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Since | engaged in architecture, |
went to Huizhou area, Anhui
Province many times to investigate
and to collect material. But, ancient
villages and houses in this area have
been always my dreamland where |
left many wonderful dreams. The
series of gateways in Tangyus, the
water street and the pavilion bridge
in Tangmo, the Moon Pond and
South lake in Hongcun, Zhushan
Academy on the river in Xiongcun,
Zhongying Bell Tower in Chengkan,

- never made me tired of visiting
and examining them, and always
remain in my deep memory.

Ancient village and houses were the
outcome of people’s adopting the
natural environment, hence had rich
ecological significance. The site se-
lection of the settlements, the gen-
eral layout, the water system and
the structure, space and materials of
the single building, all gave expes-
sion to the basic ideas of suiting
measures to local conditions such as
contours, orientation, water supply
and local materials.

Ancient villages and houses were
the physical carrier of the social life,
hence had profound sociological
connotation. According to the Local
Records of Anhui Province, “there
were big population and narrow
land, therefore the agricultural pro-
duction could not feed people”. But
people here had the traditional en-
terprising spirit. Many people of in-

sight went outside to set up their
business ali over the country. Anhui
merchants had a decisive position in
the economical development in the
Ming and Qing periods, therefore it
was said that “Without Anhui mer-
chants without towns and cities” .
When the Anhui businessmen be-
came rich they came home and built
the ancestral halls, houses, roads
and bridges, and created the unique
forms of the villages and houses. of
Huizhou.

Ancient villages and houses were
the crystallization of thousands’
years of history and culture, hence
had abundant cultural meaning. Be-
side building halls and pavilions,
houses and towers the Anhui mer-
chants initiated academies and
schools, poem societies and litera-
ture groups, published books and
engraves, brought a great advance
in local arts and literature. Huizhou
in Ming and Qing Dynasties had high
reputation in many aspects of litera-
ture, arts and crafts, specially its
painting of Xing’an School, prints,
brick caving, stone caving, wood
caving and garden of Anhui School
unparalleled in that period. All those
highly developed literature, arts and
crafts found their embodiment in thd
Huizhou villages and houses, and
therefore left a reputation that would
go down to posterity.

It was no doubt that owes to late
Professor Liu Dunzheng, the aca-

demics, home and abroad, started
to think highly of the Huizhou villages
and houses. Since publication of his
article on the investigation of
Huizhou houses, experts of archi-
tecture, planning, history, folklore
paid great attention on them. The
valuable historical relics such as vil-
lages, houses, bridges on this vast
land have been a fieldwork place for
the architecture teaching of our de-
partment. It has ever been one of
the traditions of the department to
pay love and respect to the Huizhou
village and houses.

The purposes for us to research into
the Huizhou villages and houses
are, firstly, to systematically inves-
tigate and to make an appraisal of
them, and take and appraisal of
them, and take this as scientific ba-
sis for preserving these historical
relics, and secondly to analyze and
study their environmental, social and
cultural background and their design
skills, and take this as reference and
to draw lessons from them.

The research into the Huizhou tradi-
tional villages and houses should be
comprehensive examination com-
bined with disciplines of architec-
ture, city planning, socololgy, ge-
ography, anthropology and folklore.
This series of books include mainly
measurements of the villages and
houses, and also brief discussion,
opening a forward position and lay-
ing and solid foundation for the re-

search.

It is believed that the publication of
this collection will certainly make
positive contribution to the research
into the traditional Huizhou villages
and houses. | wish that this collec-
tion will be welcome by people of
different disciplines.

Prof. Dr. Zhong Dekun
Dean, Department of architecture
Southeast University, Nanjing
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Location of Zhifeng
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AASIESE
Map of Zhifeng 1904
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FEREE
Overall Zhifeng Village

Wkt % 25 (AT A PR K, G RE L)  Overall View of Zhifeng Village

& PaRRBILAT T #«  Southwest View of the Village Wrapped by Mountains
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E.F:A 0Bk  Above, Below: Enteaing the Village
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View of the Village along Taoxi River (Chengyi Ancestral Hall is on the Right)
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Remains of Jincha Pavillion the

“Cockscomb Stone” is below the Landing
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Remains of Kedilianfang Ceremonial Arch
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Left Middle, Below: “Cockscomb Stone”

HEZTH
Right Above: Zhixia

A B
Right Middle: Diadou Mountain

HT . EE
Right Below: An'tang Mountain
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Plan of Zhifeng
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Views of the Village in the North along the Taoxi River
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AR
Entering the Village
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Bird’s Eye View of the Village (Chengyi Ancestral Hall is towards the Front)
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