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Lesson One
The Marks of an Educated Man

Nx'cholas Murray Butler

A question oftcn asked is:“ What arc the marks of an edu-
cated man?” It is plain that one may gain no inconsiderable body
of learning in some special field of knowledge without at the same

- time acquiring those habits and traits which are the marks of an
* $ educated gentleman. A rcasonable amount of learning must of
course accompany an education, but, after all, that amount nced
not be so very great in any one field. An education will make its
mark and find its evidences in certain traits, characteristics, and
» capacities which have to be acquired by paticnt endeavor, by-fol-
~ 10lowing good examplc, and by receiving wise discipline and sound
" instruction.
o These traits or characteristics may be variously described
 and classified but among them there arc five that should always
"~ "stand out clearly enough to be seen of alf men.
',)‘1'5 The first of these is correciness and precision in the use of the
""" mother tongue. The quite shocking slovcrliness and vulgarity of
_much of the spoken English, as well as not a little of the written
“English, which onc hears and sces proves beyond peradventure
that years of attendance upon schools ‘and colicges that are
“20thought to be respectable have produced no impression. When
" one hears English well spoken, with pure diction, correct pronun-
cxauon, and an almost unconscious choice of the right word, he
_recognizes it at once. How much easier he ﬁnds it to imitate Eng-
“lish of the other sort!
25 A second and indispensable. trait of the educated man is re-
‘" fined and gentle manners, which are themselves the expression of
fixed habits of thought and action. “Manners makyth the man,”
wrote William of Wykeham over his gates at Winchester and at
Oxford. He pointed to a great truth. When manners are superfi-
*30cial, artificial, and forced, no matter what their form, they are
bad manners. When, however, they are the natural expression of
. fixed habits of thought and action, and when they reveal a refined

__l._



and cultivated nature, they are good manners. There are certain
things that gentlemen do not do, and they do not do them simply

35 because they are bad manners. The gentleman instinctively knows

" the difference between those things which he may and should do
and those things which he may not and should not do.

A third trait of the educated man is the power and habit of
reflection. Human beings for the most part live wholly on the sur-

40 face of life, They do not look beneath that surface or far beyond
the present moment and that part of the future which is quickly
to follow it. They do not read those works of prose and poetry
which have become classic because they reveal power and habit of

. reflection and induce that power and habit in others. When one,
% 45 reflects long enough to ask the question how?, he is on the way to
knowing something about scicnce. When he reflects long enough

i to ask the question why?, he may, if he persists, even become a
philosopher.

A fourth trait of the educated man is the power of growth.
.30 He continues to grow and develop from birth to his dying day.
_His interests expand, his contacts multiply, his knowledge in-
“creases, and his reflection becomes deeper and wider. It would
.Appear to be true that not many human beings, even those who
. have had a school and college education, continue to grow after

SS they arg twcnty-—four or twenty—five years of age. By that time 1t
s usual to settle down to life on a level of more or less contented
mtellectuai mterest and acnynty ‘The whole present—day
movement for adult education is a systematic and definite at-
. terapt_to kee,p human beings growing long after they have left
;school and college, and, therefore, to help educate them, .

"~ A'fifth trait of the educated man is his possession of efficien-
¢y, or the power to do. The mere vnsxonaxy dreamer, however
.charming or however wise, lacks. somethmg which an "education

) _ requires. The power to do may be exercised in any one of a thou-
,65 sand ways, but when it clearly shows itself, that is evidence that
thc period of discipline of study and of companionship with par-
ents ‘and teachers has not been in vain,
Giyen these five characteristics, onc has the outline of an
educated man. That outline may be filled in by scholarshxp, by
‘IOhterary power, by mechamcal skllls. by professnonal zcal and ca-



pacity, by business competence, or by social and political leader-
ship. So long as the framework or outline is there, the content
may be pretty much what you will, assuming, of course, that the
fundamental elements of the great tradition which is civilization,

75 and its outstanding records and achicvements in human personal-

ity, in letters, in science, in the fine arts, and in human institu-
tions, are all present.

Notes to the passage

1.

2.

“nh

The author of this essay——— Nicholas Murray Butler, President
of Columbia University, analyscs the traits of an educated man.
body ——(a) a large amount: a body of information

A considerable body of data on gecology in this region is

available in the library.

The oceans are large bodies of water. |

(b) a number of pecople who do somcthmg together in a

planned way

The Governing baody of the University mcets every Friday.

. but among them there are five that should always stand out clear-

ly enough 10 be secn of all men. ——-—that—clause modifies five; of

all meti = by all men.

:'The model worker is beloved of all men who know
him. = loved by all men. ' y
beyond peradvcnture—-—-—beyond / without doubt.

. which are themselves expression of fixed habits—-=refined and

gentle manners are represented by fixed habits of thought and ac-
tion.
fixed habit———unchanged practice in doing somethmg, ﬁxcd =
unchanged.

He has very fixed ideas on thissubject.

