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e UNIT 1

TEXT A

Are you an English learner? If so, do you know why so many people are
rushing to learn English? After reading the following text, you will probably

know the reasons . . .

English Worldwide

English is now the intemational language for airline pilots, scientists,
medical experts, businessmen and many others. Consequently, more and more
people are leaming it. The BBC’s English teaching radio programs are
broadcast daily to four continents and supplied to radio stations in 120
countries. Films and videos are on the air or used in institutions in over 100
countries . All this helps to add more speakers to the estimated 100 million who
use English as a second language. The rush to leamn English has reached even
China. The main reason for the upsurge in interest is the recent increase in
China’ s contacts with the outside world.

Unlike many other widely used languages, English can be correctly used
in very simple form with less than one thousand basic words and very lew
grammatical rules. This was pointed out in the 1920’ s by two Cambridge
scholars, Ogden and Richards, who devised a system called “Basic English” .
Another reason for the popularity of English is that English-speaking countries
are spread throughtout the world. An estimated 310 million people in Britain,
U.S.A., Canada, Australia, South Africa, etc. use English as their mother

tongue. Also in former British colonial areas in Africa and Asia where many

1
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local languages are spoken, no common language has been found which would
make a suitable substitute for English.

In Delhi, although nationalists would prefer to phase out the use of
English, the man from South India finds English more acceptable than Hindi,
while the northemner prefers English to any of the southem language. Turning
from India to Africa, a similar problem exists. However reluctant African
nations are to use English and, as it were, subject themselves to a kind of
“cultural imperialism”, there seems to be no alternative language which will do
the job of communication effectively.

The view that spreading the use of English is entirely beneficial has its
opponents. Some teachers who have returned from overseas consider it create a
wider gap between those who are educated and those who have little or no
education. Nevertheless, in many parts of the world, the technical and
scientific knowledge needed to develop a country’s resources and improve
people’ s living conditions, is just not available in the mother tongue. A second
language opens the door to the worldwide sharing of skills and discoveries in
science, engineering and medicine.

As for the future, it seems certain that English in one form or another will
be spoken by far more people than it is today. It will doubtless continue to
change and develop as a living language always does.

New Words

consequently { 'konsikwentli] adv. AT, it
supply [so'plai] n. 45, HERE&h v, #MG, R4S, 124, 2R
institution [ insti'tjufon] n. AIEHM, e, HIEE
estimate [ 'estimit] ot. & n. f&it, fhith, TEH
upsurge [ 'apsod3] n. Ek
contact | 'kontzekt] n. $Efih, B4
[ kon'tzekt] vt . Hefih, BXFR
c .
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scholar [ 'skolo} n.%¢%
devise [di'vaiz] or.3%3t, ELE, B GHRD), B G, B
popularity [ popju'leeriti] n. K, W17, A4
colonial [ ko'lounjel ] adj. FHRH), 7 R
suitable [ 'sjutobl] adj. & 248, HECH
substitute [ 'sabstitjut] n ARHS, BE, B8 o KB, B, B1
subject [ 'sabdzekt] n. BEH, &, B H, #F#,
[kab'dzekt] adj. ZZH T, 32 MM o BT,
KR
imperialism [ im'piorializam] n. 77 E 3 3, ¥
alternative [ol'tomativ] n. ZHHFE—, sI{EEFEKINE | Y odj. RN
M, —hHE—/
communication [ kamjuni'keifon] n. &35, 58, 5@, @R
effectively [i'fektivli] adv. B3, & J1Hb
opponent [ 2'pounont] adj. XL, XFTHLM n. XFF, RAHE
available [o'veilobl] adj. WIFIFIE, A M, =K, BRZIFEHN

Phrases and Expressions

on the air 7£J %

point out 5

phase out [ WGk, FHifE ik
as it were S8, 8

as for Z2F

Proper Names

BBC abbr. British Broadcasting Corporation 3 [E )™ #% /A 7]

Cambridge n. SIBF (FEET, SIBF KFFTTEH)

Ogden B84 % Charles Kay, 1889-1957, ¥ .03 R KM F K, Basic
-3 .
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English [H8I&#

Richards BIAFE(F T 4)

Britain n. %[

U.S.A. United States of America 3&F!| &5 AX[E

Canada n. &K

Australia n. Y, BAFE

South Africa n. ¥ 4F (FEPH BIFBHI— T EIH)

Delhi n. £ 8 (EPREESRT )

Hindi adj. JLEDEMN n. JLEREETE

India n. EJBE (B I ) , BRIl (BPED B2 0K i, (7 B ok KRt , &
ERE I BT BRI R A B )

Notes

1. Unlike many other widely used languages, English can be correctly used in
very simple form with less than one thousand basic words and very few
grammatical rules . 15 515 Z I IZ B R E S AR, HAS—T
i A B ] AR A AT E MU B BE IERRGE R 1
unlike 7E3X R/, BREEAE -7, “Fl- - ARTE”, ik 1] I
FA5I), AR, AR, El .

