
activities in the interface of spirit, social mechanism in the in-

terface of system & the support of diffusing technologies in the
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interface of instrument. Among them, Chinese selection system
& ancient education is the most permanent functional factor
traversing these three 3 interfaces, because it essentially reflects
how a society generates, assorts, distributed, transfers & eval-
uates what it thought as legal knowledge.

Secondly, by the means of “genetic structuralism”, this
paper combs the furcation of Chinese & western culture when
they generated. These furcations were enlarged gradually when
they adapted to the different living environments in cultural
evolvement, they are difference between Dao & Logos, differ-
ence of discourse models, difference between Ming theory &
Logistics, difference of knowledge assortments & difference of
principles of knowledge generation. These differences them-
selves could not be commented as good or bad, they separately
represent the spiritual processes & adaptive developments of
different civilizations. But, the venation of western culture
rather brought what the scientific reason would rather stipu-
lates, the natures of demonstrational standard, logical argu-
ment & skeptical spirit.

Thirdly, this paper compares the functional differences be-
tween Chinese & western education that acted as cultural trans-
ferring activities & cultural conservation. It supposes, “liberal
education” supplied a kind of educational concept, that has
nothing to do with utility or occupation, but to develop individ-
ual mind & mentality. This concept is definitely different from
Chinese “Six Arts Education”. “Six arts” concerned about the
utilitarian & ethical knowledge of social governance. This kind

of knowledge system, gives no allowance to theoretic thinking



about cosmic order. On the other hand, books, as the carrier of
knowledge have experienced wars & man-made disasters of
thought control, the strong mass of ancient cultural did not
show its advantages of culture amount it should value, instead
it draggled behind of the western on presswork diffusing, espe-
cially the diffusing of natural science, that has greatly limited
the generation of scientific cultural atmosphere.

Fourthly, using the views of institutional economics &
game theory for reference, this paper analyzes the social process
of knowledge selection & distribution brought by selection sys-
tem. It supposes,

1. The generation of selection system supplied the oppor-
tunity of personal aseription or becoming official career for those
“bachelors” or intelligentsia, so that it made bachelors” follow
up its stipulated tropism of knowledge selection to take action.

2. The establishment of imperial Examination System sup-
plied the game law of competitive social mobility, meanwhile,
it has set up the necessary knowledge condition of participating
in competition.

3. Being essential knowledge preparation of Chinese an-
cient Examination System, “13 classics” has contained the
principal part of Chinese ancient educational knowledge, mak-
ing the creative practice of knowledge stagnated, that has defi-
nitely affected the process of Chinese History development.

4. The game rule, which is based on Examination System
has actualized the function of system integration, that supplied
the field for exchange of various capital from different classes.

5. “13 classics”, being main part of the knowledge con-
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tained the fundamental {rame of institution system. On the oth-
er hand, it has become country’ s inner consciousness,
through daily exercises. In this case, it has deals the cultural
integrative function.

6. The conclusion of this kind of cultural integration was
being suppressing the generation of natural knowledge. So the
scientific knowledge has never gone into the mainstream of
knowledge production.

7. There existed two systems of language code, Ya yu &
Su yu, presenting the cultural codes of Big tradition & small
tradition. The evaluation standards that selection system sup-
plied preferred Ya yu, so it was in favor of the children of offi-
cers & bachelors & made against the children of middle & low
classes.

8. The objectives of Chinese knowledge ancient education
is 1o set up a faith of government validity, but this faith is not
completely consistent with rationality.

Finally, this paper thinks, the main problem in face of
Chinese culture creative movement is still be the establishment
of rationality & what it has brought, the challenges of scientif-
ic reason. It is quite a long way of heavy responsibilities to well
understand & internalize the scientific spirit, and to improve

the scientific accomplishments.
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