She was embarrassced by his fixed stare.
William of Wykeham (1324-1404)-—English bishop and states-
man. He was lord chancellor(1367—1371) and (1389-—1391), and
fi ounded New College, Oxford (1379) and Winchester College

Winchester ( 1382). “Manners makyth the man.”means “Man-

ners makes a good man.” “makyth ”, archaic for makcs s mean-
ing “ cause somebody to become=+”"
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. no matter what their form——whatever their form may be (take)
. for the most part——in genecral; mostly; generally
European countries are, or the most part, tired
, of war.=Most European countries are tired of war.
10. settle down to life ——to live a quiet, regular life
11. in vain——without getting the desired result
12, the content may be pretty much what you will, assuming, thate--
———Pay attention to the follwing points:
(a) pretty much ~——very much;very nearly
(b) what you will ——a noun clause used predicatively in the
-sentence. “will”, used as a transitive verb, meaning “to
determine by choice. *
The separation between the husband and the wxfe was wil-
 led, not forced.
Whatever he wills, he is likely to accomphsh
(c) assuming——supposing somethmg to be true.

O oo

Gnmlutiul nd structm'al points

1. “How nwchusletheﬁndsitto imitate Euzlishotthcothernra
In this scntenoe, the antecedent it * is the object, and the
real object of the verb “finds”is the infinitive comtrucuon, i. €
_ “to imitate English of the other sort. ” The word “casier”is the
obpct complement. Other examples are shown below:
I consider it necessary to acquire those good manners. .
We deem it essential to hear Amric;am speak English as much
" as possible.
1 £lt it my duty to help those who are less advanced in their
_ studies catch up.
" He found the question quite difficult to answer in a ﬁw words.
All these worries made it impossible for her to have a good
sleep at night.
2. The following infinitive constructxons are often used as an adverbi-
al of result.
(t) enough to *>-.
"' Laura seems bright enough to rise to the top of her position.
There are five that should alwnys stand out clcarly enough to be
scen of all man.

— 4 -



He didn’t jump high enough to win a prize .
She is old enough to travel by hersclf.
He was tall enough to scc over the heads of the other people.
(/) s0---as to *--
He was so foolish as 16 leave his car unlocked.
Would you be so  kind as to forward my letters?
(<) only to *--
He made a long speech only 1o show himself off.
He returncd home in a hurry only to find that his father had al-
ready passed away.
(d) too--+to ---
He was far too absorbed in his task fo appreciate fully the
scene around him.
His health is too poor to stand such a heavy burden in life.
The light is fo0 dim for him f¢ read by.
(e) such as to -+
The present economic situation is such as to call for our imme-
- diate attention.
His kindness in giving us as much help as he could while we
stayed there was such as to make us all love him.
His quarrel with his brother about the property is not such as
to be easily settled.

3. “Given these five characteristics, +++”a participial phrase performing
the function of a conditional clause, means“if he is given these
five characteristics==+” “given” : if one is provided withee.

Given the same treatment again, he i$ sure to get well.
He’ 1l make remarkable progress, given the same help with his
lessons.

EXERCISE
I. Reading comprehension

Circle the best choice to complete the following unfinished statcments
or questions:

1. What is the main idea of the entire essay expressed? »
A. Aneducated knowledge



B. The quality of an educated person
C. The education of an educated person
D. Aneducated man’s outline ‘
2. Only by acquiring those habits and characteristics can he
gain learning in some special field of knowledge.
A. considerable amount of  B. inconsiderable body of
C. no considerable body of D. aconsiderable amount of
3. The ways the author analyzed in the essay are essential for
an educated man to acquire certain traits. The exception is

~

A. making patient endeavor
B. following good examples
C. travelling all over the world
: D. receiving wise discipline and sound instruction
4, : will find its evidences in certain traits.
A. Human personality - B. Good manners
C. Education = D. Habits of reflection

5. Which one of the following traits is not indispensable
for an educated man?

A. Gentle manners. " B. Fixed way oflife.
C. Fixed habits. D. Gentle action.
6. When manners are superficial, artificial, and forced, they are
manners.
“A. Good ' B. bad
-C. cultivated D. fixed

7. A third trait of the educated man is the power
A. to think deeply and carefully
B. to live on the surface of life
C. to look beneath the surface of life
D. to read classic works of prose and poetry
8. Not many ‘human beings, even with the background of school
and college education, continue to grow after they are twen-
ty—four or twenty —five years of age because _
“A. theydo not multiply their contacts
B they do not expand their interests
C. they are satisfied with their knowledge
D. they settle down to a contented life
9. A fifth trait of the educated man is

-6 —



A. the power to dream well
B. the power to work well
- C. the power to show well
D. the power to cultivate well
10. The essay says that one has the outline of an educated man if
he possesses the five traits.“ Outline” in the passage
means .
A. scholarship, literary power and skills
B. power to grow and power to think
C. appearance of the great tradition and its outstanding
achievements
D. professional zeal and capacity

II. Vocabulary practice

A. Choose the best synonyms for the italicized words:

1. The mere visionary dreamer, however charming or however
wise, lacks something which an education requires.
A. romantic B. idecalistic
C. optimistic D. hopeful

2. Certain traits, characteristics, and capacities have to be ac-
quired by patient endeavor. ) '
A. suffering B. sick
C. persevering D. enduring

3. That outline may be filled in by scholarship, by literary pow-
er, by mechanical skills, by professional zeal and capacity or
by business com petence.

