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1  Science and Reality

The table before which we sit may be ,as the scientist main-
tains ,composed of dancing atoms,but it does not reveal itself to
us anything of the kind ,and it is not with dancing atoms but a
solid and motionless object that we live . So remote is this“real”
table—— and most of the other “realities” with which science
deals——that it cannot be discussed in terms which have any hu-
man value,and though it may receive our purely intellectual cre-
dence it cannot be woven into the pattern of life as it is led in
contradistinction to life as we attempt to think about it. Vibra-
tions in the ether are so totally unlike ,let us say ,the color pur-
ple that the gulf between them cannot be bridged ,and they are ,
to all intents and purposes, not one but two separate things of
which the second and less “real” must be the most significant for
us . And jist as the sensation which has led us to attribute an ob-
jective reality to a non-existent thing which we call “purple” is
more important for human life than the conception of vibrations
of a certain frequency, so too the belief in God . However ill
founded , has been more important in the life of 'man than the
germ theory\of decay ,however true the latter may be .

"~ We may ,if we like .speak of consequence,as certain mys-
tics love to do' ,of the different levels or orders of truth. We may
adopt what is -essentially a Platonistic trick of thought and insist
upon postulating the existence of external realities which corre-
spond to the needs and modes of human feeling and which ,so we
may insist,have their being in some part of the universe Lmreach—
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able by scieri'c‘:é. But to do so is to make an unwarrantable as-
sumption and to be guilt of the metaphysical fallacy of failing to
distinguish between a truth of feeling and that other sort of truth
which is described as a “truth of correspondence”,and it is better
perhaps ,at least for those of us who have grown up1in an age of
scientific thought, to steer clear of such confusions and to rest
content with the admission that ,though the universe with which
science deals is the real universe ,yet we do not and cannot have
any but fleeting and imperfect contacts with it ;that the most im-
portant part of our lives—— our sensations,emotions,desires ,
and aspirations—— takes place. in a universe of illusions which
science can attenuate or destroy,but which it is powerless to en-

rich.
Exercises

A. Read the passage and choose the best answer from the fol-

lowing ; '

1. The author suggests that in order to bridge the puzzling
schism between scientifie truth and the world of illusion ,
the reader should
a. try to rid himself of his world of illusion.

b. accept his world as being one of illusion.
c.apply the scientific method.
d.establish a truth of correspondence.

2.1t can be inferred from the first passage that

a. scientific conceptions of reality have no significant func-
tion in our lives,
b. reality is more important than the conception.

c. objects are composed of atoms and they are not solid.



d. scientific conceptions of reality should be discussed in
our daily life.
. According to this passage,a scientist would conceive of a
“table” as being
a. a solid motionless object.
b. certain characteristic vibrations in “ether”
c. a mass of atoms in motion. '
d. a form fixed in space and time.
. Judging from the ideas and tone of the selection,one may
reasonably guess that the author is
a.a humanist.
b. a nuclear physicist
c. a doctor of medicine.
d. a writer of popular articles on science.
. According to the author,which of the following statement
is true? . ’
a. Vibrations in the’ether are totally similar.
b. The color purple is one not two separate things,
c. Sensations , while in “reality” quite different from what
we sense,are nevertheless what we sense, _
d. Beliefs ,are less important to us than scientific find-
ings. '
.By“objective reality”the author means
a. symbolic existence.
b. reality colored by emotion.
c. a phenomenon we can directly experience.
d. scientific reality.
. The topic of this selection is
a. the distortion of reality by science.

b. the confusion caused by emotion.



c. Platonic and contemporary views of truth,
d. the place of scientific truth in our life.
B. Choose the correct word from the following list to fit into
each sentence,using its proper form;
sensation conception postulate assumption steer
confusion fleet enrich intellectual. mystic illusion

1. A good novelist needs great powers of  *

2. An actor must have a clear of the past he is to
play.
3. His unexpected arrival threw everything into .

4. Their that the war would end quickly was proved

wrong. . . .

5. Everybody should the mind with knowledge to
suit the society. .

6. It was dark, the travellers had to their cars by
the stars.

7. Our popular newspapers deal largely in .

8. The of Enclidean geometr& are the possihility of
drawing a straight line between any two points.

9. The i under orders to set sail.

10. He cherished the that everyone admires him.

C. Error Correction

The beavers were building a dam in a small
stream. The land around the stream was dry . Few
plants grew there. Not many animals went to the 1.
stream,

When the stream was finished, there was a 2.
new pond . The pond made many changes in the
land . The pond caught and hold rainwater. Fish 3.
grew in great numbers in the stream. Frogs came
4



and soon there were new tadpoles swim in the wa-
ter . Birds came to feed in the fish and tadpoles .
Wild animals came to drink the clear water and eat
the new water plants. '