For twins, they are very unlike. Y€}y — Xt SUHE G, (b T4 AN — 4%

(unlike FIfEEZ514])
She’s unlike the rest of her family. A [E] FAHR BRHAMA B o (unlike
R4 i)

2. In Delhi, although nationalists would prefer to phase out the use of English,
the man from South India finds English more acceptable than Hindi, while
the northemer prefers English to any of the southern langunage. FE B[ RE Al 4
B R E E SCE T B IKSE  (E g FREEE A e iE L Ep
VB R B4, AU FRED BE T SR T L AN SR P A A i
ENRETR
.4 -
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1) although FfEH], BB ER, RE", BN
Although he knows he’s wrong, he still argues. B SR{WHIESS T, 1]
ATES 5t
although 5| 3 HyiEARIE AT, AN EEF 31 but, {5
BRI yet, nevertheless %, 74b, HELEIEL T, Al45 though
A,
2) prefer. . .to"HE K, TR, prefer — %5 to &, M A5 than &
.o il
prefer coffee to tea B XX MNHERE T 5%
738 prefer 55 rather than 5T , prefer . . . rather than
prefer to die rather than surrender ‘T3¢ /4 JiH
3) while FI{E 3% i
D2 HyuHE, fgn:
I met her while I was at school . 243K 7E2AL A I TR I8 W, T i,
O, SR, Bl
The soles are leather, while the uppers are canvas. 856 &2 B2 (1, if]
BERE AT
OmR, K%, fim.
While I understand what you say, I can’t agree with you. 5Kk Hl
IR ER  BRERARE,
While he loves his students, he is very strict with them. &R th%
A, AR AR 4

Study & Practice

I. Reading Aloud and Reciting
Read the following paragraph, paying special attention to sense
groups , the sentence stress and intonation , and then recite and translate it .
The view that spreading the use of English is entirely beneficial has
its opponents. Some teachers who have returned from overseas consider it

- 5.
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create a wider gap between those who are educated and those who have
little or no education. Nevertheless, in many parts of the world, the
technical and scientific knowledge needed to develop a country’s resources
and improve people’s living conditions, is just not available in the mother
tongue. A second language opens the door to the worldwide sharing of

skills and discoveries in science, engineering and medicine.

. Understanding the Text
1. Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1) Why do many 3rd World people oppose the use of English in their
countries?
A. They consider it a form of cultural imperialism.
B. The English language has produced racism.
C. Other languages are easier to learn.
D. They oppose modernization in general.

2) The growing interest in English among the Chinese people is due to

A. China’ s opening up to the outside world
B. their intelligence and industry

C. the skill of foreign teachers

D. all of the above

3) The linguistic of Africa and India as presented in this passage

A. bear no relation to one another
B. reflect basic cultural differences
C. are basically the same
D. are fundamentally opposite

4) The spreading use of English is
A. entirely beneficial
B. largely accidental
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C. of debatable value to developing nations
D. both A and B
5) Possible dangers from the spread of English to déveloping countries
include all of the following except '
A. industrial sabotage
B. deepening class divisions
C. cultural imperialism
D. diverting attention from the plight of the impoverished masses
2. Answer the following questions:
1) What is the opposite attitude towards English learning?
2) How many people, according to the text, are using English as a
second language?
3) In the writer’s eyes, what is the prospect of English learning?
4) What are the reasons for the popularity of English, according to the
text?
5) What are the differences between other widely used languages and
English?
3. Write down the answers to the above and retell the text.

1. Vocabulary
1. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change

the forms of them where necessary:

consequently, estimate,  communication, opponent, contact

available alternative, scholar suppl substitute
1) Mr. Foster has never been to China. _____ he knows very little
about it.
2) I asked the building firm to for the repairs to the stairs.
3) Friendly between different peoples facilitate the cultural

and economic interchange .

4) Only art can for nature.



