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(S Traveling Around
- the World

Section I Interpretation from English into Chinese

ge | World Heritage Sites in China

China is a country with an age-old history, a brilliant civilization, and magnificent landscapes.
Even before recorded history, primitive humans, including Yuanmou Man, Lantian Man, and
Peking Man, lived in what is now China some 4,000,000 to 1,000,000 years ago.

China’ s recorded history began in the 21st century B. C. , with the establishment of the first
Chinese dynasty, the Xia Dynasty. In 221 B. C., Shi Huang Di (246-210 B. C. ) , the first emperor
of the Qin Dynasty, put an end to the division of the country by the nobles in the Warring States
Period (475221 B. C.) and founded the Qin Dynasty, the first centralized, autocratic feudal
empire in China.

From the Qin Dynasty to the founding of the Republic of China in 1912, China saw the feudal
dynasties of the Han (206 B. C.-220 A. D. ), the Three Kingdoms (220-280), the Jin {265-
420) , the Northern and Southern (420-581), the Sui (581-618), the Tang (618-907) , the Five
Dynasties (907-960) , the Song (960-1279), the Yuan (1271-1368 ), the Ming ( 1368-1644 ),
and the Qing (1644-1911).

China is a unitary multi-national country with a total of 56 ethnic groups. The Han nationality
makes up 94 percent of the total population. The remaining 6 percent are composed of the 55
fraternal nationalities, including the Mongolian, Hui, Tibetan, Zhuang, Manchu, etc. Their
different customs and cultures are both a national and world treasure, which attract tourists home and
abroad.

As the Chinese civilization developed, beautiful scenic spots and historical sites were created ,
many of which still exist in this ancient land. They include magnificent ancient architectural

complexes' and a great number of historical relics, forming an important basis for the study of
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China’ s ancient culture and history.

China has a territory of 9. 6 million square kilometers, located in the eastern part of Asia, on
the western shore of the Pacific. It has diverse and beautiful natural and geographical conditions,
landscapes with the varied features of north, east, south, and west, and mountains and rivers rich in
fauna and flora’. Such excellent geographical conditions have produced many natural scenic spots.

The rich and precious cultural and natural heritages left by China’s long history benefit both
the Chinese nation and the rest of the world. In 1985, China acceded to the Convention Concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritages, also known the World Heritage
Convention. From 1987 through 1998, 21 sites in China entered the World Heritage List.

Three of the world heritage sites in China are natural sites: the Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic
Interest Area, the Jiuzhaigou Valley Scenic and Historic Interest Area, and the Huanglong Scenic
and Historic Interest Area. There are also three mixed cultural and natural sites; Mount Taishan,
Mount Huangshan, and Mount Emei and the Leshan Giant Buddha.

Notes:

1. complex HER“HE BEHE". FrLL “ancient architectural complexes” ] %4 “ Ay &M
B

2. fauna and flora fauna BUEXE R “SaEE" , flora R“HYEE" , B G REX N “SEYD
B,

&< Phrases:
. time-honored culture
. famous mountains and great rivers
. world-renowned attraction

. unearthed cultural relics

1

2

3

4

5. the four great inventions
6. beautiful mountains and clear water

7. the Silk Road

8. famous Buddhist mountains

9. the cradle of Chinese civilization

10. the earliest legendary rulers and emperors
11. the four Taoist holy places

12. China folk culture villages

13. the Warring States Period

14. inscription on oracle bones

15. bronze ware

4
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16. traditional Chinese paintings

17. tourist resources

18. summer resort

19. landscape of lakes and hills

r Sentences :

1. The Splendid China in Shenzhen takes you into the history of China in one step and enables you to
tour the whole China in one day.

. “What a pleasure it is to have a friend from afar!”

. “The benevolent love mountains and the knowledgeable love waters. ’

. A Chinese saying goes like this, “You are not a true man until you get to the Great Wall. ”

[V I RO ]

. The landscape and numerous historical sites of Mount Tai have inspired many great works of
ancient writers and calligraphers, and have long been the preferred gathering place of artists and
poets.

