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Losing Friends
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Leafing® through an album of faded pho-
tographs, Liu Anyi recalls how much he admired
America in his youth. As a student at Beijing s
Qinghua University in the late 1930s, Liu fell
under the spell® of several American and U. S.
-educated teachers. He and his friends poured®
over Western books, enjoyed Western classical
music and even began to opt for¥ Western-style
toilets®” over Chinese ones. He went on to trans-
late biographies of Hollywood luminaries® like
Ingrid Bergman and Clark Gable into Chinese.
Bring up the U. S. these days, however, and
the mild-mannered former government official
turns livid?. “ Americans have gone muddle-
headed®, ” snorts® Liu, now 84. “If you treat
China as a friend, he will treat you well and will
never betray you. Treat him like an enemy and
he’ll fight back without hesitation.”

The anger and Suspicion® that many Ameri-
cans harbor toward China is abundantly evident.

U. S. Congressmen and newspaper columnists

regularly bash® Beijing, and special-interest |

groups hold noisy protests whenever a Chinese
feader comes to town. Less well-known is the

rowing anti-American sentiment among China’ s
g ng
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foreign-policy-minded élite. And rising with that
is a palpable® sense of national pride. Says a
Chinese journalist in Beijing: “ The nationalistic
sentiment is growing directly proportional® to
the demonization of China in Washington and
the U.S. press.”

In the view of many Chinese intellectuals,
the U.S., with its vibrant® economy and sole-

superpower status, behaves like a swaggering®

® countries that refuse

global bully-browbeating
to toe Washington’s line on trade, security and
human rights issues. “When they can’t get their
way,” says Liu, “ they resort to sanctions® or

military attacks.” Increasingly, Chinese view
such American muscle-flexing as 2 direct threat.
Niu Jun, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of

Social Sciences’
writes in CASS’ s monthly publication, Pacific

American Studies Institute,

Journal :“ Chinese decision-makers have practi-
cally concluded that the U. S. intention is to
Westernize or dismember® China.” From the
Chinese perspective, America can be not only ar-
rogant® but ignorant about the world beyond its
borders. “ Washington often overestimates its
leverage on Beijing, ” says a Chinese political sci-
entist. “They don’ t realize that on critical is-
sues, the behavior of China’ s leaders is more
conditioned by domestic issues, not to please the
Americans. ”

Liu began to become disillusioned® with the
U.S. in 1996, when Washington sent two war-
ships to the Taiwan Strait. At the time, Taiwan
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was holding its first presidential elections. In an

@ of

apparent at tempt to intimidate® proponents
independence for the island, Beijing conducted
military exercises and lobbed missiles across the
Strait. More recently China has grown angry
over U.S. talk of a Theater Missile Defense um-
brella in North Asia, fearing that it could pre-
vent an eventual reunification® between main-
land China and Taiwan. “America should keep
off? Taiwan and Tibet,” says Liu. “These is-
sues are not just for President Jiang and Premier
Zhu to decide. The whole country supports their
position. Whoever loses these territories will
surely be deposed®. It’s wrong and stupid for
the U.S. to meddle? in such issues.”

the U. S.-led NATO

bombing of Yugoslavia is the latest outrage?.
“We oppose the NATQ attack on Kosovo, ” says

To many Chinese,

Liu, “because we could be next.” It’s a concern
& DO
powerful countries have a right to attack another

that many other Chinese seem to share.

sovereign nation when they experience internal
problems or trouble?” asks a young woman who
attends Shanghai’s Fudan University. Will they
use the same rationale®, she wonders, if ethnic
unrest? breaks out in Xinjiang or Tibet?

the debate

over how best to deal with China generally boils
® @

Among informed Americans,
down to® two approaches. The “engagement
camp® holds that even a strong China can be in-
tegrated into the global community, particularly

by encouraging wide-ranging economic and polit-
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®” school,

ical interaction. The “containment
meanwhile, contends that China is bent on be-
coming an aggressive regional and, eventually,
global power. As a result, this view holds, the
U.S. and its allies should do whatever they can
to contain China’s geopolitical® ambitions.

Liu, a former Petroleum Ministry official,
sees another scenario for China: “peaceful evolu-
tion” toward a freer, more pluralistic future.
“It’s highly possible, ” he asserts. Some Chinese
liken their society to a plate of sand®, scattered
and disunited. But when pressured of threatened
from the outside, everything pulls together. “If
you don’ t push us around, China will probably
change faster, ” says Liu. “But if you do, the
Communist party can more easily whip up® na-
tionalist sentiments. You choose.” For Ameri-
cans who hope to influence China’ s behavior,
Liu’s formula may be worth remembering.

