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The acclaimed academic, Dr. Sir Walter T.J. Fitzbody, accompanied the equally accessi-
ble expert of aboriginal history, Dr. Mugambe H.C. Carriky, slowly to the platform to accept
his National Science Foundation Award. Both were noted for their absenteeism, rarely seen
in public and still marveled at for their abnormal usage of double abbreviations in their
names. That it was Dr. Carriky, the former pupil of Dr. Fitzbody who was receiving this life-
time award before his mentor was only minor. Dr. Fitzbody knew that academia was not always
fair and, having always been rather accommodating for his favorite student anyhow, was tak-
ing the event as an honor to his work as well.

When Dr. Carriky accidentally tripped over the toe of a person with his leg extended too
far into the aisle, the gasps of the crowd conveniently covered the abusive words that came
out of Dr. Carriky's mouth. The man did not take the abuse kindly, however, and abandoning
all respect, began to rise to respond to the guest of honor. Dr. Fitzbody, sensing trouble,
quickly accelerated towards the stage. It did not matter that an accessory of his robe was
lost to the floor as they escaped. The rest of the audience, sensing a need for accommoda-
tion, politely gave clear access so that no further mishaps would occur.

Having accomplished their entry, Dr. Fitzbody began his introduction of Dr. Carriky. He
gently smiled and said a joke that related the fall to a historical abstraction. The crowd
laughed in relief and breathed easily as they knew that honor and dignity had been restored.
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Accreditation crists

Dave’ s business acumen was sorely questioned when the first round of accreditation for
" his music school failed. His partners accused him of not accumulating a qualified staff, his
accountant acquiesced that his bookkeeping was not orderly, and his wife said he wasn’t as
acquainted with the process as he should have been. Regardless of the accuracy of the com-
plaints, Dave felt an acute pain; it was as if he was drinking acid. How could his friends ail
abandon him so quickly when troubles came? Dave knew that if he ever wanted to achieve any-
thing else in his life after this, he would first have to overcome this emotional acupunc-
ture, acknowledge his mistakes and move on.

His first step was to adapt to the situation and keep his acquisitive partners from
selling what he had started to the highest bidder. To do this he quickly acquired the report
on what had been successfully accredited and what had failed. He was surprised to find that
his school had only failed on one point, the acoustics of their main music hall. That meant
that everything else was fine, that it was a success except for that one thing!

At the meeting the next day withall parties involved, Dave presented the report and his
plan for how they could improve the acoustics of the hall and then activate a second round of
accreditation meetings. Everyone was happy except for the partners. They had already viewed
the school as a failed acquisition and it was hard for them to adjust their thinking. Dave
was quick, however, and encouraged them that this was still a successful item in their accu-
mulation of a diversified portfolio. They agreed and the school was licensed three months

later.
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Last Advent our local Catholic Church adopted a new policy for dealing with teenagers
struggl ing through adolescence. The new priest, originally from New York, addressed the is-
sue that day in his sermon about adjusting our view to administer help to those young people
who were helpless, without support and suffering during this difficult time of life. This
would include dealing with drug addicts, young single mothers, and youth with disciplinary
problens that most people simply wanted to avoid. It was admittedly a controversial talk,
but his words spoke to us all and we all decided to be adaptable to trying something new for
our community.

The local catholic administration was more adverse to the concept. They did not want to
have troublemakers adjacent to lonely widows, young children, orphans and others that the
church was already adept at dealing with. The new priest gave his admission to this and
promised to build a separate addition for the adolescents he would work with. He also agreed
to adhere to all traditional administrative procedures and to submit to their ultimate au-
thority.

The adaptation to the Church’s focus was a great success. Troubled youth began coming in
and out of the new building adjoining the Church with smiles on their faces and a renewed
hope for life. And while it was advisable for the priest to work with a team of volunteers,
each adolescent began to see him as the father that they had never had. Lives were changed,
needs were met, and attendance grew. The administration was very pleased.

