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Unit One

goorees
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Passage One A Book on Creationism

& AKX ETENLHER Kitcher 89— K4, X FH KB4 3] H % Creationism 837 $ 4 %
PR RBELRIRE, BELAEANET Kitcher BFPEFTFHAZAMERGEF,IA
AR NN, RA AR FHER,

gzumor has it that more than 20 books on creationism are in the publisher's pipelines. A few
have already appeared. The goal of all will be to try o explain to a confused and often unenlight-
ened citizenry that there are not two equally valid scientific theories for the origin and evolution
of universe and life. Cosmology, geology, and biology have provided a consistent, unified, and
constantly improving account of what happened. “Scientific” creationism, which is being pushed
by some for “equal time” in the classrooms whenever the scientific accounts of evolution are giv-
en, is based on religion, not science. Virtually all scientists and the majority of nonfundamental-
ist religious leaders have come to regard “scientific” creationism as bad science and bad religion.

The first four chapters of Kitchers book give a very brief introduction to evolution. At ap-
propriate places, he introduces the criticisms of the creationists and provides answers. In the last
three chapters, he takes off his gloves and gives the creationists a good beating. He describes
their programs and zactics, and, for those unfamiliar with the ways of creationists, the extent of
their deception and distortion may come as an unpleasant surprise. When their basic motivation
is religious, one might have expected more Christian behavior.

Kitcher is a philosopher, and this may account, in part, for the clarity and effectiveness of
his arguments. The nonspecialist will be able to obtain at least a notion of the sorts of data and

argument that support evolutionary theory. The final chapters on the creationists will be ex-

1
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tremely clear to all. On the dust jacket of this fine book, Stephen Jay Gould says: “This book
stands for reason itself.” And so it does — and all would be well were reasons, the only judge in

the creationism(evolution) debate.

Notes :
1. cosmology [kozmoladzi] n. (KL F)FH#
2. tactics { ‘toektiks] n. ® K, K, F

1. “Creationism” in the passage refers to
A. evolution in its true sense as to the origin of the universe
B. a notion of the creation of religion
C. the scientific explanation of the earth formation
D. the deceptive theory about the origin of the universe
2. Kitcher's book is intended to
A. recommend the views of the evolutionists B. expose the true features of creationists
C. curse bitterly at his opponents D. launch a surprise attack on creationists
3. From the passage we can infer that
A. reasoning has played a decisive role in the debate
B. creationists do not base their argument on reasoning
C. evolutionary theory is too difficult for nonspecialists
D. creationism is supported by scientific findings

4. This passage appears to be a digest of

A. a book reviews B. a scientific paper

C. a magazine feature D. a newspaper editorial
5. The word “pipelines” may carry the meaning of

A. exhaust B. tube

C. being published D. issued

Passage Two A Fall in Inflation

& XFIZABEFAEFLFXBERWRETEOHALTRGRE, AF2FK
REOGAESZFBPELRBRARAZEFHEEOER LB R WIS TR X%
ZHFKXEMFLET RIFHELRY L,
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</%uch of the language used to describe monetary policy, such as “steering the economy to a soft
landing” or “a touch on the brakes” , makes it sound like a precise science. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. The link between interest rates and inflation is uncertain. And there are
long, variable lags before policy changes have any effect on the economy. Hence the analogy that
links the conduct of monetary policy to driving a car with a blackened windscreen, a cracked rear
view mirror and a faulty steering wheel.

Given all these disadvantages, central bankers seem to have had much to boast about of
late. Average inflation in the big seven industrial economies fell to a mere 2.3% last year, close
to its lowest level in 30 years, before rising slightly to 2. 5% this July. This is a long way below
the double-digit rates which many countries experienced in the 1970s and early 1980s.

It is also less than most forecasters had predicted. In late 1994 the panel of economists
which The Economist polls each month said that America’s inflation rate would average 3.5% in
1995. In fact, it fell to 2. 6% in August, and is expected to average only about 3% for the years
as a whole. In Britain and Japan inflation is running half a percentage point below the rate pre-
dicted at the end of last year. This is no flash in the pan, over the past couple of years, inflation
has been consistently lower than expected in Britain and America.

Economists have been particularly surprised by favorable inflation figures in Britain and the
United States, since conventional measures suggest that both economies, and especially America
s, have little productive slack. Americas capacity utilization, for example, hit historically high
levels earlier this year, and its jobless rate (5.6% in August) has fallen below most estimates of
the natural rate of unemployment — the rate below which inflation has taken off in the past.

