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The English language is a rich and living lan-
guage, flexible and vibrant. For the non-native
speaker, there is a long road to travel before the idea
of speaking vividly becomes important. There are
many other language aspects to be concerned with in
the early stages of learning English.

Yet listening to a native speaker soon reveals the
vividness of the language and many students like to
improve their understanding by considering the idi-
oms, the similes and the other aspects of English.
Usually it is much easier to learn these special as-
pects as receptive learning ( listening ), but many
Chinese learners of English have a fascination with
making their language more interesting, natural and
vivid.

Consider the following ;

I am very happy today. I have received my

results and I have done really weil. I feel

thrilled.

A native speaker would not speak in this way.



If a person is happy/thrilled and is using everyday
conversational language , it is more likely that the ex-
pression would be

I’ m over the moon! My results came and 1’ ve
passed with flying colors.

Here the idioms cver the moon and pass with
Slving colors add color io the language.
Another example

Evervthing went very well at the official dinner.

It is more likely that a native speaker would
say : It all went like clockwork.

Here the simile like clockwork clearly expresses
the fact that everything was on time and worked pre-
cisely.

Expressions such as similes, metaphors and idi-
oms help us to express our feelings and attitudes ,
sometimes with a touch of humor. Euphemisms help
the speaker to express himself/herself without cau-
sing embarrassment.

A good example would be ;

This company will begin a program of involun-
tary separation.



For the company this is a much less embarrass-

ing way of saying .

We are going io start a program of firing em-

ployees.

It is never too carly to learn some of the more
natural expressions in English. The learner should,
however, take care in using them-certainly not over
use them and always ensure that they are used in the
right context. To that point we have worked hard to
give examples of naturally spoken English throughout
this book.

In time it will become evident that understand-
ing these forms that make English more vivid, and
using them where appropriate will help the English
learner become more adept at communicating.

Taking risks with your English and making the
most of every opportunity to use your second lan-
guage will lead to further success.

Best wishes for your continuing journey through
the wonderful world of English.

Pam Wadeson
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I'am very happy today. / I have received my
results and I have done really well. / I feel thrilled.
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[’ m over the moon! My results came and I’ ve

passed with flying colors.

B K, A58 & i& over the moon #= pass with
flying colors & RARIRE & TEART E4.
BAH A6 F.

Everything went very well at the official dinner.
WRIFBGARA — 2 AEXAFHE .
It all went like clockwork.
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This company will begin a program of involun-

tary separation.

X 3L iE We ure going to start a program of
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a gold digger

a woman who creates a relationship (ire
cluding merriage ) with a rich man in order
to obtain noney

Hg A L AR B (A ) VL B
Rt 84 &

Examples

® Dad’s new woman friend is nothing but
a gold digger. She doesn 't even like the
things he does.
SO Fr 2o A HE R T vh 3 fib R 4R R B9
bl Al i ) BAHE A E XK

¢ People sually think a pretty girl is a
gold digger when she marries an old
rich mar:.
AMIT—ROA BB & AR E A E A
R K 1 bR

a hidden agenda

to have a different purpose than the one
indicated fcr doing something

5 A s R TR B
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Fxamples

» bion’ t be focled by his apparent kind-
ness. He' s got a hidden agenda, for
sure. He probably wants you to do
some extra work for him . without pay.
Al R SR B E A
L ABAR T E A E AR 1A A
CHR TR

e Be careful at the negotiation table; there
15 always a hidden agenda on both sides

usually profit.

ERFAIR LB L RN B2
fi ANATHE B AL G B —— @R R T
.

@8 a part of the furniture

to have been in a place so long that peo-
ple regard you as nearly a part of sur-
roundings

LN RAT M S A R B R
Rk A ) — 3R 4

Examples
® [Jon’t worry about me. |’ ve been here

so long people just regard me as o pan

/
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of the furniture.
BRI, Bt X AR T, A
LAEIRE ok B R Ao 1

e A good company shouldn’t view theit
employess as a part of the furniture, but
as individuals with special talents.
SEAG 23 E) A RO AE A A TH 51 T HU K
NE A PR, RRIIBEEAE
% HAFIBE BN A

a rip-off
something that is worth less than what was

paid for
KWERX T, FMATH S K, a8 T

Examples

* That fruit we bought at the supermarket
is a rip off. | saw the same fruit in the
market for half the price.
BAERYHIHLIKRLH T, R
FH A FR R OK R R E
L3N

® Don’t buy that new cream for cleaning
your face. It's a rip orf. It" s the same

as it was before - just in a new pack-
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age , but almost double the price.

) AR R 1 ki R 05, AR L
o 2 LA A () HE B R 4 G 4 1
Wrsdm ©oA

a rough diamond/a diamond in the
rough

# person who may seem rough and unedu
cated but has good qualities and character
1siics

CNEAE St K E M ERER
s A GA

Examples

® The new student is a bir of a rough dia-
mond. A bit crude but has a heart of
gold.
ATBRBEF A SRR SR & 1
N AR E OB b

* | don’t mind it if a person is a diamond
in the rough. fthey are usually very in-
teresting individuals. Maybe their man-
ners aren’ t perfect but they usually are

warm hearted :nd genuine,

WHR--DABT SRR R.

Led
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#i8 a skeleton in your closet
a secret ( usually embarrassing or bad )
that has been kept for a long time by a
person, a ‘amily or a group of people

RSB K AEA A BIRGR T

Examples

® We’ re o different from anyone else.
Every faniily has skeletons in the closet.
BATMHA—H B— T~ REHE A
B SMER B

® My grandmother always talked about
our skeleton in the family closet. It
turns out that my great grandfather
drank himseif to death.
FHLBERAE S YRR | s b i 5 i
Fo BRAUCRBEBE 1 il BALH 3R X
FERLER

1.7 a spin doctor
a person whose job it is to ensure that the



