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CLAUSE 1V:PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND
BRITAIN LABOUR PARTY
SINCE WORLD WAR 1I

Abstract

The distinctive feature of Britain Labour Party was the public or
common ownership of the means of production, which since 1918 had
been widely regarded within the Party as the necessary eondition of the
social and economic transformation described in Clause IV of the Party
Constitution as its ultimate goal.

Chapter 1 explores the status of public ownership within the
historical and theoretical context. It demonstrates that the Party had not
good change to carry it out until Attlee Government period. There are
some dynamic factors, include Keynesianism, Beveridge Report, the
great power of the Party, especially the World War II favoured the
collectivist policies of Webbs and paved the way for the 1918 Labour
Constitution and Clause IV which put it forward. At the meanwhile, no
detailed planning, the Consensus Politics, the faction fighting over the
party constitution and policy, which are essential as incentive to the
maintenance of the private ownership.

Chapter 2 focuses on the debate of Clause IV within the Labour
Party. It analyses the cause why the revisionist, head of Crosland,
want to demote public ownership as well as the Hugh Gaitskell s ill—
fated attempts to amend the Clause IV.
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Chapter 3 examines the period, between 1964 and 1970, the
Wilson governments try to make a moderate public ownership economic
strategy, in which the scientific revolution and Labour Party
Constitution’ s aim were merged. Meanwhile the govenment was in a
dilemma under the pressures of itself, economic crisis and Trade
Union. The differences between ideal and reality put a great influence
to the failure of the governments.

Chapter 4 considers factors lead the Labour Party turned to left in
the period of 1973—1983. Under the pressures of factional strife of
itself, economic crisis, Holland’ s theory and the left groups, the
Labour Party Left had control the leading power and made a whole set
of policies —* Alternative Economic Strategy.”

Chapter 5 describes and explains the ideological shift that
accompanied the policy and organizational changes and the revision of
Clause IV. Labour’s Crushing electoral defeat in 1983 marked the end
of the left’ s temporary ascendancy within the party. Neil Kinnock
heralded a gradual Policy Review Movement away from the advocacy of
large-scale public ownership and a clean endorsement of the market.
John Smith s ent accession to the party leadership, affirmed
principle of “one member, one vote.” Tony Blair’s election as party
leader soon led to an acceleration of the pace of modemization.
Together with his supporters, Blare revised the old Clause IV and
published a new Clause IV. The revision of the Clause IV apparent
watershed in the history of Britain Labour Party. It is a essential sign
that Labour Party formally abandoned its socialism myth. In 1997
election, Blair was elected Prime Minister, soon drew up the Third
Way, and won the 2001 election again.
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This dissertation recounts the development and evolution of
postwar Britain Labour Party, which focus on the Clause IV of the
constitution, and that analyses the reason of the change through
examining the main tendency of development of the Britain society.
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