Why has inflation proved so mild? The most thrilling explanation is, unfortunately, a little
defective. Some economists argue that powerful structural changes in the world have up-ended

the old economic models that were based upon the historical link between growth and inflation.

6. From the passage we learn that
A. there is a definite relationship between inflation and interest rates
B. economy will always follow certain models
C. the economic situation is better than expected
D. economists had foreseen the present economic situation
7. According to the passage, which of the following is true?
A. Making monetary policies is comparable to driving a car

B. An extremely low jobless rate will lead to inflation
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C. A high unemployment rate will result from inflation
D. Interest rates have an immediate effect on the economy
8. The sentence “This is no flash in the pan” (para.3) means that

A. the low inflation rate will last for some time B. the inflation rate will soon rise

C. the inflation will disappear quickly D. there is no inflation at present
9. The passage shows that the author is
A. critical of B. puzzled by
C. disappointed at D. amazed at
10. The word “thrilling” in the last paragraph probably means
A. frightening B. terrifying
C. exciting D. disappointing

Passage Three Home Schoolers

0 XFEEABTRRAXKTORBENMAAREROEY, RF5ARFRGRP
EMZIE RO G A AL TR HENARE A S T A RRT BIRH, ol % b
X3 HA EHFRXET AR X,

g;le estimates of the numbers of home-schooled children vary widely. The U.S. Department of
Education estimates there are 250 000 to 350 000 home-schooled children in the country. Home-
school advocates put the number much higher — at about a million.

Many public school advocates take a harsh attitude toward home schoolers, perceiving their
actions as the ultimate slap in the face for public education and a damaging move for the chil-
dren. Home schoolers harbor few kind words for public schools, charging shortcomings that
range from lack of religious perspective in the curriculum to a herdlike approach to teaching chil-
dren. _

Yet, as public school officials realize they stand little to gain by remaining hostile to the
home-school population, and as home schoolers realize they can reap benefits from public schools
these hard lines seem to be softening a bit. Public schools and home schoolers have moved closer
to tolerance and, in some cases, even cooperation.

Says John Marshall, an education official, “We are becomihg relatively tolerant of home

schoolers”. The idea is, “Lets give the kids access to public school so theyll see it's not as terri-
4
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ble as theyve been told, and theyll want to come back”.

Perhaps, but don't count on it, say home-school advocatcs. Home schoolers oppose the sys-
tem because they have strong convictions that their approach to education — whether fueled by
religious enthusiasm or the individual childs interests and natural pace — is best.

“The bulk of home schoolers just want to be left alonc.” Says Enge Cannon, associate di-
rector of the National Center for Home Education. She says home schoolers choose that path for
a variety of reasons, but religion plays a role 85 percent of the time.

Professor Van Galen breaks home schoolers into two groups. Some home schoolers want
their children to learn — not only traditional subject matter but also “strict religious doctrine and
a conservative political and social perspective. Not incidentally, they also want their children to
learn — both intellectually and emotionally — that the family is the most important institution
in society.”

Other home schoolers contend “not so much that the schools teach heresy, but that schools
teach whatever they teach inappropriately,” Van Galen writes. “These parents are highly inde-

pendent and strive to’ take responsibility’ for their own lives within a society that they define as
bureaucratic and inefficient”.

Notes :
1. slap[sioep] v. & n. 8,3, ¥
2. heresy| herasi] n. (F#)F3%, F M

11. According to the passage, home schoolers are
A. those who engage private teachers to provide additional education for their children
B. those who educate their children at home instead of sending them to school
C. those who advocate combining public education with home schooling
D. those who dor't go to school but are educated at home by their parents
12. Public schools are softening their position on home schooling because
A. there isn't much they can go to change the present situation
B. they want to show their tolerance for different teaching systemns
C. home schooling provides a new variety of education for children
D.

public schools have so many problems that they cannot offer proper education for all chil-
dren

13. Home-school advocates are of the opinion that

A. things in public schools are not so bad as have often been said
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their tolerance of public education will attract more kids to public schools
C. home schooling is superior and, therefore, they will not easily give in
D. their increased cooperation with public school will bring about the improvement of public
education
14. Most home schoolers opposition to public education stems from their
A. respect for the interests of individuals
B. worry about the inefficiency of public schools
C. concern with the cost involved
D. devotion to religion
15. According to Van Galen some home schoolers believe that
A. public schools take up a herdlike approach to teaching children
B. teachers in public school are not as responsible as they should be
C. public schools cannot provide an education that is good enough for their children