A. proficiency B. stability
C. competition D. sability
4. An indispensable trait of the educated man is re fined and gen-
tle manners.
A. well-balanced B. cultivated
C. pure D. clarified

5. His interests expand, his contacts multiply, his knowledge
increases, and his reflection becomes deeper and wider.
A. widen B. continue
"C. last D. expend
6. When he reflects long enough to ask the question why, he

_.7_.



may, if he persisis, even become a philosopher.

A. remain
C. continue

B. live
D. stay

7. They do not read those works of prosc and poctry because
they reveal power and habit of reflection and induce that pow-

er in others.
A. show
C. appear

B. revive
D. acquire

8. The gentleman instinctively knows the difference between -
those things which he should do and those things which he

should not do.
A. possibly
C. consciously

B. definitely
D. innately

9. Everyone in thc socialist country ought to become a respecta-

ble citizen.
A. accepted
C. resgected

B. educated
D. admired

' 10. Such an attitude taken by Helen Kecller, onc of the most  out-
standing writers of the world would be welcome,

A. refined
- C. superficial

- B. prominent
D efficient

w

- B. Find smgle wards in the passage which hue rqnghly the following

’ meanings.
1.
A 2
+ 3
4
—_— b2
[ VSR 6
8
o 9
0

to go along with
mdccorum

. fairly good
. to follow the pattern of

showxng good education and manncrs

. to bring about

. to have less than enough of
. to take for granted

9. to train the mind of

. to think carefully

C. Copy the following sentences and fill in the blanks with snitable
words or phrases from the passage:
1. Tt is plain that one may gain no inconsiderable body gf learn-
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ing at the same time acquiring those habits and
traits.

2. An education will make its and find its in
certain traits, characteristics, and capacities which have to be
acquired wise discipline and instruction.

3. The first of these is correctness and precision in the

of the mother tongue.

4. Years of attendance schools and colleges that are
thought to be havé produced no impression.

5. manners are superficial, artificial and forced, no
matter their form, they are bad manners. :

6. When they a refined and cultivated , they
are good manners. :

7. It would appear to be that not many human

beings, even those who had a school and college
education, will have and possess

8. The continuing education for adults is attempt to
keep human beings long after they have left school
and college. i

9. So long as the framework is there, the content may be pretty
much what you will, assuming that and

are all present. :
10. When the power to do clearly in any one of a thou-

sand ways, the period of discipline of study and of compan-
ionship with parents and teachers has not been

1. Grammar exercise
A. Complete the following scntences with one of the given infinitive
constructions: :

a. to havé made outstanding achievements in this experiment
b. to attend schools and colleges

c. to receive a systematic continuing education

d. to increase one's knowledge

e. to imitate English of the other sort

f. to invite you to a dinner in one’s home on Christmas Eve
g. to increase the prices for some commoditics

.—9._



h. tolearn good manners
i. not tostay in a five —star hotel
to be trained as top—level technicians and engineers

h'_.

. We found it necessary.for us--

. I felt it an honor =«

. This plan made it possible for young girls-+*

. It was considered disgraceful for Mr. Smith -

. The government thought it fitess -
. As a matter of fact, we see it practical for adults---
She deemed it importants--

. People regarded it cultivated for gnrls---

. We think it indispensable for an educated mane--

. He, declared it beyond doubt"- ¢ N

ok

B Rewrite the followmg sentences by using 100 **- 10, or so0 *--as
.+ to, eronlyto ---mstend of enough to :
1. Hedida’t reflect long enough to ask a good quest;on
2. The room is not large enough to hold so many people.
3 What he said is not vulgar enough 1o be disrespectful.
. 4, This book is not casy enough for children to read. :
5. They didn’ t get up early enough to';catch the seven-—thxrty
cog oo traim,
.. 6. Heis not tall enough to reach the books on thc _mp of the
; Shelf AR T s Vo gt
7. He didn’ t train reguarly enough to keep ﬁt for study and
work. s
8. She was weak enough to be unable to do the work mdepcn-
vty e TR m G N s £ A Eeeelonde R was L e,
9. He felt puzzled enough to be unable to answér:thﬁquesnon
-well. .
. 19, They hftcda rockL to d,top n on othcrs feete

Sypte s P e T I i FEL T
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IV. Error correction: B S W
I e ¥ ;4

Dmotiom I this vassnlge there are nltogethen 10 mxstakes, one
in each uahclwl part.-You, may-have te add.s word, delcte a
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