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The Bermuda Triangle

Over 1,500 people have disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle in the
last fifty years. It is certainly the strangest piece of water in the world.

The main part of the Triangle lies between southern Florida, Bermuda,
and Puerto Rico, but odd things also happen in the Sargasso Sea and all the
way south to Barbados. Boats in these waters are found empty. Their crews
have disappeared. Sometimes the boats go missing as well. Planes flying
over the Triangle are never seen again. Compasses and other instruments
stop working.
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Pilots and ships’ captains tell of a yellow fog that surrounds them, so
that they can't tell where they are, or in what direction they are travelling.
And, very often, nothing is found afterwards. This is very strange. Usually,
when a ship sinks, some people manage to get into small boats. Even if

- nobody lives to tell the story, there should be some things from the ship

floating on the sea.
What can be happening? In this book you can read about some of the
most famous cases, then decide for yourself.
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1973: A strange under-
water ship looks like it's
going to hit a small boat.
What can it be?
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The Sea of Lost Ships

The Sargassc Sea has frightened sailors for hundreds of years. It is a
large area of the western Atlantic, where a red plant called sargassum grows
in the water. Around this sea, the water of the ocean moves in a great
circle. Inside, everything is very calm. Perhaps it is this strange calm that
made sailors call it The Sea of Lost Ships.

In the days of sailing ships, if there was no wind, the ship couldn’t
move. Many ships did get stuck in the Sargasso Sea until their crews died of
hunger or thirst. Then, as the sargassum moved around them, the ships
sailed on, manned only by the bodies of dead sailors. And these bodies
would change slowly into skeletons.
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In the wilder stories, ships of the Romans and the Vikings, from
hundreds of years ago, would be seen beside more modern ones. In fact, in
this warm, calm area, wooden ships would soon begin to take in water and
then sink.

The idea of the Bermuda Triangle may well have begun with old
sailors’ stories like these. However, it was the more recent disappearances
that really put the Triangle on the map.
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The Missing Sailors

Date: AucusT, 1881

PLACE: ATLANTIC OCEAN — SOUTH OF BERMUDA

High above the deck of the schooner, the Ellen Austin, sailing from
England to Newfoundland, the lookout thought he could see something. It
was just a spot on the horizon, and he rubbed his eyes and looked again to
make sure it was real. \

Then he shouted to the deck below, using the words that sailors have
always used — “Ship ahoy!” Holding onto a rope with one hand, he pointed
to the horizon.
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Down below, there was a movement as Captain Gould came up onto
the deck. He was a good captain, and everything affecting his ship was his
business. The lookout could feel the mast move as the ship changed her
course. He held on and watched carefully. As they came closer, he knew
that something was wrong. The other ship’s sails were hanging free,
moving forwards and backwards in the light wind.

Captain Gould knew that down below, his crew would be happy. If the
crew of the other ship really had gone away and left her, his crew could sail
her to port. Captain Gould would be paid salvage money and all of them
would get a share of this.
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Salvage money

Long ago, it a crew left aship at sea, anyone
finding her could sail her back to port and
ask for money, called salvage money, in return
for their trouble
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Captain Gould tumned to look at his second-in-command. “Mr Morgan,”
he said, “get some men together and go across to her. Let’s have a look.”

Morgan took five sailors and went across in a small boat. As they came
closer, they watched the ship for signs of life, but could see nothing. The
only things moving were the sails, blowing backwards and forwards in the
wind. The boat touched the side of the ship, and Morgan led the way up
the ladder. On the deck he stopped and listened. But everything was silent
except for the usual noises of a wooden ship.

“Ahoy there!” shouted Morgan. His voice was a little shaky, but loud
enough to be heard anywhere on the ship.

The men waited, looking around nervously. The sound of the waves
against the ship’s sides was the only answer.

Morgan and his men searched the ship. Both lifeboats were still in
their places. In the rooms below, everything was tidy. But there was no sign
of the crew or passengers — and nothing to tell where they had gone or why.

Walking around the ghost ship made Morgan feel afraid. It was so quiet.
What had happened to everyone?
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Mary Celeste mystery
The Mary Celeste was found without
a crew in the Atlantic Ocean in
1872. What happened to the crew is
still a mystery.
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The Ellen Austin was quite close to them now. Morgan and his men got
back into the boat and went across to her. He told his story to Captain
Gould.

“Well,” said the captain, “mystery or no mystery, she’s worth a lot of
money. Take some more men, go back to her, and we'll sail together to St
]Ohn, »

Morgan’s heart sank. He didn’t want to be captain of a ghost ship. It
was bad luck. However, his share of the salvage money, when they got to
Newfoundland, would be quite large. Also, he was the first officer on the
Ellen Austin, and it was his job to take the ship in.

The two ships turned to the west again and sailed side by side. A few
hours after sunset, a thick fog came down. The men on the Ellen Austin
could not see more than a few metres from the ship.
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“There’s no sign of her,” the lookout shouted.

“We'll keep going in the same direction,” Captain Gould said. “We can
find her in the moming.”

High up on the mast, the lookout saw the first of the daylight. He
looked around and started to worry. He took his time, waiting for more
light, until he was completely sure.

“Captain,” he called, “ can’t see her. She's disappeared.”

The men on the deck suddenly felt cold. Two ships travelling in the
same direction should not be so far away from each other after a few hours.
They knew that Morgan and his men were good sailors. They would have
kept the ship sailing west — if they were still on the ship.

U A LERES T . HEE BYOUE

“HANAREEIRERR F M AT9E, " GO . KRR SR

TEMaHERIEs b, BRI BRI TH -4, MINTETE. LRk, %
THIIVEBAGE LG, A EaMmiE RORT.

SRR, MR, CHREAWMT. dkER T

B AN ZEERBEEN B, W HLEIE) - mf rgh RS TE LD RS AS R i B 1R
Kik. i 1EmE BEAR AMBA T N EB R ALK T . e 1R ZREM A (R T — i
AR ERYIE.




Captain Gould sent more men to
the top of the mast, and told others to
watch from different parts of the ship.
He turned the Ellen Austin around and
started to sail back the way they had
come.

They sailed for hours and saw
nothing. Gould then ordered a change
of direction and they began to search
the whole area. They started at the place
where they had last seen the other ship. All the
entury merchant ship - time, the captain walked up and down the deck.

9 HE£C() H8 He was a worried man.

Then, late in the afternoon, one of the men at the top of the mast
called down, “Captain! Ship ahead!” There were a few minutes of silence,
while every man looked forward. Then the lookout called again, “It’s the
schooner!”

As the Ellen Austin got nearer, the captain studied the ghost ship care-
tully for signs of life.

“Ahoy, Mr Morgan!” he called.

There was no answer. This time Captain Gould himself went across to
the ship.
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Vincent Gaddis

The words “Bermuda Triangle” were first used
by writer Vincent Gaddis in Invisible Horizons,
a hoak about true sea mysteries. He alsa called
the area the Triangle of Death.
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