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My early home

The first place that I can well remember was a
large pleasant meadow with a pond of clear water in
it. Some shady trees leaned over it, and rushes and
water lilies grew at the deep end. Over the hedge on
one side we looked into a plowed field, and on the

other we looked over a gate at our master’s house,

which stood by the roadside; at the top of the
meadow was a plantation of fir trees, and at the bottom a running brook overhung by a steep
bank.

While I was young I lived upon my mother’s milk, as I could not eat grass. In the
daytime I ran by her side, and at night I lay down close by her. When it was hot, we used to
stand by the pond in the shade of the trees, and when it was cold, we had a nice warm shed
near the plantation.

As soon as I was old enough to eat grass, my mother used to go out to work in the
“daytime, and come back in the evening.

There were six young colts in the meadow besides me; they were older than I was; some
were nearly as large as grown-up horses, I used to run with them, and-had great fun; we used
to gallop all together round and round the field, as hard as we could go. Sometimes we had
rather rough play, for they would frequently bite and kick as well as gallop.

One day when there was a good deal of kicking, my mother whinnied to me to come to
her, and then she said, “I wish you to pay attention to what I am going to say to you. The
colts who live here are very good colts, but they are cart-horse colts, and, ‘of course, they
have not learned manners. You have been well born and bred; and your father has a great
name in these parts; and your grandfather won the cup two years at the Newmarket races;
your grandmother had the sweetest temper of any horse I ever knew, and 1 think you have
never seen me kick or bite. I hope you will grow up gentle and good, and never learn bad
ways; do your work with a good -will, Lift your feet up well when you trot, and never bite or
kick éven in play.” : e

1 have mever forgotten oy mother’s advite; I knew sheiwas a wise old horse, and our




master thought a great deal of her. Her name was Duchess, but he often called her Pet.

Our master was a good, kind man. He gave us good food, good lodging, and kind words;
he spoke as kindly to us as he did to his little children. We were all fond of him, and my
mother loved him very much. When she saw him at the gate, she would neigh with joy, and
trot up to him. He would pat and stroke her and say, “Well, old Pet, and how is your little
Darkie?” I was a dull black, so he called me Darkie; then he would give me a piece of bread,
which was very good, and sometimes he brought a carrot for my mother. All the horses would
come to him, but I think we were his favorites. My mother always took him to the town on a

market day in a light gig.

meadow/'medau/ n. Bifh, B
hedge/hedz/ n, BHE, BR
overhang/'suva heaen/ v. (-hung) B%FE, (ER%)ET

) RE, (BRI
. Wi n. GRIRE D) DU g

gallop /'geelap/
whinny /'wini/

<
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lodge /lod3/ v. £ n. BFNE
neigh /nei/ v, (ZH)B n, BEGRES
trot /trot/ v. ( trotted; trotting) (G)/NE; (A) /M EE

Lig/MEAR—FRFMOKRAREFR. $— A THE "R TRA/IBR®), FER
B WBUR 1820 FHAETERE, MUBMAKKFEEH T -RIAREKTRE.
Z....and on the other we looked over a gate at our master’s house, which stood by the

roadside. which stood by the roadside N IEFR B EIENG, B HTERM .

3. When it was hot, we used to gallop all together round and round the field, as hard as
we could go. used to BRTEH K.,

4.... and our master thought a great deal of her. think a great deal of sb. % (3t A ) iE#1B
& » X 40 . think highly of,
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1 . Write the correct word on the line,

whinny meadow lodge grass attention

colt gallop hedge rough kick
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1.1 can still remember the large pleasant _ with a pond of clear water in it.

2. We looked into a plowed field over the _ on one side.

3. Our master gave us good food, good ___ and kind words.

4. While I was young I lived upon my mother’s milk, as I could not eat

5. There were six young ____ in the meadow besides me.

6. Weused to ______ all together round and round the field.

7. Sometimes we had rather _ play.

8. When one day there was a good deal of __ , my mother _____ to me to come to her
to have a talk with me,

9. My mother wished me to pay ____ to her words.

I . Complete the sentences to show that you understand the meaning of the new words. In
small groups, take turns to read your sentences aloud. Ask your classmates questions

about their sentences,

1. The frightened horse g away.
2. We can see cattle grazing inthem ___ ,and the horses w _____ with pleasure,
3. The book I want is right at the b___ of the pile.
4. In the morning, I entered my grandma’s room laughing loudly. And the old lady said
to me, “ Aren’t you forgetting your m ______ ?”