6. Mount Tai is most famous for its spectacular sunrise and sunset.

7. Looking around in the distance from the top of the mountain, you will enjoy with involuntary

admiration beyond mountains and scenery beyond scenery.

8. The Great Wall crosses a series of mountains and gullies, stretching more than 6,000 kilometers.

9. The section at Badaling is typical in the structure of the Great Wall. It is 7.8 meters high on an

average, 6.6 meters wide on the top.

10. The Shanghai Museum displays over 5,000 pieces of the finest ceramics from the Neolithic times

to the end of the Qing Dynasty.

11. The Ming Tombs were the place where most of the Ming Emperors chose to be buried. It’s a

place with hills on three sides and water on another.

12. The Summer Palace is known as the place where all the royal family stayed during summer to

avoid the heat.

13. The most important building in the Temple of Heaven is Qi Niandian, where the emperor would

go and pray for better harvests and to seek Heaven's blessing for the coming year.

14. The Great Wild Goose Pagoda was built at the suggestion of the famous Tang monk, Xuan

Zhuang to store those valuable Buddhist scriptures.

Chinese New Year: Tradition in Change

5
Chinese Lunar New Year, or the Spring Festival, has always been a time of joy and happiness,
and a time of family reunion, fine cuisine, new clothes, a sleepless night with carnivals. Yet
something has been changing in all these.
When the Spring Festival comes, millions of people are going home to join their family, and
millions of others want to go sightseeing on the holiday.
It is reported that 6 million people travel by air during the festival, with a ridership’ of 1. 45

billion for buses, 30 million by water and 128 million by railways.
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For the Chinese people, a big table of food in the house with a big family sitting around on the
eve of the Spring Festival is what family reunion means. Yet, today more and more families are
having their new year eve dinner in hotels. In Shanghai, one of China’s largest cities, it is
estimated that at least 100,000 residents had their dinner in hotels in the last couple of days.

Jiaozi, or dumpling, is what turkey means for Westerners on the eve of Christmas. Yet even for
those who choose to have their dinner at home, they seem to have abandoned the pure joy of making
Jiaozi by themselves.

Fireworks are another must on the eve of the Spring Festival. But most of the major cities have
banned fireworks for safety and noise pollution concern. As a compromise, authorities in many cities
have arranged for fireworks shows in public squares. In Beijing, hotels in the suburb have attracted
many customers, because fireworks are allowed there.

The first and most important thing to do on the first day of the Spring Festival is saying hello to
elders in the families, relatives and friends. But today more and more people are using new media to
send their blessing. In Beijing, the telephone bureau connected more than 2 million long-distance

+calls from 8 ;00 pm February 4 to the wee hours next morning.

In northeast China’ s Shenyang City, sending your blessing message on friends’ pagers is a new
fashion this year. The city of 4.8 million people is said to have more than 1 million pagers’.

Apparently, sending cards in the post office is no more in vogue. A group of pupils in Beijing
have in a public letter called for the use of more electronic cards on the Internet to save forest.

A new dress for everyone before the Spring Festival used to be a must task for housewives. This
year, ladies in Beijing have a new fashion: wadded jackets in traditional Chinese style’.

A new must on city dwellers’ buying lists before the New Year is fresh flowers. Officials at the

" Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport in south China said they are sending 40 tons of flowers every

day to other cities.

Notes: -

1. ridership TG H FEK

2. pager {5

3. wadded jackets in traditional Chinese style aEnw b oS
&< Phrases:

1. the Water Sprinkling Festival of the Thais

2. the Torch Festival

3. the Lantern Festival

4. the Mid-Autumn Festival

5. the Dragon Boat Festival

6. the Spring Excursion Festival / the Pure Brightness Day
7. Thanksgiving Day

6
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8.
9.

