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Preface

The construction of walls round residential and office buildings, which often constitute a component part of build-
ing projects, has been largely overlooked even in books on achitectual engineering. People were accustomed to erecting
high and solid walls round their residences for security reasons, The natural cons equence was we were everywhere con-
fronted with grimlooking walls and banal street scenes.

Over the past years, the Tianjin Muncipality embarked on a comprehensive street renovation project and undertook
a special study of the interrelationships between the enclosing walls round buildings and the look of streets, the
greening plan and the styles of buildings. Efforts focussed on the integration of the functions and the renovation art of
the walls and the unification in a variety of ways of the street appearance and the styles of buildings, As a result,
the renovated streets have taken on a new look marked by vigour and uniqueness. The enclosing walls lining the streets
now present a picture of diversified shapes and designs all executed with great skill and excite the interest of the pass-
ersby, No matter where you go, you will not miss the intriguing contrast between the green patches in the streets
and the garden-like courtyards round buildings. They infuse vitality into the life of the city, ,

The harmony of the enclosing walls, buildings and streets has brought about tremendous improvement in the city’s
look and environment . If we draw an analogy between the building art and music, we may compare the reconstruction
of the enclosing walls round edifices to the composing of the finale of a symphony, , It may not be as important as
the main melody itself, Nevertheless, it does complete and elevate to a higher Em:o_ of sublimity the whole piece and
leaves a pleasant lingering aftertaste, The city’s street renovation project is just such a :,Em::.,m touch and already it
has added splendor to the city’s overall view, ) ;

In this album, we have collected 180 photographic illustrations of the renovation results to give the reader a glimpse
of what has been accomplished under the project., Here, you will find representations of enclosing walls of diverse
types and designs such as the iron lattice work walls, concrete semi-open work walls with floral patterns, brick walls
with intricate designs from bricks being pieced together, brick walls with “appliques” and bas-reliefs as well as
. decorative walls of the picturesque Chinese traditional style, They are presented in mz,.vcvm with plane and sectional
drawings. The album does not claim to be a special treatise on enclosing wall construction by any one author but
reflects the fruit of labour collectively achieved by the engineers, building workers and cadres in the fulfillment of
the city’s reconstruction programme. We hope the work undertaken by us will provide stimulation to the city reconstr-
uction projects across the country and that more and more respelendent cities will spring up in the hands of the present
generation of buildiers., .
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