5. “P " is the American word for British word “plough”.
6. Well, Imust bet ___ off home now,

G

\ XA
PG 01117171 Vo) S———————————

Choose the right answers.
1. Here “I” refers to
a. a horse b. a farmer c. a sheep d. a dog

2. When the writer talks about the first place he can well remember, he expresses

a. his sad feeling of it

b. his love for it

c. that he can never see a better place than it
d. that he has a very good memory

3. Rushes and water lilies must be the names of the

a. horses b. plants c. meadows d. animals
4. There were altogether __ colts in the meadow and I was the

a. 6, youngest b. 7, youngest

c. 5, smallest d. many, smallest

5. When the writer mentions his mother’s words to him , he wants

a. to tell us he grows up with very good “education”



b. to describe a great mother to us

c. to tell us in one’s life, mother’s words are the most important

d. to tell us something about his family

P
(N7

)~ Discussion. or writing

Can you remember a beautiful garden you’ve been to? If you can,describe it.
Some words you can use in your description:

gate, pond, tree, flower, river, boat, bridge, bird, etc.

!_Iﬂ__m

The hunt

I was two years old when a circumstance happened
which I have never forgotten. It was early in the spring;
there had been a little frost in the night and a light mist
still hung over the plantation and meadows. I and the other
colts were feeding at the lower part of the field when we

heard, quite in the distance, what sounded like the cry of

dogs. The oldest of the colts raised his head, pricked his
ears, and said, “There are the hounds!” and immediately cantered off, followed by the rest of
us to the upper part of the field, where we could look over the hedge and see several fields
beyond. My mother and an old riding horse of our master’s were also standing near, and
seemed to know all about it.

“They have found a hare,” said my mother, “and if they come this way we shall see the
hunt, ”

And soon the dogs were all tearing down the field of young wheat next to ours. I never
heard such a noise as they made. They did not bark, nor howl, nor whine, but kept on a
“Yo! Yo,0,0! Yo! Yo,0,0!” at the top of their voices. After them came a number of men on
horseback, some of them in green coats, all galloping as fast as they could. The old horse,
snorted and looked eagerly after them, and we young colts wanted to be galloping with them,
but they were soon away into the fields lower down; here it seemed as if they had come to a
stand; the dogs left off barking , and ran about every way with their noses to the ground.

“They have lost the scent,” said the old horse, “perhaps the hare will get off. ”

“What hare?” 1 said.
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“Oh! I don’t know what hare; likely enough it may be one of our own hares out of the

plantation; any hare they can find will do for the dogs and men to run after. ”And before long
the dogs began their “Yo! Yo, 0,0!”again, and back they came all together at full speed,
making straight for our meadow at the part where the high bank and hedge overhung the
brook. '

“Now we shall see the hare,” said my mother; just then a hare wild with fright rushed
by, and made for the plantation. On came the dogs. They burst over the bank, leaped the
stream, and came dashing across the field, followed by the huntsmen. Six or eight men leaped
their horses clean over, close upon the dogs. The hare tried to get through the fence; it was
too thick, and she turned sharp round to make for the road, but it was too late; the dogs were
upon her with their wild cries. We heard one shriek, and that was the end of her. One of the
huntsmen rode up and whipped off the dogs, who would soon have torn her to pieces. He held

her up by the leg, torn and bleeding, and the gentleman seemed well pleased.

@ds

circumstance/'sa:komstons/
frost /frost/

prick /prik/

hound /haund/

canter /'kaenta/
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snort /sno:t/

scent /sent/
shriek /frizk/

1. I and the other colts were feeding at the lower part of the field when we heard, quite in

3 X} g 4

the distance, what sounded like the cry of dogs.
. when we heard, when 3| 35 4], B BB X 54K, -
quite in the distance,#H A&, BB EERTHH T .

2. After them came a number of men on horseback, some of them in green coats, all
galloping as fast as they could. After them came a number of men on horseback , {5 %
A, ERREEMNBEBEFLEW DM A . some of them in green coats, all galloping as
fast as they could 2B EHEEH.

3....any hare they can find will do for the dogs and men to run after... will do BEBRH
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I . Write the correct word on the line,

wheat distance fence circumstance frost

shriek bleed canter gallop whip

. At the age of two, an unforgettable __ happened.
. There was ______ on the ground and mist in the air.

. There seemed to be cries of the dogs guite in the

. The colts immediately off,

. The dogs were all tearing down the field of young next to ours.

Hh LY = W N

. A number of men came after them on horseback. They all __ as fast as they could.
Soon they left us behind.

7. Just then a hare wild with fright rushed by. The hare tried to get throughthe _ _ ,

but failed.

