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<foreword,,

: There is a long history of learning English in China. | had studied English for
| eight years before | came to the USA, and although six years out of the eight I
" learnt from American and Canadian teachers | still found it difficult to under—ﬁ
* stand the professors when | came to the USA From this, | drew several conclu—ﬁ
sions: First, the English taught in China was mainly British Engilsh and American
" spoken English was not the mainstream. Secondly, the textbooks were unable:
to keep up with popular American English. Introducing American teachers was a“fi
" big help, but American teachers do not know the exact needs of Chinese stu
dents who face American culture. What was being taught might not be really;
useful in real life. Thirdly, the current English text included various contents, “
which cannot be learnt quickly and used skillfully, and might not be really need- ;
ed. Fourthly, the students were too busy to study for TOEFL and GRE exams, |
but the words needed for these tests were not everyday English.
i The sole purpose of learning English is to use it in real life, not to pass tests. f},;
ThlS book is to help students to learn everyday English in real life. Most Chmesef‘"
students cannot effectively speak English. The primary problem is that they lirnit;
" their learning to traditional textbooks. In real life, the way of speaking and thefl
words used are quite different, oftentimes easier than in the textbooks. But we’x
5|mply don’t know. This book is to teach you the easy way to talk in Engllsh
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* “It’s up to you.” or “Your choice.”
: When you first go abroad, everything




examples of each case.

| have been in the USA for seventeen years now. | have written this book
pased on my experience here. | want to keep the book current, practical and
oncise. The readers of this book should be high school students, university
tudents, graduate students, employees of foreign enterprises or joint ven—

before, you can speak and understand basic everyday English in one month by
reading this book. It is a quick way to learn certain aspects of spoken English.
The included record is pure American English. Pronunciation is most im—
- ortant when you start to learn spoken English. American accent training is also
added at the end of each chapter. The readers should balance listening and
peaking, which can compliment each other. The book will become a good
riend of yours in learning spoken English.
\ The dialogue examples in this book are mostly from my personal experi—
Reading this book is like living in the USA for many years. You are not
. Iearnmg English, but also learning of my many years’ experience. Enjoy
your reading as you travel in the USA with me in this book with all the feelings I

ad. Most importantly of all, after reading this book, you will be able to speak
Iuent American spoken English!

Dan Zhao
Detroit, USA, 2003
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Chapter 1 Preparing to Study Abroad

To prepare for studying abroad is probably the first
time we use spoken English for real purposes. You
need to apply for schools, contact schools and professors,
apply for a visa, buy airplane tickets, find out how to
get to where you want to go, and finally get there. It
is an exciting experience. Appropriately spoken English
can get you there faster.
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Applying for American Schools

YR

':_“a Dialogue 1

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:

Amy:

Amy:

Mary:

Mary:

Hello, Mary. I’ ve made up my mind to go to the U.S. for my graduate studies.
Really? How nice! Have you applied to any school?

Not yet. | was going to ask you. Which school is good in Mechanical Engineering?
Oh, quite a few. MIT, Stanford, UC Berkeley, CMU, Comell. | think you should
apply for a few good schools and also a few average schools. Your chance of
getting in would be greater.

Right. | plan to apply for three top schools, three average schools, and a couple
of not so good ones. What is the pros and cons of applying to different schools?
Good schools have more assistantships. If you can get in, the chance of getting
financial aid is greater. However, the competition is hot. The average schools are
easier to get in, but they may not have many assistantships.

| do need some financial aid. | am not rich, and my folks aren’ t either.

Then try the good ones. You may want to apply for five good schools instead of
three. Have you taken TOEFL and GRE?

Not yet. | will talk to you tomorrow about it. Thanks a Iot.

You are weicome. Talk to me anytime.

Sure. Byel See you tomorrow!

LK. 195, Hm, BREEEESRARES .
B ReY? KBS BEERITEE?
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@Dialogue 2
Mary: Hi, Amy.
Amy: Hi, Mary. | was just looking for you.
Mary: What’ s up?
Amy: Which semester should | apply for the schools?

Mary:

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:

Mary:

Amy:
Mary

Usually, American schools start in the Fall, about the end of August. You can ap-
ply for the Spring semester as well, but your chance of getting financial aids is
lower.

For the Fall semester, when should | send the application materials?

All the application materials should arrive at the schools before the end of Febru-
ary to make sure you get full attention. You’ d better start early since it takes 10
days for letters to get there.

| got the forms for taking TOEFL and GRE. When do you think | should take
them?

It takes a month for the score to get to schools, so you’ d better take them be-
fore the end of this year if you apply for the Fall of next year.

I’ m going to apply for ten schools. It will cost me a fortune to send the scores to
every school.

Tell me about it! Plus the application fees, $20 to $50 for each school. Good luck!
I have my fingers crossed. f
: Right. Hope for the best. Prepare for the worst.
BiN: ]G, X4
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Bm: 2, BRGER, BRifTE,

B Notes 1T

Applying for American schools usually starts by contacting the schools to get application
forms.  You need to find the mailing addresses of the schools and write to them 1o get the
forms. The schools require application forms for admission and financial aid, recommendation
"|lefters from professors, your grades from college or high school in English, TOEFL and GRE
scores, as well as application fees. Apply early in case you need more documents.
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Related Words and Expressions %5 %R TiEE

1. make up one’s mind: z‘;kg;,,_‘:_; = e

2. graduate swdies: sswA, 00
3. quite a few. &, o
A What's up? 4 %7 ELM1

5. Tel meabot Ry sicEmy ‘

6. keep one's fingers crossed: ik, K8 K.

7. 905 and cons: WABHK.
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Contacting American Schools

AIXEEZRKEZR

Dialogue 1
Mary: Hello, Amy, how are your applications for schools coming?
Amy: Not so good.
Mary: What happened?
Amy: | haven’t heard from the schools for ages.
Mary: Call them, or send e-mails.
Amy: | tried e-mails, but that didn’t work. | shouid give them a call.
Mary: Yeah, make sure they have your materials.
Amy: Should | call the admission office or the professor?

Mary: Try both.
Amy: Okay,| will. Thanks.
Mary: You bet.
Bim: RS, K, FRERBEAET?
K. R,
- Bm. IHAe
E®x WK, —EREHREE,

B. FIBIEH5MI], HERBFHH.

LXK REIBFM, RO REZIIBE,
Bim: Wo WISHEIIBEIREIRERRT .
WK MZBRENAEREHIR?

B &

K. B, RHKT. B,

Bim: f8%.

= Dialogue 2
(Telephone conversation 88iFNE)
Secretary: Hello, Admission Office, this is Julie.
Amy: Hi, this is Amy Zhao. | applied for your graduate school for this Fall. Just want
to make sure you have everything you need.
Secretary: Could you spell your name please?
Amy: Sure. My last name is Zhao, spelled Z as in Zebra, H as in Henry, A as in

o 68 & @b




