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A SET OF TREASURABLE
HISTORICAL RECORDS

— Foreword to China’s Urban Reform Serigs

Ma Zhongyang

The Chinese people have, aver the years, heen whaleheartedly engagad in scoring new achievements v her moderni-
zation programme. In 1984, for example, cutstanding results were achieved on atl fronts of the nation: the g-oss output
value of industry and agriculture exceeded 1,000 trllion RMB yuan, a rise of 14.2% over 1983; the total output value of
agriculture rose by 14.5%, light industry by 13.8%, and heavy industry by 14.2%; the domestic market was brisk with a
multi-channel commercial network taking thape; foreign econemic relations were further improved; state revenue rose
steadily; and personal earnings by the urban and 1ural people went up substantially, A land of promise | t by the glorious
morning sun, China s now more enticing than ever

At present, millions of the naticn’s masses, «nspired by the decrees of the Central Committee of the C.P.C. con-
cerming the sconorm’e, scientific and technologica' restructuring, are pressing ahead vigorously The rising trend of events
is bearirg out well the Party and nat en’s strategic decisions and makes one more than confident and ready to plunge
unflinchingly into the splendid cause of the engoing refarm.

In recent years, a series of policies have been made with a view to realizing the socnahst modern zation in China.
Due to the implementation of these policies, the nation’s economy has seen a new phase of cantinual, steady, and well-
proportioned growth. The policies of opening to the outside wend ano foosening government grips domestically, in
particular, have become the key tink n China's overall economic restructuring. These policies, as was recently pointed
out by Comrade Deng Xisoping. are the height of might of the pelicies for the realizing of the socialist modernization
programme, far they prov de indispensable backirg for the growth of social productive forces. He has aiso made 1t clear
that the refarm which is taking piace in China and the two open policies are both irreversible. We shall not waver. Qur
guiding principle is not to retreat from the open policy but to carry 11 still further, probably sven cn a larger scale in the
future, The open policy has been well proved to be a socialist policy cor-ect in its entirety. And practices wi | continue
to confirm its strategic role and its mignty effect in the theary and practice of the shaping of a Chinese-style socialism.

China's economic restructunng has been focusing on her ¢ ties, Such urban reforms have, in essence, identified them-
selves with the open policy. 1n the wake of the four special economic zones of Shenzhen, Znuhal, Xiamen and Shantou,
China has opened fourteen coastal cities plus Hainan [sland. In fact, the cities on the country’s coast together with
the capital and a targe number of other major inland cities will all be engaged in impiementing the above-mentioned two
open pel cies.

This China’s Urban Reform Series faithfully records what the pioneering cities have achieved and will achieve 1n
pursuing the group of policies of reform, opening and activation economy. It also tells the reader how historical advance-
ment has been made in the nation’s urban ezonomic restructuring. In addition, nne will be able to learn from this Series
how China goes about a socialist cause of her own distinctive style and paves he own way towards socialist modernizat-
ion in line with her actual conditions.

The decisions regarding the compilation and publication of this Series were made after repeated deliberations and
consultations. In terms of selection priority has been given 10 the open coastal cities as weli as those trat have fared to
the fore in the reforms, To each city one volume is devoted - and these separate volumes in the Series are to come out
in succession. Each one of the picture albums presents the new achievements, measures, the new events and trends
related to the improving of the well-being, material and otherwise, of the people of the refevant city and her subsidiary
counties in recent years, Each album, then, isunique in 1ts own right.

The Series incorparates both phatographic and written inaterials, and 1s printed 2!l in colours in twelve mo. The
written texts including the captions are set in both Chinese and English. An integration of appropriateness, variety, and
artistry has been sought after in producing hoth the photos and the texts, so that cach album may be a work of artand
a joy to the reader.

The publication of this Series will, we believe, be welcomed by readers in China and overseas. As a coliection of
great commemorative interest, this China’s Urpban Reform Series will be read as a set of treasurable historical records;
it will be pondered aver and dearly cherished.

