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ez
udjoms in Confext

Jenny was on her way to take her driving test and she was
a bundle of nerves. Despite having got up at the crack of
dawn to read her driving manual once more, she felt that she
knew nothing. If only she had listened to her father. ‘it’s easier
to get a job if you can drive,’ he had said and offered to foot
the bill for the lessons. ‘I'll think about it,’ Jenny had replied
and put the idea on the back burner for some time. When she
left college and started job-hunting, she discovered that her
father had hit the nail on the head. There were indeed more
jobs available for drivers. One of her friends was a sales rep for
a publishing company and Jenny had set her heart on getting
a similar job. That meant getting a driving licence. With a great
deal of encouragement from family and friends she had
plucked up enough courage to enrol for driving lessons.
‘Learning to drive is a piece of cake,’ Jenny’s brother kept
saying, but she found it quite difficult. Although her instructor,
Mr Black, was sure that she would pass with flying colours at
her first attempt, she herself was not so confident. However,
Mr Black was right. As Jenny came out of the test centre to
meet her family, she was grinning from ear to ear. She had
passed. Now she would be able to apply for the job — and get

a company car.
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\Igpow the Meaning

be a bundle of nerves

to be very nervous: Jill is always a bundle of nerves when she has to sit

an exam.

at crack of dawn

very early in the morning: We'll have to leave home at crack of dawn

to catch the first bus.

foot the bill

to pay (for something): Jack applied for a bank loan to help him foot

the bill for his daughter’s wedding.
put (something) on the back burner

to delay dealing with (something), to set (something) aside in :
order to attend to it later: Their plans to move house have been put on

the back bumer for the moment.

hit the nail on the head

to be absolutely accurate or exact: My father hit the nail on the

head when he said that Jack was a villain.

set one’s heart on (something)

to be very keen to get or do (something), to want (something) very
much: Jan has set her heart on studying medicine. The child had set his

heart on a trip to the seaside.

pluck up courage/screw up one’s courage

to force oneself to do something, although one might be feeling
afraid or unwilling: The junior clerk finally plucked up courage and

asked his boss for a wage rise.

a piece of cake (informal)

cake but the others were very difficult.

with flying colours

very easily and successfully: Anne came through the job interview with

flying colours.
grin from ear to ear

to smile broadly, to look very pleased or happy: The coach of the
local football team was grinning from ear to ear when they won the cup.

\‘%o it Yourself

1

something very easy or simple to do: The first exam was a piece of | 10

If you were described as being a
bundle of nerves would you be
feeling calm and confident?

If you get up at crack of dawn are
you a late riser?

Fill in an idiom to complete the
sentence:

Luke was surprised that he was
leftto __intherestaurant
— he had thought that they were
going to divide it among them.

If you put something on the
back burner do you attend to it
immediately?

if you hit the nail on the head
are you accurate?

If you have set your heart on
something are you reluctant to
have it?

Give an idiom that is very similar
in form to pluck up one’s
courage and means exactly the
same.

Give an idiom which you could use
to say that something is very easy.

If students very nearly fail an exam
would you say that they had
passed with flying colours?

Give an idiom which has the same
meaning as grin from ear to ear.
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Bill could hear his mother calling him but he turned a deaf
ear. She was giving a large dinner party that evening and it
needed a great deal of organization. The whole household
was at sixes and sevens. Having spent the morning cleaning
the windows, mowing the lawn and moving chairs around, Bill
was all in. A few minutes ago he had made for the garden
shed to have a rest and read the newspaper, saying to himself,
‘It's time to lie low for a while.” Suddenly the shed door opened.
Bill looked up to see his brother Rob standing there. ‘This is
where you are,” Rob said. ‘You're really in mum’s bad books.
She wanted you to collect the meat from the butcher’s.” ‘'What
are you doing here?’ asked Bill. ‘Mum’s turning the house
upside down looking for a recipe,’ said Rob. ‘Apparently she
wrote it on a piece of paper and left it on the hall table. |
decided to make myself scarce until she calms down. Dad’s
helping her look for it.” Rob had just sat down beside Bill when
their father appeared. ‘So this is where you're hiding,” he said.
‘You'll both be in hot water when your mother finds you.
She’s like a cat on hot bricks about this party and says that
there’s no one to help her. She’s going to the hairdresser in a
few minutes and I'm staying here until the coast is clear.’