[Selected from Time, April 12, 1999,
written by Jaime A. Florcruz] |
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New Accommodations®

BEBIRATZBHE  BAREREE
VEXREX” MBHEF KRIGE.

If you want to understand how politics in
Hong Kong works these days, consider the tale
of Chief Secretary Anson Chan Fang On-sang
and Financial Secretary Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen. They built their careers in the colonial
government, made names for themselves as the
first Chinese to rank (numbers two and three) in
the British administration and were offered
knighthoods® by Queen Elizabeth. Chan de-
clined, Tsang accepted. It seemed symbolic.
Chan, head of the civil service since 1993, was
reappointed in early 1997. She was supposed to
be the “conscience®” of the new Hong Kong,
she pledged to resign rather than compromise her
principles, and much international goodwill® de-
pended on how she adjusted. Tsang, financial
secretary since 1995, wasn’ t sure if he would
keep his job after the handover®. The man who
would be his boss, Tung Chee-hwa, was not en-
couraging at first. Tsang didn’t have an interna-
tional reputation working for him either. But
Tung was concerned about political stability, so
Tsang stayed. Then the Crisis hit and the world
turned upside down® for all three.

Chan is Hong Kong's most popular official,
but she didn’ t win Tung’s confidence® right
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away. He wouldn’t let her help formulate the
policies that mattered most(those concerning the
economy), and she wasn’t in a position to com-
mand attention. Tsang was and did. He accom-
modated himself to a new political and economic
reality. He gained the trust of Tung and the
leaders in Beijing. He may well be the chief sec-
retary’ s successor.

Until recently, many thought Tsang, 54,
might be promoted sooner rather than later since
Chan, 59, was supposed to retire next year. She
had been angling for an extension®, but Tung
didn’t seem so inclined®. Then on March 23,
the chief executive announeed that Chan would
remain in office until the end of his own term, in
June 2002. “The idea,” he said, “is to maintain
stability at the top echelons® of the govern-
ment. ” Especially since the recession lingers®,
the administration plans to shake up the civil ser-
vice and (even though she was responsible for
some of the airport opening chaos) most every-
body wanted Chan to stay. The chief executive
is nothing if not pragmatic®.

Tung has always appreciated Chan’ s ad-
ministrative abilities. In early February, she
took on the sensitive issue of mainland immigra-
tion. Chan now says she was involved in two of
Hong Kong's biggest economic initiatives: nego-
tiations with Disney to build a theme park and
government plans to help develop a cyberport®.
Maybe, just maybe, Tung has even come to tol-
erate Chan’s candor®. It’s part of what makes

6

angling : 8 7%

® extension: &
(1E89)

®@inclined: B &

@echelons; %4 ;
02

@ lingers; i€ 8 ; #
fin

@ pragmatic: 3E Bf
B R X

@ cyberport; 75 7| i
LR % o
mH R

®candor: EH



her popular in Hong Kong, and it’s what she
thinks makes her effective. “My working rela-
tionship with Mr. Tung is every bit as close as it
was with [ former governor] Chris Patten,”
Chan said on March 23. “But also—and I make
this point—there are occasions when I don’t a-
gree with Mr. Tung, and there were occasions
when 1 didn’ t agree with Chris Patten. I think
[one of the ways] in which I can best assist Mr.
Tung is to be frank® in tendering advice.”

Soon after the handover, Tung wanted to
establish Chinese as the language of instruction
in all secondary schools; Chan said they had to
follow the Education De partment’s slower
timetable. When Tung and Secretary for Justice
Elsie Leung Oi-sie decided at one meeting that
mainland Chinese organizations in Hong Kong
should not be subject to local laws, Chan said
they shouldn’t settle the matter so quickly. She
defended the editorial? independence of the gov-
ernment radio and television station, then was
criticized for speaking on the topic before Tung
did. Chan has had to accept that Tung consults
policy secretaries directly, second-guesses® her
decisions, and just doesn’ t depend on her the
way Patten did. It took time.

Tsang seems not to have looked back after
the British left. He has been heard calling Tung
Lo-baan (Boss), a deferential® form of address
most of his colleagues would never use. When
the government intervened in the stock market
in August, Tsang apparently offered to take full
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responsibility for the consequences. Everywhere
he could he defended the controversial® decision
to worried investors. Never mind that two years
ago he would have been as critical as any of
them.