D. public schools are the source of bureaucracy and inefficiency in modern society

Passage Four Migration to the New World

& XFTEMBTEHIRWRE LALARLEH HBGEBERL, TEIHTA
ETRAMNGLGEINATENABYRE, REBINH P EBOARLAATHE S
Bl — i B K M6 e,

%e New World was already an old world to the Indians who were in residence when Europeans
took possession of it in the sixteenth century. But the life story of the human species goes back a
million years, and there is no doubt that man came only recently to the Western Hemi-sphere.
None of the thousands of sites of aboriginal habitation uncovered in North and South America
has antiquity comparable to that of Old World sites. Man’s occupation of the New World may
date back several tens of thousands of years, but no one rationally argues that he has been here
even 100 000 years.

Speculation as to how man found his way to America was lively at the outset and the pro-
posed routes boxed the compass. With one or two notable exceptions, however, students of
American anthropology soon settled for the plausible idea that the first immigrants came by way

of aland bridge that had connected the northeast corner of Asia to the northwest corner of North
6
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America across the Bering Strait. Mariners were able to supply the reassuring information that
the strait is not only narrow — it is 56 miles wide — but also shallow: a lowering of the sea level
there by 100 feet or so would transform the strait into an isthmus. With little else in the way of
evidence to sustain the Bering Strait land bridge, anthropologists embraced the idea that man
walked dryshod from Asia to America.

Toward the end of the last century, however, it became apparent that the Western Hemi-
sphere was the New World not only for man but also for a host of animals and plants. Zoologists
and botanists showed that numerous subjects of their respective kingdoms must have originated
in Asia, and spread to America. ( There was evidence also for some movement in the other direc-
tion. ) These findings were neither astonishing nor wholly unexpected. Such spread of popula-
tions is not to be envisioned as an exodus or mass migration, even in the case of animals. It is,
rather, a spilling into new territory that accompanies increase in numbers, with movement in the
direction of least population pressure and most favorable ecological conditions. But the immense
traffic in plant and animal forms placed a heavy burden on the Bering Strait land bridge,as the
anthropologists had envisioned it. Whereas purposeful men could make their way across a narrow
bridge(in the absence of a bridge, Eskimos, sometimes cross the strait in skin boats), the slow
diffusion of plants and animals would require an avenue as broad as a continent and available for

ages at a stretch.

Notes :

1. aboriginall oebaridzenl] adi. & n. L EF B R (&), LA i
2. isthmus[ismas] n. (MJR 3 )ik

3. dryshod['drai'fod] adj. & adv. RBWeeY (L)

4. envision[in'vizen] v. B4, AR, RZ

5. exodus| eksadas] n. (RBEEG) &, B &

16. According to the passage, human beings had been on North American .

A. for less than 10 000 years B. for more than 10 000 years

C. for a million years D. longer than plants and animals
17. Bering Strait land bridge was actually

A. discovered by zoologists and botanists

B. built by Asians who wanted to travel to America

C. a raising of the land structure by more than 100 feet

D.

a route Eskimos used to cross the sea in skin boats
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18.

19.

20.
- A. it was man who brought animals and plants when they migrated

By saying “the proposed routes boxed the compass,” the author implied that
A. the migration of mankind was from East to West

B. mankind traveled in all directions

C. before mankind migrated, they had learned to use compass

D. mankind walked from Asia to America using compasses

One reason for the migration not mentioned in the passage is
A. favorable environmental conditions B. the existence of a land bridge
C. famine D. overpopulation

At the end of the passage, the author implies that

the plants and animals went to America within a short period of few years
except for the Bering Strait, there might have existed a large continent
man had boated from Asia to America in addition to walking

v ow

Passage One

. RN Do . AICE—BRF A, LA N ERASERSE £ X
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Creationism &% F 81  F A58,

- BRA B, W REF BB, EREZEF MR TFE, M L FUERLT

TS MISEIAIGEE, fhRR T L A DR 2 % ro T RIS, S AR L R BB At ]
TR TR IR FIE i 2B B 155 R,

. ERN B WL, XEE BB L, PHE BN L0 SRR T ST

ARFFRR | Kitcher B33 X X —FHE#HT T #HH, 38 H E KR M B T,
A% Bo
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T a book review K BYIE .
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