These beavers have not always lived in this
stream. They had brought here by men who want-
ed to make this dry land poor again. The beavers
had been taken from another stream far away and

brought to this stream by airplane. The beavers,in

special boxes, had been dropped by parachutes. -

when the parachutes had hit the ground , the
beavers had jumped out and run to the stream. The
changing of the land had begun.

|
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2 Adolescent Students

In dealing with students on the high—school level—that is ,
the second, third,and fourth year of high school—we must bear
in mind that to some degree they are at a difficult psyclological
stage,generally called adolescence. Students at this level are like-
ly to be confused mentally,to be subject to involuntary distrac
tions and romantic dreaminess . They are basically timid or
self-conscious ,they lack frankness and are usually very sensitive
but hate to admit it . They are motivated either by great ambi-
tion, probably out of all proportion to their capabilities ,or by ex-
treme laziness caused by the fear of not succeeding or attaining
their objectives . Fundamentally they want to be kept busy but
they refuse to admit it . They are frequently the victims of earlier
poor training ,and this makes every effort doubly hard. They are
usually willing to work ,but they hate to, work without obtaining
the results they think they should obtain. Their critical faculties
are beginning to develop and they are critical of their instructors
and of the materials they are given to learn. They are beginning
to feel the pressure of time; and although they seldom say so,
they really want to be consulted and given an opportunity to di-
rect their own affairs,but they need considerable guidance. They
seldom admit that they need this guidance and they frequently
rebel against it, but if it is intelligently offered they accept it
with enthusiasm. If they are healthy they are capable of long pe-
riods of concentration and an extraordinary amount of work .
They are trying,most of them,to form political ideas and they
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have a tendency to be either extremely idealistic (which is usually
another term for radical) or conservative,blindly accepting what
their fathers and grandfathers believed in. It is in this period that
students can be most easily and permanently influenceed. It is
the period in which they form strong attachments for their teach-
ers. Their outlook on life is usually extremely exaggerated. They
are either far too modest and retiring ,or extravagantly boastful.
They are much more susceptible to the influence of a strong per-
sonality than to that of a great intelligence. Of all periods of life

this is what may best called the ‘plastic age’.

Exercises

A. Reading Comprehension
1. The writer's view of adolescents can be summed up by
saying
a. they have difficulty in concentrating
b. their relationship with adults is difficult’
¢. they have a variety of problems and often behave in
contradictory ways
d. their intelligence is developing
2. According to the author, the contradictory behaviour of
adolescents is
a. abnormal b. natural
c. ridiculous d. incredible

3. It can be inferred from the passagethat adolescents’

a, often irritate their parents.
b. never blame adults

¢. seldom work hard



. d. sometimes fail to reach their goals
4. The author suggests. that
a. adolescents do not need much guidance
b. guidance should be given to.adolescents in a skilful way
c. adolescents should not rebel against guidance
d. guidance should not be given to adolescents
5. Why adolescence is called ‘plastic age’?
a. Because adolescents have a strong desire to be success-
ful.
b. Because at this age adolescents are very difficult to deal
with.
c. Because adolescents are most likely to be influenced at
this level.
d. Because adolescents are too modest.
B. Choose the correct word to fill into each sentence,using
proper forms, . '
l confuse sensitive ambition objective
faculty  consult guidance extraordinary
radical attachment modest boastful
personality intelligence rebel
1. If your baby is losing weight, you should - your
doctor promptly.
2. Her prevented her from making her feelings
known to him.

3. Mobil's primary . . is to win.

4. My grandfather was a most man.
5. Her was to be a teacher.
6. This is a book for the of beginners in English.

7. He has a wonderful

8. His unexpected arrival threw everything into



9. We have a strong to every tree and bush there.

10. Her remarks showed a lack of ..
11. Williams of his influence on the Prime Minis-
ter.

12. There were a new group of . who turned against
the established social order.
13. The child has a great for learning languages.
C. Error Correction
For many people the most exciting devel-
opment in recent years are Picturephone ser- 1.
vice. Picturephone service, which will become
available commercially in the 1980s, will at
first probably be used by large business corpo-
rations. But as picturephone service becomes
available,it will no doubt spread from the of- 2.
fice to the home. It is already clear that “the
next beat thing to being there”is going to be a
picturephone answer. ' 3.
Possibly the most significant research

now conducting is in the use of the laser beam 4.
in telephone communications. This “ new
light”,first produced by scientists in 1960,can
beam continually and with extraordinary in- 5.
tensity. Instead of using light to see by ,tele-
phone researchers are thinking of ways to use
light to communicate in. In other words,they 6.
are thinking of using light for same purpose
radio waves are now used—to transmit tele-
phone calls, television programs,and data mes-

sages from one point to another. As the expan- 8.
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sion of picturephone service and high—épeed
data communications between computers, pre-
sent message—carrying capacities may soon
become inadequate. If it turns on to be techni-
cally and economically sound, the laser might
prove to be a major breakdown in telephone

communications.
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