Some say Tsang has been too obliging@,
others that he has grown into his position.
Tsang says he is moving with the times, which
means accepting more government involvement
in parts of the economy. He is clearly in synch
with® Tung. The financial secretary’s well-re-
ceived, feel-good March budget was more than a
fiscal® blueprint, it was a political manifesto®
calling for civil-service reform (that Chan will o-
versee) and more privatization.

Tsang has his ambitions. So do Chan and
Tung. Now, for the first time since the han-
dover, their fates are closely linked. They have
the Crisis to thank for that.

[Selected from Asiaweek, April 2,1999,
written by Susan Berfield ]
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Monica Madness
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There are few things more exciting than
watching famous people do dull things. When
Garbo talked, audiences thrilled®. When Clin-
ton walks Buddy, the world watches. And when
Monica Lewinsky arrived in Europe to promote
Andrew Morton’s biography of her last week, it
was her sheer ordinariness that captivated® the
press and public. After her interview with
Britain’ s Channel 4 aired, a German headline
blared®: MONICA LEWINSKY—NOW I
TALK! and a British tabloid® caption revealed:
“She sips drink.”

She also signed. And signed. Thousands
queued in Britain for the Beverly Hills girl to au-
tograph their copies of Andrew Morton’s “Mon-
ica’s Story,” published this month in 10 coun-
tries. Lewinsky and Morton, who last week was
busy promoting the book in the States, split the
book’s $ 1.5 million-plus advance. Lewinsky
also received $ 660, 000 for her interview with
Channel 4 and will get about 75 percent of the
royalties®-“—which, since the show’s been sold
in 38 countries, could bring her at least an addi-
tional million. A photo spread of Lewinsky at
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her father’ s Los Angeles home (Monica knits!
Monica pours coffee! ) in a string of Spanish-
owned glossies® brought the Lewinsky family an
additional $ 500, 000.

Why the interest? Part prurience®, part
geopolitics. “America is the world’s only super-
power, ~explains Renaud Bombard, the French
publisher of “Monica’s Story.” “What concerns
America concerns us. ~ British publisher Michael
()’ Mara has a more sentimental spin. He sees
the story as a modern fairy tale, whose cast® of
characters includes a “young, innocent girl,” a
“prince, who has a wife, “and the “evil Knight
of the Starr. ”This being the '90s “happily ever
after” is replaced by another closing rite®: a
book tour. Newsweek followed Lewinsky around
Britain on her first week of European signings.

Harrods, noon, March 8

Two floors above the Di Aan Dodi memorial
fountain, a thousand people wait to see Monica.
The queue snakes around Travel Books, through
Garden Furniture and into Appliances. It’s a
line so long it has its own celebrities® . Harrods
issues a press release on “The First Five Cus-
tomers to Have Their Books Signed.” Buyers in
line debate the Meaning of Monica, clutching®
copies of her story. “She’s become such a focus
of world history,” says John McCloud, a Sus-
sex-based software designer. “What’s the reason
for it, metaphysically®?” Virginian Michael
Mitchell, 19, isn’t sure, but reckons there’s
one thing that everyone agrees on: “The wedding
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ring is sacred and should not be violated.” “Er,
" responds McCloud.
A few yards away, the oak-signing table is

not necessarily® ,

flanked® by massive urns® of lilies®. Blue-suit-
ed staff members frantically? sweep the red car-
pet, as the 200-some journalists jockey® for
space. When Monica arrives, sleek® in a navy
pantsuit and heels, bagpipes serenade her, flash-
bulbs pound like strobe lights and the paparazzi
vell. She signs a few books and then leaves the
room, in what the tabloids? will call tears and
her press spokeswoman will call flu symptoms®.
Minutes later she’s back and signing. Next door
a crowd waits for people to emerge with their
trophies?. The lucky 450 vamp® for the cam-
eras, holding thetr books above their heads. For
a split second, they are stars themselves.

Borders, Oxford Street, 12:30 p.m.,
March 9

At borders the next day, the Monica line
starts at 9 a. m. By mid afternoon, 2, 000 people
will have filed? through it. Chet Beker croons®
“Let’s Get Lost, ” and shop assistants and bob-
bies try to calm the crowd. But when Monica ar-
rives with her British bodyguard, publicity agent
and David Crombie, Michael O’ Mara’s U. K.
sales director, there’s still a mosh. People clam-
ber onto shoulders and ladders, crushing into the
shelves of taped Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
novels.

