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alpine skier

IE'EEE'LZdJJ\
Athlete who practices alpine skiing;
alpine skiers often specialize in one or

more of four events.

helmet

k7l

Rigid piece of equipment that is

designed to protect the head; helmets are
mandatory for racing.

wrist strap

P

Strap that is attached to the handle
and worn around the wrist to prevent
the skier from losing a pole when
sticking it into the ground.

handle

BF

Part used to pick up and
maneuver the ski pole.

ski goggles

BREFEE

Equipment that protects the eyes
against the Sun's rays and the
elements; the filtered lenses optimize
depth perception.

bottom

K

Carefully polished piece that forms the bottom of
the ski; a wax suited to snow conditions is applied
to the bottom to obtain the best possible glide.

basket

Circular piece attached to the

bottom of the ski pole; it prevents

the pole from sinking too deeply
ski suit into the snow.
AER
Skintight one-piece garment that
reduces air resistance; various
protective devices can be added,
depending on the event.

ski pole

LE)

Metal or composite fiber rod with a
handle and a basket; the ski pole is
used for maintaining balance and

ski glove forturning.

el ski boot

Covering for the hand and wrist that BEE

protects them againstthe coldand  Rigid boot made of plastic or

weather, padded but flexible, it
grip on the handle.

composite materials; the front and
back of the ski boot attach to the ski.

groove
3]
Indentation along the bottom that
improves glide and stability on
straightaways.

ski
LEL

Long strip with foot bindings that
is designed for gliding over a
snow-covered surface; it is usually

made of composite fibers. . .
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INTRODUCTION

A MAJOR INNOVATION

In response to public demand, QA International now offers an
edition of the VISUAL with definitions. The evocative power of
the illustrations (in seeing, one can identify and name) is sup-
plemented by definitions that bring out the essential informa-
tion that cannot be seen or is only suggested by the word: the
inherent qualities, function and characteristics of the illustrat-

ed item.

THE DEFINITONS

Within the hierarchical format of the VISUAL's presentation, the
definitions fit together like a Russian doll: theme, sub-theme, ti-
tle, sub-title, illustration, terminology. The definition of the theme
“Animals”, for example, applies to all of the animals in the chapter
so that the appearance of the definition for the term “insect” at
the top of the page means it does not have to be repeated for
each of the insects illustrated. Instead, the text concentrates on
defining the distinguishing characteristics of each insect (the louse
is a parasite, the female yellow jacket stings, and so forth). Since
the definition leaves out what is obvious from the illustration, the
illustrations and definitions complement one another. Hence, the

cross section of the ear shows the exact position of each of its

parts, while the definitions describe only their functions.

As the illustrations progress, the definitions become more detailed.
For example, the vertebral column in the skeleton is defined as a
“movable bony axis made up of various parts articulating with each
other (vertebrae)” . The vertebral column is once again featured in
the section on the central nervous system, but this time it contains
definitions related to spinal cord . Technical words used in definitions
are defined in the VISUAL, either on the same page, elsewhere in the
same chapter, or in a separate chapter. For example, the words “tel-
son” and “uropod” are a part of the definition of the lobster's “tail”,

but they are defined as parts of the lobster’s morphology.
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The vast majority of words in the VISUAL are defined. The defini-
tion is not repeated when the word always has the same meaning.
When the illustration suggests the usual meaning of the word,
the word is not defined. However, when it is useful to specify the
function, as in the case of the “wheel” on the tank’s track shoe, a

definition is included.

STRUCTURE OF THE VISUAL

The work contains three sections: the introductory pages, includ-
ing the list of themes and the table of contents; the body of the

work, i.e. the detailed treatment of each theme; and the index.

The order of presentation is from the abstract to the concrete:
theme, sub-theme, title, sub-title, illustration, terminology, defini-

tion.

The contents are divided into 17 THEMES, from Astronomy
to Sports and Games. The most complex themes are divid-
ed into SUB-THEMES, 94 in total. For example, the theme
EARTH is divided into Geography, Geology, Meteorology and
Environment. The VISUAL is the only dictionary to present
and define words in groups; all other dictionaries present
them in alphabetical order so that related terms are sepa-

rated from each other.

The TITLES (658 in total) have various functions. They bring
together, under a single heading, illustrations of various ob-
jects that are a part of the same conceptual framework (for
example, armchairs, domestic appliances); they label a com-
plex illustration whose main parts are identified (museum,
exterior of a house); they name a single object and include

the terminology that applies to its parts (glacier, castle).

The principal types within the same class of objects are
sometimes gathered under the same SUB-TITLE and their
names are given but no detailed terminological analysis is
provided (for example, under “armchair”, one finds “exam-

ples of armchairs”).
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The ILLUSTRATION is an exact and realistic likeness of an
object, process or phenomenon, together with its salient de-
tails. It is an integral part of the visual definition for each of

the terms it depicts.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Each word in the VISUAL has been carefully chosen after
consulting high-quality documentation containing the appro-
priate level of specialization. In some instances, the docu-
mentation consulted revealed that different words are used
to name the same concept. In such cases, the most reputa-

ble sources were used in specifying the term.

Throughout the VISUAL, spelling and usage reflect the En-

glish language as it is used in the United States.

As is the case with all dictionaries, words are usually re-
ferred to in the SINGULAR, even if the illustration shows a
number of individual examples. The word designates the

concept, not the actual illustration.

HOW TO CONSULT THE VISUAL

The contents of the VISUAL may be accessed in a number

of ways:

e The list of THEMES can be referred to at the end of the

introductory pages and on the back cover of the book.

e The introductory page for each THEME outlines its con-
tents and its subdivisions into SUB-THEMES and one can
see at a glance the page number where they can be found
(except for Plants and Clothing). Sub-themes are defined on

these pages.

* The INDEX may be consulted to locate a specific term and,
by examining the illustration cited and reading its definition,
one better understands what the term refers to and its exact

meaning.
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* The fundamental originality of the VISUAL lies in its illustra-
tions, which allow readers to find a word that corresponds to
an idea even if they have only the vaguest idea of it. The VISU-
AL is the only dictionary that makes this possible; when con-

sulting a traditional dictionary, one must first know the word.
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F Denotes any mass of natural matter of a
certain size, located in space.

I Observation of phenomena occurring in the
celestial sphere.

Science of navigation in space and all of its related
human activities.



