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Preface

After the publication of the first volume of Legal History Re-
view ,many friends in the law circle highly commended our works.
‘While some of its columns and articles have in deed aroused the at-
tention of many researchers,a lot of data and information in the first
volume also provided great help to the researchers concerned as well.
In addition, we learnt that the Legal History Review is distributed
overseas, so the research achievements by the authors will be known
widespreadly. All of these made us feel comfortable.

In comparison with the first volume, the second volume has no
big change in the whole structure but some partial modifications nec-
essary. The changes are intended to reflect the research level in legal
history more adequately and exactly, to stimulate the exchange of a-
cademic information more effectively,and to get Legal History Re-
view functioned better. For example, we added a new column“Dis-
sertation Digest” so as to show the achievements done by the new
forces in this field. Because academic .critics are for the purpose to
strengthen the exchange of new ideas in the academic circles and of-
fer new information, we expanded the volume for academic critics as
well. Whereas the diversified critic style is the goal we are making
efforts to achieve. At the same time, we increased the content for the
research achievements from foreign legal history and the history of

comparison law in order to cover more research fields. To begin with
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this volume, we will deliver an annual review to outline the research
achievements in the previous year. Because this is the first time to
include this content, we also reviewed the research achievements ear-
lier than 1998 but limited the contents only on Chinese legal history.
In the following annual review we will cover foreign legal history
and other fields related.

Although Legal History Review only publishes the papers bear-
ing high academic value, it does not exclude the diversity of the con-
tent and style. Academic research themselves are the social activities
that can not be limited in a narrow pattern. We have an ancient tra-
dition in China that both classics and history are literary composi-
tions. Therefore, Legal History Review encourages the creation of
new research methods and new theories. We will give advantages to
this kind of papers.

Although we got some experience by compiling the first vol-
ume, we do not dare to slack off in the compilation of the second vol-
ume. Instead this made us to feel a greater pressure and stimulates us
to do our work better. Because this is a goal that can not be achieved
by several editors, we hope to get more and more help from the
friends in the field of legal history. The compilation of Legal History
Review is under the auspices of China Legal History Society, so ev-
ery one in the society should support the work.

In the compilation of Legal History Review , we do not treat it
as a routine work but an academic activity. Academic creations have
no limitations. Therefore, in light of this, many shortages are left
there and should be improved in future volumes. For example, there
are many places need to be improved in the whole structure. Some

columns are short of originality and do not effectively reflect the con-
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tent. And many discussion topics interested by the scholars are not
highlighted well. Thus in our future compilation, we will adopt a
more open method that focuses on the essence of the research
achievements, and focuses the academic value of the research
achievements. We are going to make efforts to avoid to limit re-
searcher’s academic interests and their creative orientations by our
subjective compilation method. We would like to make Legal Histo-
ry Review as a mirror to reflect the academic status and academic
value of the research achievements in this field.

At the final we should not forget to acknowledge the support by
Law Publishing House. We highly appreciate the care and support
from Mr. Jia Jingping, the chief editor of Law Publishing House. We
also pay our high regards to editors Miss Wang Yaoqi and Mr. Zhang
Bo for their great editing works. At the same time our heartfull
thanks are going to all friends who are supporting the works of Chi-
na Legal History Society and supporting Legal History Review.

.
Han Yanlong
April 4,1999
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