Tomorrow is Advent again. It has been one year since we changed our outlook and we have
much to celebrate!
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“ An affluent society cannot afford advocates of its own destruction. A society that can
destroy itself is an aggravated society suffering from an ailment that needs to be cured. ”

These were the thoughts of the secret agent as he prepared to afflict harm on Hamilton
Smith, the leader of a prominent government advisory committee. Mr. Smith was determined to
affect the course of history by affirming a new order. He wanted to destroy all that was good
and begin again with how he thought a country should run.

This agenda was unacceptable to the top-secret agency that really ruled the country. And
it was this agency that found an agreeable agent to sacrifice himself for his country by mur-
dering Hamilton Smith in front of the world. The affluence of all would only continue thanks
to this agent, even though there would never be any affection for his memory or any des ire to
be affiliated with his tainted name.

As he hung from the bars of the ceiling of the conference hall, the agent was glad he was
an aerobics teacher in his spare time. Without all of his physical training this task would
have been pure agony. He smiled when he imagined the world’s reaction to his killing Hamil-
ton Smith. There was a certain aesthetic that only a few would appreciate.

As he looked down he could see that people were agglomerating around Hamilton Smith al-
ready as he was entering the room. This aggregation of people was a problem but there was
nothing the agent couldn’t deal with. It would make the event even more impressive. When he
finally saw Hamilton’s head he pulled his gun up to aim. It was show time!
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The alchemist had always been alienated from his peers because of his alarming theo-
ries. Only the most alternative universities were willing to allocate small allowances to
him to further research his ideas. When he found evidence of aliens living in the highest al-
titude mountains of the world, he was recognized as an all-round failure. It was therefore
even more unfortunate that he was right.

The alchemist ignored the further alienation and built an alliance of extremists to get
physical proof of the alien and to alter the world’ s view of his theory. When they returned
with photos and video of the alien he was sure he would walk down many aisles to claim inter-
national awards and financial allocations to test all of his other theories. However, this
proof did nothing to alleviate the concerns of his peers that he was truly insane.

When the alchemist was alerted that the aliens were coming down from the mountains and
alighting on the roofs of buildings his peers still did not believe what he alleged. When an
alien finally walked into the conference room everything changed. In addition to being
named chief ambassador to the aliens, the alchemist was allotted more honor than he had ever
dreamed. All of his dreams had come true.

The al iens unfortunately suddenly developed an allergy for human beings and started dy-
ing. The alchemist found that they were allergic to human hair, developed a cure, and saved
the aliens. Now he was the hero of the galaxy!
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“It was always my ambition to be a research analyst studying amphibian anatomy for the
benefit of mankind.” Said Dr. Cull to the high school students touring the laboratory. “My
ancestors were all scientists and my father taught me that it is simply amazing to appreci-
ate all of the anatomical detail in each creature. There is nothing amorphous about them. I
also hope that through my research we can understand the impacts of our society on these
creatures so that we can know how to ameliorate environmental problems and amend our wrongs.
Frogs, for example, are an indicator of environmental pollution”

“You are very ambitious, Dr. Cull.” A bright, amber-haired girl said. “So you are look-
ing for analogies between animals and humans?”

“Yes, and there are already ample findings amid the analogues we already have. We know
much about how anesthetics work, for example, based on clinical trials with rats.”

“Ooowww. I disagree with using animals for tests!” Another student suddenly said.

“Some people think that the ethics of using animals for testing are fairly ambiguous.
But the amount of knowledge we have amassed about health, vaccines, antibiotics etc. is in-
credible. Many of your daily amenities are based on results from animal research. There is
really nothing amateurish or careless about animal testing. ” Replied the Doctor.

“But I've seen videos of the amateur conditions in different research facilities and
things look pretty bad for animals.” Interjected yet another high school student.

“I see we’ve hit on an interesting topic. Let’s step into this conference room and dis-

cuss this further.”
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