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Bold Young Men

Exhibition flight, one ol the most glamofous phases of aviation,
started with the very beginning of flight. Flying for entertainment, thrills,
prizes, or for sheer joy is a different dimension of flight than general
aviation, military flying, or test flying.

Much early exhibition flight was connected with ballooning. The
first free balloon ascension of the Montgolfier brothers in Paris was an
exhibition flight. The history of ballooning and dirigible flight is filled
with exhibition flights, including carnival shows, racing, and record
attempts.

Early in 1910 the Wright brothers formed an exhibition team that
made its debut in Indiariapolis. Two of the most famous pilots on this
team were Arch Hoxsey and Ralph Johnstone, The Heaven Twins.
Their daring aerobatic skills thrilled spectators until they were killed
within a month of each other late in 1910.Glenn Curtiss also formed
an exhibition team which included Eugene Ely and Bechwith Havens,
as well as the legendary Lincoln Beachey. The rivalry between the
two teams generated interest throughout the country.

Lincoln Beachey, who had been a dirigible pilot, became the most
famous exhibition flyer of those early years. After training with the Cur-
tiss team, he made his first exhibition tour in early 1911. He soon de-
veloped the techniques that were to make him famous. His complete
lack of fear, coupled with his great flying skill and showman’s talents,
allowed him to things in an airplane that had hitherto been believed
impossible. He was the first American to do a loop and the first to fly
upside down. He often flew in front of the crowd at minimum altitude
with both hands off the controls. He usually concluded his act by per-
forming his death dip, diving vertically from about 5,000 feet, pulling
out at the last possible second and landing right in front of the grand-
stand.

On one occasion, he flew over Niagara Fall, down onto the gorge,
and under the bridge. He also traced his airplane against cars driven
by Barney Oldfield and Eddie Rickenbacker. In one year Beachey per-
formed 1,000 loops before 17 milion people in 126 cities. Beachey
was killed in 1915 when the wings fell from his new monoplane while
he was performing a vertical-S over San Francisco Bay.
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Listening ﬂﬁ-—ﬂﬁ KB 2 mn

DWhat has caused Duke’s heart to beat faster than usual at the time of
lift—off?

2)What did Duke feel in the condition of zero gravily?

DWhere did astronauts have to eat?
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Extreme Sports

Bruce: Daddy! What does it mean by "extreme sports”?

Father: Ok, boy, let me tell you. Extreme sports are nontraditional
sports and activities. They allow and encourage individual
creativity in the innovation of new maneuvers and in the
stylish execution of existing techniques.

Bruce: I heard it is very dangerous, is that true?

Father: Of course it is. They require participants to well combine
excellent athletic skill with pronounced risk. The main
chalienge is imposed by the inherent difficulty of the activity.

Bruce: What is the most important thing for the extreme sports
enthusiasts?

Father: They must know their own physical abilities and understand how
well they can block the natural instinct of fear. Participants
should have experience, and must know what they will do in

an emergency.
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Peter: Hello. I’'m Peter. It looks like you had an accident.

Linda: Oh, Yeah Glad to meet you. I'm Linda. Right at the beginning
of the skiing season.

Peter: That’s too bad. Then, how did you break you arm?

Linda: Wel], I guess you could say I fell off a mountain.

Peter: What happened?

Linda: 1 was in a ski-jumping competition. 1 landed the wrong way
and fell the rest of the way down.

Peter: Wow! How far did you fall?

Linda: I am not sure, but it was far enough to break my arm.

Peter: When can you ski again?

Linda: Probably in about two months. You know, I'm really mad at
myself. Last year I broke my ankle in another ski-jumping
competition.

Peter: Terrible! Why did you enter these contests, anyway?

Linda: Well! For the fun of it, of course. I like risk very much.
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I Like Running Risk

Gary: Come here please, Kevin! Look! There are so many equipments
here. T think there's something for every sport.

Kevin: I'll say! I have never seen so many before. Pretty good Oh,
but there are no parachutes! Have you ever tried parachuting?

Gary: Parachuting? Oh no, I've never done that. How about you?

Kevin: I’ve done that four times.

Gary: You must be joking. When?

Kevin: The summer after 1 got the bachelor degree.

Gary: It must be very thrilling Were you scared?

Kevin: Oh, Yeah I was terrified But to tell you the truth, it was really
exciting.

Gary: Lucky old you! I really admire you have such a chance. What
other things have you tried?

Kevin: I used to go bungee jumping before I fell in love. Have you done
that?

Gary: Lots of time. I still do it every chance I get. I love it. It’s
really fantastic, and I like the feeling of being up and down.
How do you like it?

Kevin: It’s really challenging risk. Only at that time you can believe
that you are a true man.

Gary: By the way, why did you give it up?

Kevin: My girlfriend says I might get hurt.

Gary: But you know, as so popular an extreme sport, bungee jumping
is considered one of the least dangerous activities of the
extreme sports.

Kevin: But my girlfriend allows nothing wrong with me. You are stll
single, aren’t you?

Gary: No. I'm married, but my wife has a very interesting hobby. She
goes sky surfing whenever she can.

Kevin: Wow! She is great! Sky surfing is dangerous because the board
is difficult to control. Sky surfers must concentrate on using
their bodies and the board to avoid spins that can render them
unconsciocus or disoriented during a fall.

Gary: Yes. What she likes is the inherent thrill of the activity.