March 29, 1985.
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Tangshan Forges Ahead

Preface 1o Tangshan Reborn
Xing Chongzhi

What is Tangshan like today after it was destroyed in the world-shaking earthquake on July 28, 19767 Read the
magnificent album Tangshan Reborn and you witl see that in the disaster-stricken Tangshan there are now neat rows of
tall new buildings, guiet street gardens where red flowers bloom among green feaves, traffic and pedestrians pouring
down the intersecting streets, humming factories, busy shaps, houses of grey bricks and red tles, farms laden with
hatvest, thousands of hectares of verdant tields awakening to spring.... They speak eloquently of the historic change
brought about by the people of Tangshan in their struggle against natural disaster with the concern of the Party and
government,

As legend says, fairyland in this world is to be found only in Penglai. But the Penglai fairyiand 1s anly an illusion.
The beautiful new city of Tangshan, however is a solid crystallization of man’s will. The violent friction of the continen-
tal plates di¢t not submerge the mountains and plains, The trend of the times for refarm,opening to the outside world and
in invigorating the domestic economy has inspired the people of Hebei who have been through many vicissitudes of time
The six million piople of Tangshan have resolved to rebuild their homes and lay out a beautiful tomorrow with their own
lakour and wisdom.

Tangshan has rich natural resources and a solid industrial and agricultural foundation. {tsdevelopment and prosperity
are strategically very important to the economic construction of Hebei Province and even 1o the whote country.

Forge ahead, Tangshan, the golden phoenix that has taken wing again from the ashes of fire and ruins.
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Liu Shanxiang — secretary of the Tangshan
municipal Party commnittes
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Talented people all over the world are invited
to 1ake part in the development of Tangshan

Liu Shanxiang
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Speak to Friends Both in Country and Abroad
Zhang Jingcheng

Tangshan on the eastern seaborad of Hebel Province is a city of heavy industry having a long history. With the
lofty Yanshan Mountains in its north and the boundless Bohai Sea in its south, it forms a triangle with the cities of
Btejing and Tianjin.

Tangshan, together with the ten counties under its jurisdiction, covers an area of over 13,400 square kilometres and
has a population of 8,150,000. With its abundant natural resources and convenient transportation facilities, it has
great potentials for economic development, Tangshan is known as the “northern city of coal,”” "*northern centre of
porcglain” and ‘‘cradle of modern Chinese industry”; it also has long enjoyed fame as the “‘granary of eastern Hebei,”

The violent earthquake that occurred on July 28, 1976 caused destructive damages in Tangshan. But with the
powerful support from people of the whole country and after ten years of hard struggle of the people of the city, Tang-
shan has risen from the ruins and made tremendous new progress along the road of reform, opening to the outside
world and invigorating the domestic economy. in 1986, the city's total industrial and agricultural output value reached
8.63 billion yuan, an increase of 130.7 percent over the figure of 1975, before the earthquake. This included & consider-
able growth in the output of coal, electricity, steel products, cement, pottery and parcelain.

Today, the reborn Tangshan is heading vigorously for the grand objective of all-round development. We shall con-
tinue to intreduce advanced technology on a large scale from other parts of China and from abroad and draw on all
successful experience in administration. We warmly welcome the other parts of the country and friendly personages
from overseas to invest, set up factories and give their cooperation, so that we shall be able to build Tangshan intc a

sacialist modern new city in the shortest possible time.
1)
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In the eyes of the world, Tangshan is a broken peart.

At 3:42 am. on July 28, 1978, Tangshan was conculsed
by a witch of the earth and in a great flash of light and was
instantly reduced to ruins. Fareign reports compared it to
Pompeii. "'Tangshan has disappeared from the face of the
earth.”

Over 1 mtlion people bied, suffocated and wailed under
the rubble waiting for the final execution of destiny’s per-
verse sentence.

The earthquake registered a 7.8 on the Richter Scale, its
epicentre intensity was 11, the focus depth of the quake
was 11 km. The toll was 243,768 people dead and 164,831
people seriously injured.

However, in the long river of human history, the currents
of survival and of natural catastrophe are always in fierce

struggle. In this struggle Tangshan has begun a moving
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episode with Chinese characteristics: an instant vs a decade.

Row upon row of makeshift sheds sprang up, mud-
smeared hands wielding tools and striving for life; giraffe-
like cranes working in a group.

The struggle continued for 3,650 days and nights.

A modern, colourful new city with a forest of high-
rise buildings has eventually grown. Ten vears after the
quake, Tangshan appears as a hero in China.

Look, the majestic monument to the quake is looking
up at the sky and down at the ground. It makes a statement
that moves people to tears. Is it looking forward to the
future, or singing the praises of the past?

Tangshan is not Pompeii. Pompeii was destroyed for
good. Tangshan has been revived.

Encountering the new city of Tangshan which has an
external significance, please give it a deep thought, friends!