The Europeans in line seem to have a collec-

tive crush on Monica. Some bring teddy bears?,
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others chocolates. Colin Dexter, author of the
Inspector Morse books, waits in line to tell her
he wishes he were 45 years younger. One wom-
an says she identifies with Lewinsky’ s weight
problems. Another says she knows how the girl
feels because she, too, is Jewish. For the Amer-
icans, eagerness is mixed with sheepishness.
“Take a picture of me, ” shouts one woman.
“Just so I have proof that I’m not the only in-
sane? person here.” She’s not: during the
week, more than 29, 999 others will buy the
book in Britain. In the United States, “Monica’s
Story” is No. 1 on The New York Times best-
seller list. In France and Germany, a second
printing® is ordered within days of publication.
In Norway and Finland, Monica’s story flies off
the shelves. If reading “Monica’s Story ” is, as
one girl in line at Borders says, “like checking
out road kill, "then Lewinsky is causing a global
traffic jam@.

Books Etc., Bayswater, 6:30 p.m.

A woman in a black suit is looking at greet-
ing cards in a mall. Nothing more banal®, ex-
cept that she is “that woman” and the store is sel
ling just one book tonight: her biography. A crowd
is smashed® against the window, and beyond them
are 6, 000 others—Iragis, Kurds, Sicilians and
Japanese. Says one Thai man: “Maybe I have a
chance to be a small part of world history.”

Monica has found a new pem—a Pilot V,

which Crombie, Michael O’ Mara’ s sales director,
hopes will speed up the autograph process by 20 sig-
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natures an hour. Not that Crombie is complain-
ing. Monica has been averaging about 500 books
an hour. “Faster than Thatcher,” says Crom-
bie, who promoted the former prime minister’ s
autobiography, as well as Charlton Heston’ s.
Monica is quick—and quiet, as there are two
partial restrictions on her free speech, one from
Kenneth Starr, and the other from Channel 4,
which banned Lewinsky from doing other televi-
sion interviews for two weeks after its own show
aired.

Despite the avid? fans and constant media
attention, Europe still holds humiliations®.
Monica and her handlers have grown wary® of
the press since a Daily Telegraph profile painted
her as “vain and shallow, ”possessing a “leaden
gait "and ankles “even thicker than Hillary’s.”
Back in Bayswater, where Monica signs and
smiles, a man breaks into the mall®, wearing a
rubber Clinton mask and a large white strap-on
phallus. The crowd whistles and claps as two
bobbies drag him out.

Waterstone’s, City of London, March 10

Monica sits signing books at the spot where
Pets meets Science Fiction and Cookery. Brash®
young pinstriped bankers come in packs. To
speed queues along, it’s been decided that Moni-

®  “Have your books

ca won 't sign dedications
open to the page with ‘Monica’s Story ' on it,”
yell the shop assistants. “ Will you just write
‘Love to Colin’?” pleads one gray-haired fan.

“I’ m sorry,” says Monica, just as she’ s said
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hundreds of times by now. “I1’ m sorry, I
can’t.”

Waterstone’s, Oxford, noon, March 11

Monica’ s late, and the rumor is that she
won’ t leave her hotel because she’s scared of the
paparazzi outside. The night before, she enjoyed
a shard® of normal life: Andrew Morton called a
friend with a son at Oxford, who organized a
dinner for Monica with seven students.

Inside the bookstore it’s tense. The press
are told not to talk to Monica, so for a few min-
utes the only noise is the clicking of cameras and
the buzz of tills. Then, a lone voice; “What do
you think about today’s news that the Clintons
might be splitting up, Monica? ” No reply.

WH Smith, Bristel, 6:30 p.m.

The queue may be women and teenage
girls, but the impromptu® crowd is young and
male. There are jokes about cigars and “distin-
guishing characteristics.” A man in an Iron
Maiden T shirt holds up an obscene® sign. As
the men hoist their camcorders®, the mob®
starts a ragged how!®, “Mo-ni-ca, Mo-ni-ca.”
Small wonder that Monica has asked for a body-
guard in every country.

There’s no sense of whether Monica might
get a bit more freedom in Germany, her next

stop—after a quick trip back to the States for an
Oscars party. The Germans have offered two
bodyguards, and her sightseeing plans are being |
tightly guarded. Her Parisian publisher expects “a
craze®” when Monica signs books on the Champs-
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