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Preface

Asymmetric catalysis is a field which was considered for a long time as of minor
importance for synthesis (apart enzymatic reactions). It was only since 1970 that ma-
jor improvements came, especially thanks to organcmetallic catalysis. I am pleased
that Professors Zhang and Guo decided to write a monograph on this important topic,
which can no more be ignored. The book gives the principles of asymmetric catalysis
and covers a large range of asymmetric reactions, including phase-transfer catalysis.
Examples are given for each class of catalytic reactions. Mechanisms are also dis-
cussed. This book will be of great help for advanced students and researchers involved
in modern organic synthesis or industial processes. I congratulate the authors for this

excellent and in time treatise.

Professor Henri B. Kagan

Paris-South University ‘4 2 Zk _

Orsay, France. March 5,2002
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