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1. Finsbury Park Murder
FHBEAEERRE

Scan the story and try to answer the
Jollowing questions within 15 minut-

es: How did the detectives know that
Warren was involved in the murder?
Why did Warren’s lover suspect him?
What testimony did different witness-
es give?

The witness said that between 1 and 2 a.m.she and her daugh-
ter were woken by what sounded like a scream of pain. This seemed
to come from the house opposite, and it was followed by another

L't})'“!- _s___'gg_.,qvhich was not so loud.,
/Jf\,ﬂ{: Further light was thrown on events earlier that evening by
" Samuel Lever, who worked at the Finsbury Park Empire'. He had

met Ball in a pub on the night of the murder and had been invited to
Prah Road for a drink.

When they arrived, Ball shouted, “Lizzie, bring in a bottle of
1



beer.”

“Who is the female?” asked Lever.

“Oh, she is my niece, who is keeping house for me while my
wife is away,” Ball had replied.

A young man then entered the room. He was aged 19 or 20,
his hair was brushed back and he wore a lounge suit . Ball said the
man was a sailor who was staying the mght At Ball’s request the
seaman played the piano for about five minutes and then left the
room, said Lever.

Asked by the coroner lf he had anythmg to say, Ball replied:
“I can only say, as I have said all through?, that I have had nothing
to do with the case. :

After the inquest was ad_zoumed he was placed in custody,
charged with being an accessory after the fact of Lucy Nightingale’s
murder’:-and within days the police made two further arrests..

In an incredible turn of events the young seaman known to have
visited Ball’s home had given Lucy Nightingale a photograph of him-
self*. This was found in the house, and it enabled police to recognize
him when he was spotted in West India Dock road. Promptly arrest-
ed, Harold Horatio Morgan, a 19-year-old ship’s cook, was charged
with the murder.

Warren admitted having gone to Parah Road on the Saturday
but denied having been there since. He also asked to be medically
examined. He had so little use in one arm, he said, that he was
practically a one-armed man and would have been incapable of com-
mitting the murder..

Detectives then interviewed Warren's lover, 28-year-old Olive
Evelyn Parton, whom he had picked up when his ship docked at
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Cardiff, persuading her and his shipmate Morgan to accompany him
to London.

A whole chain of events had combined to make Olive Parton
suspicious of her lover. She said that on the night of the murder
Warren had gone out with Morgan, leaving her in the room the cou-
ple had taken in Allison Road, Harringay. Morgan had called, say-
ing that a woman in Parah Road had “done him out of thirty
shillings,” and he meant to get it back from her’. Warren had a-
greed to accompany him. Although the men said they’d be back
within minutes when they left at about seven o’clock they didn’t re-
turn until after 1:30 a . m.

- Warren had then washed his shirt and he had a scratch on his
_chii. He claimed he had received this in a fight with a man, but to
Olive it looked as if it had been made by a woman’s fingernail.

He gave her three rings — one of which was inscribed . “L.
O’C.” — and she now handed these to Detective Inspector
Mitchell.

Warren had shaved off his moustache that morning after the
murder, she said, and when the three went out they saw a newspa-
per placard which announced: “Woman strangled at Finsbury
Park.”

Noticing Warren and Morgan smile at each other on seeing
this, she said, “You have had nothing to do with that, have you?”

“Why should you think that we had anything to do with it?”
asked Warren.

“It seems rather funny that you could come home in the early
hours of the morning,” she said.

“You'd better be careful about what you are saying,” Warren
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told her.

Morgan bought a paper, which the two men kept from her for
some time. But when she read the report a day or two later she saw
that the descriptions of two men wanted for questioning fitted War-
ren and Morgan. And on listening to their conversation, she heard
the name Ball mentioned:--

Both suspects, along with Ball, appeared in court when the in-
quest on Lucy Nightingale identified the three rings handed over by
Olive Parton as having belonged to his wife, and Warren’s landlady
testified that on the night of the murder she had heard him come
home at 2: 20 a.m. She also confirmed that Warren had shaved off
his moustache later that day.

Morgan told the court that on the afternoon of Saturday, July
26, he and Warren had met Ball in a public house. Ball had invited
him to his home to play the piano, and while he was there he met a
woman introduced to him as Ball’s niece, Lizzie. He had intended to
go to Limehouse to seek lodgings, but Ball had told him, “Don’t go
there, it’s a rough place,” and had offered him a bed for the night.

Morgan said that when the time came to retire for the night he
asked Ball where he was to sleep and was told, “With the girl.”

“Did he ask you for anything?” said the coroner.

“Yes, ten shillings,” Morgan replied.

“Did he say what you were to give the girl?”

“He said I was to give her what I liked.”

Morgan went on to say that Lizzie told him that men usually
gave her two or three pounds. He threw two pounds on the bed and
she picked up the money and put it in her stocking. They spent the
night together, and the next day he went to see Warren in Allison
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Road.

He denied telling his friend that the girl had “done him out of
thirty shillings,” and that he was going to get it out of her, but he
said that Warren had gone back to Ball’s house with him at about
seven o’clock that evening. At Lizzie's suggestion he and Warren
had gone out with her for some supper. In the restaurant they met a
man with ginger hair who appeared to know Lizzie, and who re-
turned to the house with them, going upstairs with the girl.

It was then about midnight. Warren and Ball were chatting in
the kitchen, said Morgan, and he himself must have dozed off® for
about 10 minutes in the back parlor. He awoke when Ball came in-
to the room, followed by Lizzie who said she would sleep with “Old
Doings,” as she called Ball. He remained downstairs drinking with
Ball for about an hour while Lizzie and Warren were upstairs.

“Whilst in the kitchen did you hear anything?” asked the coro-
ner. '

“A shout, not very loud and short,” Morgan replied.

“Do you call it a shout or a scream?”

“It was more like a scream. It sounded as if it was a woman:--
it was then about one o’clock.”

Morgan went on to say that Warren came downstairs hurriedly
half an hour later. “He asked if I was coming. I told him I was go-
ing to put my hat and coat on, and he told me to hurry up.”

Ball was still downstairs, and after they left the house Warren
said: “I wonder if Ball went upstairs. I tied her up and put a pillow
under her head.”

“What did you understand by that?” asked the coroner.

“I did not ask him anything,” replied Morgan.



