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Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills

Focus on Testing and

Chapter Reading Skills Vocabulary Skills Study Skills
one + guessing new words - guessing meaning by - analyzing summary
from context breaking down words statements for a compre-
= completing a summary = finding verbs with hension test
« anticipating the reading: precise meanings
making predictions + stories behind words:
« scanning for specific expressions associated
information with animals
+ skimming for main ideas « word detective
 reading a shaded map  understanding acronyms
and abbreviations
* enjoying quotations
two » skimming for the main * learning terminology for « recognizing the theme in
idea narrative writing an article or paragraph
 Identifying facts and » making inferences about summarizing a narrative
opinions character traits piece of writing for an
» using the encyclopedia « useful slang expressions essay test
to prepare a report + using contextual clues to
« using predictions to aid decipher unknown
comprehension words
« DRTA (Directed
Reading/Thinking
Activity)
three « distinguishing general * hearing the rhyme in improving your chances
from specific poetry on multiple-choice
« recalling main ideas and  + coping with technical examinations
details terms fact/opinion practice
 drawing conclusions by » stories behind words: questions
using a chart some gender words » paragraph writing
+ identifying facts and practice for short essay
opinions questions
+ recognizing an ironic
tone
« recognizing point of
view
four « evaluating content: + matching key words to improving test scores on

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills

critical reading
skimming a narrative
story

identifying support for a
hypothesis

definitions
understanding abbrevia-
tions

using prefixes
analyzing words and
phrases

true/false questions
practice matching words
and definitions for
vocabulary tests



Focus on Testing and

Chapter Reading Skills Vocabulary Skills Study Skills
» forming a line of * scanning context
argument for synonyms
* summarizing an article * stories behind
« finding out about myste- words: mythology
rious phenomena * learning about
riddles
five » sequencing ideas into * relating vocabulary * avoiding “traps” in
chronological order to an idea standardized
« learning to read an + inferring attitudes vocabulary tests
interview and their causes
+ finding support for main * word parts study:
ideas the suffix -hood
+ paraphrasing compli- « interviewing a
cated passages classmate
+ DRTA (Directed + noting differences
Reading/Thinking between British
Activity and American
» predicting action English
* selecting adjec-
tives for a context
¢ Canadian and
American spelling
differences
six » comparing personal * using charts and + underlining and

experience to a reading
applying concepts:
mnemonic devices
finding support for or
against a hypothesis
identifying elements of
horror (in gothic fiction)
summarizing from a
different point of view

drawings to aid
description

small differences
between British,
and North
American English
reading 19th-
century vocabulary
paraphrasing
complex ideas

marginal glossing
as aids for memory

* study mapping

* practicing compre-
hension quizzes

« reading for speed
during tests

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills



Chapter

Reading Skiils

Vocabulary Skills

Focus on Testing and
Study Skills

seven

making inferences
applying inferences to
specific situations
analyzing sentence
structures

interpreting a table
distinguishing between
general and specific
relating the reading to a
new perspective

vocabulary relating to
business ethics
understanding idiomatic
phrases

finding related nouns
and verbs

inferring the meaning of
key words and expres-
sions

+ reviewing study skills:

underlining and marginal
glossing

eight

using clues to make
inferences
summarizing the main
point

using information to
disprove false opinions
identifying a bias
matching general ideas
and specific examples

finding the visual
metaphors

identifying technical
vocabulary from context
fitting scientific terms
into context

guessing the meaning of
idioms and colloquial
phrases

studying word deriva-
tives: finding related
words

reading charts on tests
timed reading

reading diagrams on
tests

timed reading

anticipating the reading:
making predictions
making and supporting
inferences

making inferences from
a map

sutymarizing infor-
mation about specific
points

reading poetry for
meaning

guessing the meaning of
words in context
expressing reactions to
music

paraphrasing complex
ideas

expressing reactions to
paintings

preparing for exams
with study maps
timed reading
writing an instant
summary

ten

focusing on a key issue
guessing the meaning of
new words from context
scanning to develop a
contrast '

building a summary
from themes

relating facts to a

specific part of a reading

solving problems in
groups

solving a crossword
puzzle using medical
terminology

adding color with verbs
learning legal terms in
context

scanning for antonyms

speaking in front of
people (practice for oral
examinations)

timed reading

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills



Chapter

Reading Skills

Vocabulary Skills

Focus on Testing and
Study Skills

eleven

recalling major points of
contrast

identifying and evalu-
ating the point of view
relating the reading to a
poem

recognizing historical
significance
anticipating the reading:
prediction

previewing an extended
reading

summarizing the article
describing the author’s
point of view

 distinguishing shades of

meaning

paraphrasing key ideas
matching the illness
with the cure

matching definitions to
technical terms
choosing the correct
synonym

answering short essay
questions

practicing short essays
timed reading

twelve

anticipating the reading:
prediction

reading between the
lines

reading a graph

making inferences
identifying an ironic
point of view

finding a moral for the
story

relating prophesies to
past, present, and future
experimenting with
astrology and related
terms

choosing the correct
words to complete a
summary

writing an extempora-
neous essay
practicing for a final
exam

timed reading

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills
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Language and
Learning
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The author of the first selection describes his 2
early encounters with learning English, the language ’0
that finally helped him to overcome his feelings of
being an outsider in the dominant culture. The
second selection discusses how to use the library.
The third reading talks about the role of English
in today’s world.
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Native Americans

exercise '

Before You Read

Guessing the Meaning of New Words
from Context

Try to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words as you read. One way of under-
standing a new word is to break it into smaller words, prefixes, and suffixes’
Another way is to look for a synonym or explanation near the word. Practice these
skills by writing your own definitions for the italicized words in the following
sentences taken from the first reading selection. Use the hints to help you.

1. “We are born into a cultural preconception that we call reality and that we

never question.” (Hint: Do you know the meaning of the prefix pre- and the
word concept?)

preconception:

. “We essentially know the world in terms of that cultural package or precon-

ception, and we are so unaware of it that the most liberal of us go through
life with a kind of ethnocentricity.” (Hint: The word ethnic means
“belonging to a particular culture or group.” What do you think centr-
means?)

ethnocentricity:

. “I grew up in a place that was called a wilderness, but I could never under-

stand how that amazing ecological park could be called ‘wilderness,’
something wild that needs to be harnessed.” (Hint: What part of the
sentence explains the meaning of wilderness?)

wilderness:

. “Nature is some sort of foe, some sort of adversary, in the dominant

culture’s mentality.” (Hint: Because of the repetition of the words some
sort of, you can see that there is another word that is very close in meaning
to adversary. What word is this?)

adversary:

M If you cannot break a word apart or find a nearby synonym or explanation, you

simply have to guess a likely meaning to fit the context. Choose the best word to
substitute for each italicized word in the following sentences from the selection.

Mosaic IV * Reading