Qégpow the Meaning

turn a deaf ear to (something)
to refuse to listen to or pay attention to (something): The workers
pleaded with the boss to give them more money but he turned a deaf ear

to their request.

at sixes and sevens
in confusion, in a muddle, in a disorganized state: The students are
all going home today and the place is at sixes and sevens.

allin
exhausted, very tired: I can't reach the top of the hill — I'm all in.

lie low
to stay quiet or hidden, to avoid drawing attention to oneself: The
police think that the bank robbers are lying low somewhere. Their mother
was in a bad mood and so the children were lying low.

in (someone’s) bad books/in (someone’s) black books
unpopular with (someone), out of favour with (someone): I damaged
dad’s car and I'm now in his bad books.

turn (somewhere) upside down
to cause confusion and mess (somewhere), usually when looking
thoroughly for something: The police turned the students’ flat upside
down looking for drugs. I've turned the place upside down and I can’t
find my ring.

make oneself scarce

to get out of the way quickly, usually to avoid trouble or difficulty: |

The students were demonstrating against high fees but they made
themselves scarce when the police arrived.

in hot water
in trouble: You'll be in hot water if you're late for work again.

like a cat on hot bricks
very nervous and restless: Jane has been like a cat on hot bricks all

mormning waiting for her exam results.

the coast is clear
there is no longer any danger or difficulty present: The burglars

watched everyone leave the building and broke in when the coast was

clear.

1

%
f Do it Yourself

If you turn a deaf ear to
someone’s instructions do you
listen to these carefully?

If a kitchen is at sixes and sevens
does it look neat and tidy?

How are you feeling if you
describe yourself as being all in?

Write the missing word to com-
plete the idiom:

The robbers are lying while
the police are looking for them.

Give an idiom which is opposite
in meaning to in (someone’s)
bad books.

Under what circumstances would
you be likely to turn somewhere
upside down?

Replace the underiined words
with an idiom:

It's time to get out quickly — my
brother has discovered that I got
a stain on his best silk tie.

Give an idiom which means ‘in
trouble’.

Write the missing word to com-
plete the idiom:

If someone is very nervous and
restiess you would say that they
are like a cat on bricks.

' 10 Would you feel safe to proceed if

the coast is clear?
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Uifioms in Context

Peter was looking down in the mouth. He had just opened a
statement from the bank and his account was in the red. This
was really bad news as he had recently started a new computer
business and it was having a few teething troubles. It always
takes quite a long time to get a new company off the ground
and, although Peter had a great many customers, he was
finding that they did not always pay promptly. Without more
money coming in, the young man was worried that his business
might soon go to the wall. He had no competitors in the town
and was convinced that he would make a profit in the long
run. However, he needed time — and money. Over the years
he had borrowed a great deal of money from his parents and
he knew that his father would hit the roof if he asked for
more. Peter already had a small loan from the bank but he was
going to have to try to increase this in order to stay in business.
It would not be easy as the banks were not being particularly
generous at the moment, but he had no other choice. All the
way to the bank Peter was on tenterhooks but, when the
bank manager looked at Peter’s business plan and saw that
everything was above board, he agreed to help. The loan was
not large but, if Peter tightened his belt, his business would

be safe for some time.
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‘Qlow the Meaning

down in the mouth

miserable or depressed: Sara seems rather down in the mouth — did |

she fail the English test?
in the red

in debt, (of a bank account) overdrawn: May is highly paid and yet

her account's in the red at the end of every month.

teething troubles

problems or difficulties which occur at the start of something: The
builders had a few teething troubles with our new office block but they |

finished it on schedule.
get (something) off the ground

to get (something) started and operating successfully: We're trying
to start a new tennis club but we’ll never get it off the ground without

more members.

go to the wall

to fail, to be financially unsuccessful, to go bankrupt: Sales of the '

new product were poor and the company went to the wall.

in the long run

eventually, in the end, after a long period of time: It is hard having
no money as a student but studying is worth it in the long run — you will |

get a better-paid job.
hit the roof

to become extremely angry: Mother will hit the roof when she sees the

stain on the new carpet.

on tenterhooks

S

1

10

uncertain and extremely tense and nervous about what is going to
happen: The exam results were to be announced soon and the students |

were on tenterhooks.

above board

open and honest, without hiding anything: I would check whether

Jack's business is above board before investing any money in it.

tighten one’s belt
to economize greatly, to spend a great deal less money: Joe and Sue
have just had another child and have had to tighten their beits.

|
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‘Do it Yourself
If you were down in the mouth
would you be smiling?

Give a phrase which means the
opposite of in the red.

Do teething troubles occur at the
beginning or end of something?

Write down an idiom which
means the same as get (some-
thing) up and running.

Replace the underlined word with
an idiom:

The firm is losing sales and the
workers are afraid that it will fail.

If workers are going to be
promoted in the long run will
their promotion happen very
soon?

Replace the idiom with another
idiom of similar meaning:

Dad will hit the roof if
you borrow his car without
permission.

If you are on tenterhooks are you
calm or nervous?

Would you trust someone who
was not above board?

