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FOREWORD

The present book has been prepared [or foreign students as a guide to their study of Chi-
nese idiomatic phrases.

Chinese idiomatic phrases, including idioms, proverbs, slang words and two-part alle-
gorical sayings, are fixed collocations that are rather expressive in ordinary usage. Because of
their rich cultural implications, however, foreign students often find it difficult to grasp their
meanings and correct usages. Thus they always feel hesitated in employing them in their daily
conversation. In order to help foreign students to learn the idiomatic phrases well and improve
their spoken Chinese, we have selected 557 commonly used expressions and provided English
translations as well as illustrative sentences accompanying with them. Through reading and
pondering over the exemplified sentences, it may be possible for them to get familiar with
those usages.

Readers may benefit from the book, which is compiled in the following way:

1. The phrases selected here are all most commonly used;

2.They are presented with pinyin and simple explanation in both Chinese and English;

3. Each phrase is illustrated with one or two situational dialogues and repeated in usage

one way or another;

4 . Habitual collocations are provided for readers to make reference to.

This book, we believe, would also be beneficial to advanced foreign students, postgradu-

ates and company staffs studying Chinese.

Compilers
October 2001
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