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PREFACE

Words can form barriers as well as

promote understanding —— W . T . McLeod

In the realm of the English language there scems to
be a sort of no-man’s-land where resides the great ma-
jority of those points that perplex our Chinese learners of
English, i.e. the idiomatic uses of certain related words
and expressions in pairs. [t is in connection with these
turns of expression that most of their mistakes are
made; it is in connection with these turns of expression
that there stands in the way something that prevents
them in the early stages from using these proper related
words and expressions in the proper places.

The present work contains, among other features,
a carefully selected list of such related words and expres-
sions typical of contemporary English in both its spoken
and written forms which aims at helping the Chinese
English learners to speak and write correctly and id-
iomatically, and, at the same time, furnishes them with

illustrative examples and adequate explanations of such
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related words and expressions arranged in alphabetic or-
der, for consultation.

In consequence, it is solely with such uses that this
book is concerned; it is for those who wish to acquire a
full mastery of such uses that this book is specially
adapted.

The idiomatic uses of these turns in pairs here dis-
tinguished have become established in the English lan-
guage [rom long and popular usage or {rom historical
tradition. Idiomatic English thus stamped is rarely to be
taken into account by, or explained in, any ordinary
grammer and dictionary. Many words or expressions, as
everyone knows, are used in more or less invariable con-
nection with others. If, for one or other words and ex-
pressions, synonymous words and expressions were sub-
stituted, the text might still be intelligible, but it would
be not English. As the art of literature is quite distinct
from the science of language, it is impossible to classify
such combinations scientifically. The combination of
words and expressions of which they are composed, of-
ten seems purely arbitrary and can seldom be accounted
for. 1t is the idiomatic combinations that make a living
language simple and vigorous; it is only in such idiomat-
ic combinations that the genius and individuality of a liv-
ing language mainly consist.

The collection of these related words and expres-
sions contained in this book lays no claims to being com-
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plete, or original, or exhuastive, but it is believed to be
at least thoroughly trustworthy. And it is sincerely
hoped that this book thus compiled will serve to famil-
iarize our Chinese users with the heart and soul of the

English language and introduce them into that

sanctuary .

editor
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