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Berlin's development since the fall of the Berlin wall has
been characterised by a state of upheaval on two counts.
For one, the city’s division was overcome and two halves
with very different »biographies« began to merge into one
once more. On the other, the formerly separate city halves
forfeited their island and special status. — To build in Ber-
lin always also involves concerning oneself with the city’s
architectural history and the history of destruction caused
by war and reconstruction, Today, many buildings are un-
der construction in the city centre at locations where sites
lay vacant for decades. The reunited Berlin offers plenty of
room for new ideas and projects. Few cities can have taken
more construction projects forward in such a short time in
recent decades as Berlin, and this process has still not been
completed. — The projects assembled in this book are a
clear indication that Berlin is continuing to build. The signs
start in the area around Ostbahnhof station and extend
westward via Alexanderplatz to the Tiergarten area and
ending in the City West and trade fair areas and, finally, at
the Olympic Stadium. — A large number of investors are
committing themselves in Berlin because they are keen to
help design the city's future. Each of the new buildings
makes its mark on the city in its own way while at the
same time strengthening Berlin as a commercial and in-
dustrial location. Berlin needs investors and enterprises to
take the city forward as users of new buildings. The projects
presented in this book are thus signals for the city’s future.
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The foundation council of the Stiftung PreuBischer
Kulturbesitz (Prussian Cultural Property Foundation) dis-
missed the then current plan for the Museumsinsel in June
of 1999. The plan foresees the reconstruction and
modernisation of the world famous ensembles that since
1830 had been developing in the heart of the city. A period
of 10 to 15 years is suggested for the realisation of this
project. The aspired presentation, which embraces the en-
tire collection, establishes connections between the Altes
Museum, Neues Museum, Pergamon- and Bodemuseum.
Historically as well these four build-ings were connected,
even if in an inadequate fashion, for today's needs. — The
main principles of the master plan are: = 1. The buildings
will be treated as single constructions. In this fashion, the
space in-between the buildings acquires special meaning.
— 2. The lower levels of the building will be accessed at
level 0. — 3. The connections will be formed as room
sequences. (»Archaeological Promenade«) = 4. A New en-
trance building at Kupfergraben will embrace the greater
infrastructure and changing exhibit areas. == 5. The sec-
ondary functions will be stored in the Friedrich-Engels-Bar-
racks (Museumshgfe).




