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PREFACE

The publication of Chiou-sen Chen’s HOW TO USE
ACADEMIC LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES is
timely and long overdue. As a group of professionals, Chinese
American librarians are keenly aware of library/informational
needs of foreign students studying in the U.S., in particular,
those from China. For many of us who came to the U.S.
as foreign students in the 1950s or 60s, if we had such a
book to prepare us for our new academic experience, we
would have had an easier time adjusting to our environment.

Although China has a library tradition dating back to the
6th century B.C., as far as modern library movements go,
China remains a less developed country. In an information-
oriented society like the US., open and free access to the
library and information is considered a basic right. In China,
however, knowledge and information have been, by tra-
dition, kept as the property of the educated few. Access to
the library and information were guarded privileges. College
libraries in China, due to various factors and circumstances,
have not developed rapidly enough to keep up with the
demands of modern teaching. Emphasis on instruction re-
mains focused on a few assigned textbooks and not on the
full utilization of research facilities in the library. Coming
from such a relatively restricted library environment, Chinese
students in the U.S. generally find it difficult to realize the
intellectual freedom enjoyed by the United States libraries.

Because of the foregoing, the majority of foreign students
remain in the dark as to the extent of library services availa-
ble to them. It is particularly difficuit for Chinese students
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to understand some of the major convictions on which U.S.
library services are based. The Library Bill of Rights adopted
by the American Library Association in 1948 and amended
in 1961 reads:

1. As a responsibility of library service, books and other
reading matter selected should be chosen for values of in-
terest, information and enlightment of all the people of the
community. In no case should any book be excluded because
of the race or nationality or the political or religious views of
the writer.

2. There should be the fullest practical provision of
material presenting all points of view concerning the pro-
blems and issues of our times, international, national, and
local; and books of other reading matter of sound factual
authority should be not proscribed or removed from library
shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

3. Censorship of books, urged or practiced by volunteer
arbiters of morals or political opinion or by organizations
that would establish a coercive concept of Americanism,
must be challenged by librarians in maintenance of their
responsibility to provide publi¢ information and enlighten-
ment through the printed word . . .

4, The rignts of an individual to the use of a library
should not be denied or abridged because of his race, reli-
gion, national origin or political views . ..

As a firm believer in bibliographic instruction and library
service programs, I share Chiou-sen’s enthusiasm in extending
library information to those much in need of these services,
that is, foreign students from China. According to the
statistics released in the Open Doors: 1985/86, Report on
International Educational Exchange, published by the
Institute of International Education in New York, Taiwan
leads in all places of origin with 23,770 students in the U.S.
in 1985/86. The Chinese mainland leads with the largest
percentage increase over 1984/85 (38.4%) with an increment



— Preface v

of 3,880 in 1985/86. If those from Hong Kong were to be
added to this group, the student enrollment from the Chinese
mainland, Taiwan and Hong Kong totals 48,460 in 1985/86.
The total foreign students enrollment in 1985/86 is 343,777,
which accounts to approximately 3 percent of the total
number of the United States student population. Some may
consider this number not very large, however, the long term
impact of these students may be great, Foreign students, in
particular, are tied to the development of the respective
countries from which they originally came and they forge the

future of the world.
Since its founding in 1973, the Chinese American Librar-

jans Association’s mission has been a strong commitment to
academic and educational services by bringing together two
different cuitures, Chinese and American. It is my pleasure
and privilege, as President of the CALA 1986/87, to intro-
duce this volume prepared by Chiou-sen Chen, a long-time
friend, Rutgers colleague, and a dedicated member of the
Chinese American Librarians Association. [ am sure that
users of this book will derive much benefit from its pages.

As this volume approaches its realization, I would like to
thank the Joint Publishing Company of Hong Kong for their
initial interest in and eventually undertaking the publication
of this book.

Marjorie H. Li,

President Chinese American
Librarians Association, U.S.A.
January §, 1987
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