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Certainly, Alfred Nobel was the kind of person many of us would have
liked to meet. He was colourful, innovative and equipped with an intel-
lectual mind. he did the unexpected and surprised both family and
friends, he did not discover nitroglycerine. He tamed it by using kiesel-
guhr to get dynamite. This invention gave him his fortune. He character-
ized himself by saying: “I am a misanthrope. ..” and hence someone
who either hates people or the world. He added, however, “... al-
though with a sympathetic attitude, have a lot of loose ends and I am also
a superidealist digesting philosophy better than food.” Also, his last will
and testament witnessed against the “misanthrope” when he stated that:
“The whole of my remaining realizable estate shall. .. constitute a fund
... to the greatest benefit on mankind.” This cannot have been stated by
a misanthrope. His testament really shocked his family, his home country
Sweden and initiated a hectic debate and caused turbulence.

Indeed, Alfred Nobel was a man one would have liked to meet in person.
Now, good substitutes will have to do. This book presents the remarkable

man and his achievements.

Sten Lindahl MD PhD FRCA
Professor Karolinska Institute
Chair Nobel Committee for Physiology or Medicine
6/12/2002 6:48 AM
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