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Easter

the Valentine' s Day

Halloween

a pyramid-shaped dumpling made of glutinous rice wrapped in bamboo or reed leaves
sweet dumplings with assorted nuts

moon cakes

the Dragon Dance

Spring Couplets

descendants of the dragon

New Year pictures

scroll of calligraphy and painting

> Sentences:

1

8.
9.
10

11.

12.
13.

. The Huashan ( Flowery Mountain) Festival is a celebration for the Miao people, who sing and

dance to their hearts’ content, accompanied by their traditional instrument lusheng (a reed

pipe) .

. The traditional festivals are no longer just windows of traditional cultures. They also serve to

promote economy , tourism and understanding between people.

. The roundness of the cake symbolizes unity and reunion of the family, mellowness and harmony of

family life.

. At the Mongol Nadam Fair, there is wrestling, archery and horse racing. Tourists can also travel

over the vast and beautiful grasslands, live in the Mongolian yurts and taste special Mongolian
foods.

_ Tibetans like to sit comfortably on the ground, drink buttered tea and enjoy watching Tibetan

opera at Xodon Festival.

. Other popular things during the Spring Festival are the widely popular yangge folk dance, walking

and performing on stilts, the lion dance, dramas, operas, the land boat dance, etc.

. People like to decorate their rooms with New Year pictures and their windows with paper-cuts,

adding more festive atmosphere.

A New Year to Take in Surplus Fortune. A Fine Festival to Call in Eternal Spring.

“Looking up, I see the bright moon. Hanging down my head, I feel nostalgic. ”

. Zigong Lantern Festival, which originated from the Tang and Song Dynasties, has stepped out
not only into domestic cities but also to the outside world, enjoying high reputation both at home
and abroad.

The exhibition of various and multi-color lanterns in hundreds of shapes on the night of the
Lantern Festival attracts many spectators.

In ancient Chinese lexicons, the character nian (4F) meant “bumper harvest”.

Amidst the sound of firecrackers, the year is out.

14. The most accepted explanation of the Dragon Boat Festival’ s origin is that it commemorates Qu

7
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Yuan, a patriotic poet in the State of Chu during the Warring States Period.

15. People eat Yuan Xiao (JTE) as a symbol of family reunion and a sweet life during the Spring
Festival.

Passage 3 Australia

Australia is a young nation in an ancient land, a land of contrast, with vast distances and
extremes of climate, a land of sunshine and changing topography and home for more than
18,000,000 people.

Australia has a land area' of 7, 682,300 square kilometers and its coastline is 36, 735
kilometers long. It is the world” s driest inhabited continent and the world” s smallest continent and
largest island. Vast areas are arid or semi-desert, and virtually uninhabited. There are rain forests
and vast plains in the north, snow fields in the southeast, desert in the center and fertile croplands
in the east, south and southwest. Much of the country lies in the tropics.

When the first Europeans settled in Australia in 1788, they found a land of unlike any they had
known before. The flat, dry continent challenged them with its harsh landscape, where its original
inhabitants, the Aboriginals’, had survived for more than 40,000 years. Today there are about 3,
000,000 Aboriginals. Their culture and society suffered severe disruption when Europeans arrived,
but their tradition has survived and are re-emerging.

Australia is one of the most urbanized countries in the world, with about 70 percent of the
population living in the 10 largest cities. It is a multicultural society with about a quarter of the
population foreign born’. Most of the population is in the southeastern corner and only 15 percent of
Australians live in rural areas. lts development represents the man’ s triumph over remoteness and a
harsh landscape.

Many of its world-renowned aitractions are specific, such as the Great Barrier Reef, Ayer’s
Rock, Kakadu National Park, and Sydney Opera House. Others are general, such as its thousands
of kilometers of superb beaches and large skiing resorts.

Tourism is the main industry in Australia, representing about 5 percent of the gross domestic
product and providing, directly or indirectly, around 440,000 jobs. More than 2 million tourists
visit Australia each year, spending about $ 4,000 million. It’s worth mentioning that the number
of tourists from China is on the rise in recent years.

