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HOW I HONESTLY EARNED
THREE DOLLARS

In some ways | was always honest; even from
my earliest years I could never bring myself to use
money which I had acquired in questionable ways;
many a time I tried, but principle was always
stronger than desire. Six or eight months ago,
Lieut. -Gen!. Nelson A. Miles® was given a great

dinner party in New York, and when he and I were
chatting together in the drawing-room before going
out to dinner he said, “I’ve known you as much as
thirty years, isnt it?”

1 said, “Yes, that’s about it, I think.”

He mused 2 moment or two and then said, “I
wonder we didnit meet in Washington in 1867; you
were there at that time, weren’t you?”

1 said, “Yes, but there was a difference; 1
was not known then; I had not begun to bud—1
was an obscurity; but you had been adding to your
fine Civil War record; you had just come back from
your brilliant Indian campaign 'in the Far West,
and had been rewarded with a brigadier-general-
ship in the regular ‘army, and everybody was talk-
ing about you and praising you. If you had met
me, you wouldn’t be able to remember it now —un-
less some unusual circumstance of the meeting had
burnt it into your memory. It is forty years ago,
and people don’t remember nobodies over a stretch
of time like that.”
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1 didnt wish to continue the conversation
along that line, so I changed the subject. I could
have proven to him without any trouble that we did
meet in Washington in 1867, but I thought it
might embarrass one or the other of us, so I didn*
do it. I remember the incident very well. This was
the way of it .

1 had just come back from the Quaker City’
Excursion, and had made a contract with Elisha

Bliss of Hartford to write a book about it'. 1 was

out of money, and I went down to Washington to

see if I could earn enough there to keep me in bread

and butter® while I should write the book. I came
across William Swinton and together we invented a
scheme for our mutual sustenance; we became the
fathers and originators of what is a common fea-
ture in the newspaper world now, the syndicate.
We became the old original first Newspaper Syndi-

cate® on the planet; it was on a small scale but that

" is usual with untried new enterprises.” We had
twelve journals on our list; they were all weeklies, -
all obscure and poor and all scattered far away
among the back settlement. It was a proud thing
for those little newspapers to have a Washington
correspondent, and a fortunate thing for us that
)t\hey felt in that way about it. Each of the twelve

took two letters a week from us-, at a_dollar per
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- letter; each of us wrote one letter per week, and

sent off six duplicates of it to these benefactors,

thus acquiring twenty-four dollars a week’ to live

on, which was all we needed in our cheap and

humble quarters. 4)

Swinton was one of the dearest and loveliest
human beings I have ever known, and we led a
charmed existence together, in a contentment
which knew no bounds. He was a Scotchman, and
a Presbyterian®; a Presbyterian of the old and gen-
uine school, being honest and sincere in his reli-
gion and loving it and finding serenity and peace in
it. He hadn’t a vice, unless a large and grateful
sympathy with Scotch whisky may be called by
that name. I didn’t regard it as a vice, because he
was a Scotchman, and Scotch whisky to'a Scotch-
man is as innocent as milk is to the rest of the hu-
man race. In Swinton’s case it was a virtue and not
an economical one. Twenty-four dollars 'a week
would really have been riches to us if we hadnt
had to support that jug’; because of the jug we

were always sailing pretty close to the wind'®, and

any tardiness in the arrival of any part of our in-
come was sure tO Cause some inconvenience.

1 remember a time when a shortage occurred;
we had to have three dollars, and we had to have it

before the close of the day. 1 don’t know now how
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we happened to want all that money at one time; I
only know we had to have it. Swinton told me to
go out and find it, and he said he would also go out
and see what he could do. He didn’t seem to have
any doubt that we would succeed, but I knew that
that was his religion working in him; I hadn’t the
same confidence; I hadn™ any idea where to turn to
raise all that bullion" and I said so. I think he was
ashamed of me, privately, because of my weak
faith. He told me to give myself no uneasiness, no
concern; and said in a simple, confident and un-
questioning way, “The Lord will provide. ” 1 saw
that he fully believed the Lord would provide, but
it seemed to me that if he had had my experience —
But never mind that; before he was done with me
his strong faith had had its influence, and 1 went
forth from the place almost convinced that the
Lord really would provide.

I wandered around the streets for an hour,
trying to think up some way to get that money,
but nothing suggested itself'’. At last I lounged in-
to the big lobby of the Ebbitt House, which was
then a new hotel, and sat down. Presently a dog
came loafing along. He paused, glanced up at me
and said with his eyes, “Are you ~ﬁ"iendly?” I an-
swered with my eyes that T was. He gave his tail a
grateful wag and came forward and rested his jaw
on my knee and lifted his brown eyes to my face in
a winningly affectionate way. He was a lovely
creature , as beautiful as a girl , and he was made
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all of silk and velvet. 1 stroked his smooth brown
head and fondled his dro?ping ears, and we were a
pair of lovers right away. Pretty soon Brig. -Gen".
Miles, the hero of the land, came strolling by in
his blue and gold splendors with everybody’s ad-
miring gaze upon him. He saw the dog and
stopped, and there was a light in his eye which
showed that he had a warm placer in his heart for
dogs like this gracious creature; t_hen he came for-
ward and patted the dog and said,

“He is very fine—he is a wonder; would you
sell him?”

1 was greatly moved; it seemed a marvelous
thing to me, the way Swinton’s prediction had
come true.

I said, “Yes.” )

The General said, “What do you ask for
him?”

“Three dollars. ”

The General was manifestly surprised. He
said; “Three dollars? Only three dollars? Why,
that dog is a most uncommon dogs he can’t possi-
bly be worth less than fifty. If he were mine, I
wouldn’t take a hundred for him. I’m afraid you
are not aware of his value. Reconsider your price if

you like, 1 don’t wish to wrong you.”

10
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