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Abstract

In the 20th century, “modernity” is the main thesis of modern western
thoughts. From the early days, Heidegger touched on the various phenomena of
modernity and kept a conscious mind toward its seriousness and urgency. Later,
Heidegger made a comprehensive and profound critique toward modernity in the
fields of history of Being, truth, art, science and technology, language, and
thinking. With his non-philosophical thinking, Heidegger “thought” into moder-
nity, what’s more, criticized it through his lifetime experiences.

Observed from his viewpoint of history of Being, Heidegger claims that the
essence of modernity is metaphysics, or more strictly, subjective metaphysics,
which means the forgetful-ness of Being. Meanwhile, he explores out that the
source of modernity is technology, which forms and strengthens the metaphysical
foundation of modernity, and, as a “challenging-forth” mode of revealing, domi-
nates all arenas of modern world, like a “enframing” (Ge-stell).

Heidegger comes to understand that “but where danger is, also grows the sav-
ing power”. The historical destiny of Being is destined, through the end of the
subjective metaphysics, back to Being itself. But in terms of human being, if the
modern world is expected to be timely saved from modernity, subjective meta-
physics and technological activities should be humanly over-come or transcended. In
order to call forth, awake, correspond and welcome the re-presence of Being,
which has been absent for long, he, as a human being, must learn to “thinking”
and “poetizing”. In the thinking and poetizing, the world would come out of the
clutch of magic figure of modernity, and into the sunshine of a new era.

Heidegger’s critique of modernity possesses its own destiny. Firstly, its des-
tiny is involved in his lifetime, especially expressed in “The Heidegger Case” (en-
gagement with Nazism). Secondly, for the reference of the whole post-modernist
thoughts, which criticize modernity, it (in view of his standpoint of “post-philos-
ophy” or “post-metaphysics” and its strong critique of modernity) doubtlessly be-
longs to post-modernism, meanwhile has to encounter the attacks from both the
conservative ( modernity-defending ) and radical ( post-modernity-advocating )

sides.



Contrasted with other critical thecries of modernity of post-modernism,

Heidegger's critique is testified to be another type of post-modernism returning

to “pre-modernity”. It possesses the following three characteristics: Thorough-
ness, based on pure “Ontology”, which is characterized by non-objective thought
and non-anthropological horizon, it both externally and internally transcends moder-
nity; Constructiveness, the task of transcending modernity is not to advocate de-
structive post-modernity, which is in the condition of pure texts, like vacuum, but

to re-construct lively “pre-modernity”, Actuality, the practicality of the channels

of saving modernity—- “thinking” and “poetizing” determines the actuality
of his critique.

Heidegger’s and Marx’s critiques of modernity can be cross-referred from the
viewpoint of basic horizon. Heidegger shows a deep concern with, does a unique
reading of, and gives a penetrating analysis to, Marx’s thought. In the light of
history of Being, Heidegger explores the world-historical consciousness embodied in
Marx’s thought, and views Marx as the last metaphysician, who finishes the west-
ern metaphysics. Heidegger’s mode of reading of Marx’s thought could help re-dis-
close Marx’s critique of modernity, and re-present his own critique of modernity.

Heidegger’s critique of modernity, with non-philosophical thinking as its spe-
cific property, and the return of “pre-modernity” as its goal, has a worldwide sig-

nificance.
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On Heidegger’s Critique of Modernity
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