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gud nién

1. i 4

mé&i nian de néng i zhéng yué chd yi shi zhong gué rén zui

# % ¥ R B E A — R P B AR
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zhl ¢éng shén me shi hou kai shi  ydu yi zhi jido nian de ydo
% A A 2B TR, AE - R R T K
guai chuding jin le xi&o cin zi ta yi ddo néng i shi ér yué sdn
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dudin k& pd de ri zi le rén men you kai shi chéng xin jian she zi
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The Origin of Chinese New Year

Long ago, people lived happily in a peaceful village. However, on

the last night of one year, a monster called “Nian” (“Year”) wreaked

havoc there. Although the villagers tried their best to get rid of Nian,
they failed and many of them left home instead.

Once Nian rushed into the now-empty village. The last family in
the village was terrified, and Father cried, “Flee! Do not take any-
thing! Nian is coming! " Nevertheless, Mother held unto some items,
including a big copper basin, as she ran. She had too many things, how-
ever, and could not run anymore just as Nian rushed over to their direc-
tion. Father flung Mother’s things unto the floor as they ran for their

”

lives. “Kuang dong! ” went the copper basin.

Father turned around and saw Nian standing next to the basin
looking scared. Terrified, Nian fled the village and did not dare to turn
up again,

Because the family had chased away Nian, villagers who had left
before happily returned. The first thing that everyone said when he or
she saw each other was “Guo Nian Hao!” meaning “Happy New Year”.
This phrase means that they had already passed that terrible period. The
villagers also mimicked the sound of the basins by inventing firecrack-
ers. During Spring Festival, people light firecrackers and “Bai Nian,” or
say, “Guo Nian Hao! ” to each other to insure a peaceful and happy

New Year.
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de kan hu zhe zhé pian tao lin

AP E XA BK,
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k& shi zhé xi&é ydo gudi bu gan xin td men 2dng shi xidng chi
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B2 7= AL £FA B . TRNAH K
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shud ddo

#OE
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