Official tourists offices are in all Australia capitals and some regional centers®, providing a
range of services for visitors. Many smaller towns have their own offices. A wide range of hotel,
motel and apartment accommodation is available in most cities, major resorts and many rural areas.

There are also camping parks, many with on site caravans or cabins.
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Notes .

1. Australia has a land area of 7,682,300 square kilometers a land area A G IERBE K
FIE AR ST L, R A4 B ik R BN i AR E %,

2. Aboriginal HFEHKE , LIHBEMILFA

3. with about a quarter of the population foreign born XEENEN AR HE ASER
AHTMRER,

4. Official tourist offices are in all Australian capitals and some regional centers /i) H1 ]
capitals 45 Y /& MK FI) 7 4 M 9 & )iF . Regional centers A] LLFEMIFT, 7T LAFRARSLAEEL
FEAT OB T FAE R T LT

%< Phrases:

. cultural diversity

. amusement park

. hature reserves

. natural splendor

. tropical and temperate climate

. an astonishing variety of environments
. outbound visit

. the Egyptian Pyramid

NoBN- IS e Y A

. the Panama Canal
10. the Catholic Church
. the Eiffel Tower

. the Arc of Triumph

_— e
W N =

. London’ s Tower Bridge

,._.
~

. The Leaning Tower of Pisa

—
L

. various ethnic food

—
(=)}

. western etiquette

. the Marco Polo’ s Travels

—
oo~

. the four great civilizations of the world

r= Sentences:
1. Thanks to the means of modern transportation and communication, the world is getting smaller and
smaller. The whole world community appears to be no more than a large global village.
2. January 26, the date of the first European settlement of the continent in 1788, is Australia’ s
national day.
3. The official language of Australia is English, by usage, not by law. Although Australian English
9
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has its own colloquialisms and slang expressions, it does not differ importantly from other forms of
English, except in accent.

4. The castle, the very best in Europe, has history dating back to the ancient Roman times.

5. Travel is a best way of soothing the physical body and cleansing the human soul.

6. The America’ s capital, Washington D. C. , was laid out by a famous French architect late in the

18th century. It is a lcading cultural center and a center of world affaires.
7. New York is called “paradise for adventurers”. It is the financial and trade center of the United
States.

8. Los Angeles is the world’ s largest metropolitan area, where we can find the largest China town in
America.

9. Philadelphia is important in American history, because the Declaration of Independence and the
Federal Constitution were made there.

10. Britain’ s railroutes are among the densest and most heavily used in the world. London is the
most important railway center.

11. The largest airport in Britain is Heathrow Airport in London, which is one of the world’ s busiest
airport. More than half of the international flights to or from Britain arrive or depart from this
alrport.

12. The United States faces the Atlantic on the east and the Pacific on the west.

13. Australians are avid sports enthusiasts. Hot summer and sandy beaches make swimming the
nation”’ s favorite pastime.

14. Australia is an island continent, which is as big as the United States without Alaska, and as big

as Western Europe.

Famous Tourist Cities in China

When we say “tourist cities” ,we mean that these spots are the most attractive in China to the
overseas tourists, not necessarily the largest cities in China. Each of these cities has its own special
features, as the following will show:

Beijing  As the capital of the People’s Republic of China, and also the capital of China
during Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, Beijing is known for its many historical sites. The Great
Wall, first built during the Qin Dynasties (221-207 B. C. ), is listed as one of the Seven Wonders
of the World.

The Forbidden City, the residence and offices of emperors under the Ming and Qing dynasties,
is the largest royal palace in the world, while Tian’ anmen Square is the largest public square in the
world. After a half-day tour of the Forbidden City and the square, visitors can go to the Summer
Palace, the most famous royal gardens in China, where the emperors of the Qing Dynasty spent their
summer months.

Tourists must also be careful not to miss the Beijing Duck dinner. Cooked using a traditional

recipe, Beijing Duck is quite delicious and a big hit with nearly all foreign tourists. The Duck

10