8. The _ from the hare told us she was caught.

9. The dogs were _____ off, in case they would soon have torn her to pieces,

10. One of the hunter held the hare up by the leg, torn and

T . Complete the sentences to show that you understand the meaning of the new words, In

small groups, take turns to read your sentences aloud. Ask your classmates questions
about their sentences,

1. The ground was white with f

2. “Don’t let me fall!” shes _

3. When a horse runs at a ¢ ____ , it runs at a medium pace, faster than a trot, and
slower than a g

4. Her husband died a few years ago, leaving her in impoverished ¢

5. An animal s when it forces air violently and noisily out of its nostrils.

/)%y Comprehension

Choose the right answers,
1. At the age of two I experienced
a. an unforgettable hunting
b. an interesting running
c. an interesting fighting among the horses
d. a cruel fighting among the dogs
2. was the sign of the hunting.
a. The dogs’ cry in the distance b. The quiet evening
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c. The colts’ raising their ears d. The early spring
3. made me confirm that the animal they were hunting was a hare,
a. The dogs’ noise b. The colts’ cry
¢. My mother’s words d. The men’s rushing
4,  were eager to be galloping with the dogs.
a. My mother and | b. My master and we
c. We young colts d. All the people present

5. Which of the following is the correct order according to the text?
DWe heard one shriek
®The dogs came on ,followed by the huntsmen.
® The hare tried to get through the fence, but it was too thick.
@A wild hare rushed by, and made for the plantation,
G The hunter held the hare up by the leg, torn and bleeding.
®The hare turned sharp round to make for the road.
(@One of the huntsmen rode up and whipped off the dogs.
a. DQ®BOO® b. DA®GE®DOD
. @O0®DOO® d. 2®00®®

T T
23l ar.}-.*w:‘:.'.Fé%‘krfz}-&‘fm«w‘;&%’é'- IR AT

Suppose you are one of the hunters, retell the text,
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My breaking in

] was now beginning to grow handsome; my coat had
grown fine and soft, and was bright black. I had one white
foot, and a pretty white star on my forehead. I was thought
very handsome; my master would not sell me till I was four
years old; he said lads ought not to work like men, and colts
ought not to work like horses till they were quite grown up.

When I was four years old, Squire Gordon came to look
at me, He examined my eyes, my mouth and my legs; he felt

them all down; and then I had to walk and trot and gallop

before him; he seemed to like me, and said, “When he has

been well broken in, he will do very well. ” My master said he would break me in himself, as
he shouid not like me to be frightened or hurt, and he lost no time about it, for the next day
he began,

Everyone may not know what breaking in is, therefore 1 will describe it. It means to
teach a horse to wear a saddle and bridle and to carry on his back a man, woman, or child ; to
go just the way they wish, and to go quietly. Besides this, he has to learn to wear a collar, a
crupper, and a breeching, and to stand still while they are put on;then to have a cart or a
chaise fixed behind him, so that he cannot walk or trot without dragging it after him; and he
must go fast or slow, just as his driver wishes. He must never start at what he sees, nor
speak to other horses, nor bite, nor kick, nor have any will of his own, but always do his
master’s will,even though he may be very tired or hungry; but the worst of all is, once his
harness is on, he may neither jump for joy nor lie down for weariness. So you see this
breaking in is a great thing.

My master often drove me in double harness with my mother, because she was steady and
could teach me how to go better than a strange horse, She told me the better I behaved, the
better I should be treated, and that it was always wisest to do my best to please my master.
“But,” said she, “there are a great many kinds of men; there are good, thoughtful men like

our master that any horse may be proud to serve; but there are bad, cruel men, who never




ought to have a horse or a dog to call their own. Besides, there are a great many foolish men,
vain, ignorant and careless, who never trouble themselves to think; these spoil more horses
than all, just for want of sense; they don’t mean it, but they do for all that. I hope you will
fall into good hands; but a horse never knows who may buy him, or who may drive him; it is

all a chance for us, but still I say, do your best wherever it is, and keep up your good name. ”

N e

saddle /'sadl/ n. S, (WEE . BTESNE

bridle /'braidl/ n. PLF (R v. ME, A%

crupper /'krapa/ n (BESHERLEAEH,; (E.GEAR R
breeching /'britfig/ n. (MSAMBRY, HiE

chaise /tfeiz/ no _RBRELE , NEHEETE

harness /'ha:nis/ n. HH, 4R BERXERANSEXEES
vain /vein/ a. BRW,TERH

ignorant /'ignarant/ a. BBKRHK, HERZLEM

K0

v
1. ... to have a cart or a chaise fixed behind him... have sth., done & Jffi----- .
2 . ...the better I behaved, the better I should be treated... the more... the more... &
S e eee B '
“Exercises

¥ v Mocabulary

1 . Write the correct word on the line.

crupper handsome describe master examine
seem break frighten saddle driver
1. Gradually I was beginning to grow __ with my bright black soft coat.
2.My kind  would not sell me till I was four years old. -

3. It seemed that Squire Gordon would become my new master, because he came to

me.
4.He _ to be satisfied with me, and said, “When he has been well broken in, he
will do very well. ”
5. My master wanted to break me in himself, as he should not like me tobe __ or
hurt,
6. Here I will __ breaking in for you.



