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Preface

AutoCAD 2004 is the latest version of the leading computer aided design software. Its new en-
hanced features will benefit users in all professional areas. This material will provide new fea-
tures introduced to AutoCAD from AutoCAD 2002 to the present AutoCAD 2004,

Course Information

.
e  Foreword

e  Course Objectives
e  Prerequisites

e  Using this Guide

e  Chapter Flow

e New C ommands

o  Key to Conventions

Foreword

Material in this manual will familiarize the experienced AutoCAD 2002 user with the new fea-
tures and improvements introduced in AutoCAD 2004. The courseware includes demonstrations
and hands-on exercises.

Certain topics may require access to networks, or may require hardware and software that are not
available to you.

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, you will be able to

e Describe and effectively use new features, approaches and interface for designing in .
AutoCAD 2004

e  Become familiar with the new AutoCAD platform enhancements

e  Develop an understanding of CAD Standards and tools

¢  Become familiar with the productivity and collaborative tools and usage

e  Understand and apply true color and gradients to enhance presentation drawings
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e Develop a level of comfort and confidence with AutoCAD 2004 through hands-on experi-
ences

Prerequisites

This course is designed for the experienced AutoCAD 2002 user who is directly upgrading to
release 2004

Using thls Guide

The courseware in this guide covers features that are new or improved since AutoCAD 2002.
This does not replace the AutoCAD 2004 Command Reference and User's Guide. It comple-
ments online versions.

Refer to Help to explore new commands and features in greater depth. The goal is to provide an
overview of new commands and features so you can decide what will be most applicable to your
design situation.

Chapter Flow

Introduction and Objectives. Provides an introduction to the chapter theme and states specific
learning objectives for the chapter.

Topics. Each chapter is a collection of topics that together form the theme of the chapter. Each
topxc contams an Introduct.lon Concepts Objectives, Prerequisite and Summary.

Summary Summanzes the chapter

New Commands

Where applicable, each topic contains a section that introduces new commands. This includes
how to navigate to commands using the pull-down menus, command line, and toolbars.

Notes and Tips

‘Throughout this courseware, there are Notes and Tips included for spec1al attention.

Tlp: Tips provide special information that will enhance your productmty within the topic.
Note: Notes can contain information that provides guidelines, constraints, or warnings about
the topic.



Key to Conventions

Text Elements Conventions Examples
Commands and system variables Capitalized text Use the MOVE command.
Text entered at the command Bold font Enter 100, 100 as the insertion

prompt or edit box

File, folder, and directory names

ltalic font

point. In Minutes Between Saves
enter 20.

Open up-ex2-5.dwg.
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Chapter 1

User Interface Enhancements

Chapter Introduction

In this chapter you learn about the palette user interface, and command line, icon notification,

and the Communication Center user interface enhancements.

Palettes are a new user interface concept in AutoCAD 2004. They can be moved anywhere
on the screen, hidden into a single heading bar, viewed transparently, and customized with
your own blocks, hatches, and symbols. AutoCAD provides DesignCenter, Property, and
customizable Tool Palettes.

The user interface improves usability and productivity for all levels of AutoCAD users.
Enhancements to the user interface simplify the viewing of status information and improve
your understanding of various settings.

In this chapter

After completing this chapter, you will be able to

Understand and use the palette functionality of the Properties, DesignCenter, and Tool Pal-
ettes

Understand and use the command line, Communication Center, and Icon Notification user
interface enhancements

Palettes

In this lesson you learn about the palette user interface, how it works, and how to use it. You also
try it by using the new Property Palette, creating a Tool Palettes palette, and working with Des-

ignCenter™ .
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Custom tool palette with 509 transparency

Palettes are a new user interface concept in AutoCAD 2004. They can be moved anywhere on
the screen, hidden into a single heading bar, viewed transparently, and customized with your
own blocks, hatches, and symbols. Three paleties are provided in AutoCAD:

e Tool palette

e  Properties palette

s DesignCenter

Objectives

Upon completion of this lesson, you will learn about
e  Palette functionality

¢ Property palette

*  DesignCenter

e How to work with palettes

Prerequisites

For this lesson, you should have a good working knowledge of AutoCAD, blocks, entity proper-
ties, and symbols libraries.

Scenario

You are an architect in London working on the retrofit of a kitchen into an existing restaurant in
Portugal. The Portuguese architects send you an XTP file of their Tool Palettes so that you can
quickly drag the specialized equipment into the room.



Outline

This lesson includes the following topics:

Palettes

What are Palettes?
Accessing Palettes

Try it: Working with Palettes

Summary

Chapter 1 User Interface Enhancements

What are Palettes?

Palettes are a format of enhanced secondary windows that contain lists for functional input. You

can move and resize palettes, scroll the list of functions to change the data, roll up or pin open

the palettes, and adjust their transparency. AutoCAD has several new palettes, including the
Properties palette, Tool Palettes for Blocks, Hatches and other content. The DesignCenter has
been redesigned to take advantage of some of the new functionality found in palettes.

Properties Palette

The Properties palette has the same capabilities as previous Properties dialogs boxes, combined

with many of the added features of palettes.

Properties palette
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Tool Palettes

Tool Palettes are provided as an additional means for accessing AutoCAD functions such as
blocks or hatch. You can view Tool Palettes as icons, as icons with text, or as a list view. The
icon view provides maximum density display. The icon with text display provides space for the

name, and horizontal spacing is automatic.

Palette views

v |
b
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[m Copy Machine =
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1

Tool Palettes with text view and Auto-hide view.
You can view the Tool Palettes with various degrees of transparency, so that you can see your

drawing while you work with the palette.