Write down an idiom which is
similar in meaning to tighten
one’s belt.
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celebrate FK#L, KB

afford LR, AHBE

rent FHE

be offended 4%, Atk

iron ®¥, ®
share IH, FF
flat NF

related BGER)XFEM
wardrobe KB, K

reluctant REEH, BRH
eventually BJE, &T
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7dﬁoms in Confext

It was Saturday night and Meg should have been getting ready
for a party. This was to celebrate her friend Joan's twenty-first
birthday, but Meg was in two minds about going. The problem
was clothes. She knew that all the guests would be dressed to
the nines and she had not been able to afford to buy a new
dress. Being a student, she was living on a shoestring and all
her money went on rent, food and books. Now it was the end
of term and she did not have a penny to her name. Still, Joan
would be offended if she did not appear at the party and so
there was nothing else for it. She would just have to wear the
dress that she had worn to all the other parties this term, even
though it was falling to bits. Just as Meg was ironing the dress
Carol came rushing into the room. She shared a flat with Meg
and, although they were not related, the two girls looked like
two peas in a pod. ‘Why don’t you borrow a dress from me?’
cried Carol. She had a huge wardrobe full of clothes given to
her by her father who was rolling in money. 'That gold-
coloured one will suit you down to the ground.” Meg was
reluctant to accept but eventually agreed to borrow the dress
and was the belle of the ball when she arrived at the party.
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\’QWW the Meaning

be in two minds about (something)

to be unable to come to a decision about (something): Fred has
been offered a job but it is out of town and he is in two minds about |

accepting it.

be dressed to the nines

to be dressed in formal, smart clothes, sometimes over-dressed:
Jane usually wears jeans and a sweater and hates parties where everyone

is dressed to the nines.

be living on a shoestring

to have very little money to live on: The young mother is living on a

shoestring and cannot afford to buy sweets for her children.

not to have a penny to one’s name

to be extremely poor: The groom is very rich but the bride doesn’t have

a penny to her name.

there is nothing else for it

there is only one thing to do, there is no choice: When Mark’s car
broke down several miles from the town there was nothing else for it —

he had to walk.
be falling to bits

to be in a very bad state of repair, to be torn or broken: Jack tried to |

sell me a car but you could see that it was falling to bits.

look like two peas in a pod

to look very much alike: The two girls must be sisters — they look like

two peas in a pod.

be rolling in money (informal)

to have a great deal of money, to be very rich: You would have to be

rolling in money to be able to afford a house in that part of town. Mark's | 10

dad’s rolling in money but he won’t give him a loan.

suit (someone) down to the ground

to suit (someone) extremely well, to be exactly right for (someone):

Jim loves travelling and so that job will suit him down to the ground.

belle of the ball

the most attractive woman or girl present at a gathering: There were
many beautiful women at the party but everyone agreed that Vicky was

the belle of the ball.

A s
Do it Yourself

1

2

9

If you are in two minds about
whether to go somewhere or not
have you come to a decision yet?

If your friends are wearing their
old, casual clothes would you say
that they are dressed to the
nines?

Write the missing word to com-
plete the idiom:

After he was declared redundant
the family had to live on a

When there is nothing else for it
how many choices do you have?

If you do not have a penny to
your name can you afford to
lend someone money?

If curtains are falling to bits are
they in a good state of repair?

Replace the underlined words
with an idiom from the passage:
The two little girls looked very like
each other.

Would you describe a very poor
person as rolling in money?

Replace the idiom with one of
similar meaning:

Mike loves working outdoors — a
job as a gardener will suit him
down to the ground.

Wouid you describe a plain, badly-
dressed young woman as the
belle of the ball?
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proposal R

wedding I§4L, BE
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Idioms in Context

Jane was in seventh heaven. Jack had just popped the
question and she had said yes. They wanted to get married as
soon as possible, but knew that Jane’s parents would want to
spare no expense for their only daughter’'s wedding.
Organizing this could take a long time and both Jane and Jack
would have preferred an informal occasion. Still, Jane thought
the world of her family and would agree to a large wedding if
they wanted one. The young couple were hoping to keep
their engagement under wraps until they could tell both sets
of parents in person next day. However, they were smiling so
happily that their friends guessed that they had some good
news and asked what it was. Eventually Jane's best friend,
Mary, made her come clean and everyone congratulated the
happy couple. They begged their friends not to tell anyone
else but Mary let the cat out of the bag and the news spread
rapidly round the town. By the time Jane and Jack arrived for
lunch next day both sets of parents were already in the know.
Realizing that the young people would want to tell them of
their engagement themselves, the parents pretended to know
nothing about it. Since Jane and Jack had been dating for
some time, both families had suspected that an engagement
was on the cards. Now that it had actually been announced,
they all looked forward to the happy day when the couple
would tie the knot.



