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A Before Reading

1 How many planets are there in the Solar System?
2 Is the Sun or the Earth at the centre of the Solar System ?

e

3 Do you think the Moon is a planet ? Why or why not !

My Notes:
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The Story of Our Solar System

For thousands of years, we have looked up at the stars. The stars
are beautiful. They fill the night sky with light. But what are
they? :

For a long time, we have not only looked up at the stars, but
have tried to understand them, so as to better know where we
live.

Our story begins in Greece, two and a half thousand years
ago. At that time, a group of scientists were trying to draw a very
special map. It was to be a map of everything, 2 map of the

Universe.

The Map Makers

The Greek scientists, while trying to draw their map, saw some-
thing strange when they looked up at the stars. The scientists
realized that nearly all the stars form an unchanging pattern.
However, five stars are different. They move noticeably across
this pattern and some of them are very bright. They are actually
planets, and not stars at all.

The Greeks eventually finished drawing their map of the sky,
a map of everything. They called it a Map of the Universe.

Ptolemy’s Universe

A man called Ptolemy made this map. Ptolemy was a Greek



The Heavens

A map of Ptolemy’s Universe

scientist who studied the stars. He was an astronomer, a scientist
who studies objects in the sky. He believed that the Earth was at
the centre of the Universe. Everyone believed this; it seemed
obvious. Look at the sky. The Sun and the Moon move, not the
Earth. According to Ptolemy, beyond the planets were the stars,
and beyond the stars were heaven and hell. The Map of the Uni-
verse was a map of everything: the stars, the planets, the Sun, the
Moon and the Earth.

Everyone believed this map was right, but it was not. Today
we have a different map of the Solar System. There are three

more planets and the Sun is at the centre of the Solar System.
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