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Portraits of Confucius
Preface

The portraits of Confucius are a collection of well-known
cultural relics preserved in the ancient Confucian Mansion.

‘'The Creation of Confucius'images is one of the important
aspects of China’s art skill. It has a long history and has
produced a great deal of fine works.

As early as in the Western Han Dynasty, Wen Weng, the
Prefect of the Shu Prefecture, specialized in stone works and
carved statues of Confucius in a sitting position. In the Eas-
tern Han Dynasty, while Emperor Huan had a temple devo -
ted to Laozi constructed, he had Confucius’ images painted on
the wall. The people also engraved Confucius‘images on stones
which left us the earliest stone carving of*“ Confucius Vi-
siting Laozi”’, kept in the Wu Family Temple in Jiaxiang Cou-
nty of Shandong.In 178 A.D. when Emperor Ling had the
Hongdumen Academy set up, he ordered the imperial artists
Liu Dan and Yang Lu to paint the Portraits of Confucius
and his 72 disciples. As far as we know, the two artists are
the two earliest professionals who painted Confucius’ portraits.
Since the Wei and Jin Dynasties, the art of paintings has
greatly developed. There emerged a group of talented and
famous painters. Confucius had become their favourite subject.
In both the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties, there were
celebrated personages who took Confucius and his disciples as
their painting subject. Xiao Yi, Emperor Yuan of the Liang
Dynasty, once painted Confucius portrait and personally wro-
te down his own poem in praise of Confucius. Quite a numb-
er of well-known painters of different dynasties had found
themseves taking Confucius as their subject,such as Yan lib -
en, Wu Daozi and Zhou Fang of the Tang Dynasty, Dong
Yuan, wei Xian, Wang Qihan of the Southern Tang, Shi Ke,
Gao Keming, Li Gonglin, Wang Guan, Ma Yuan, and Liang Jie
of the Song, Zhao Mengfu of the Yuan, Wu Wei, Wu Bin of
the Ming and Huang Shen of the Qing.

Confucius‘direct descendants had enjoyed the honour and
privileges of their ancestors and inherited the title of duked-
om for generations. They cared very much for collecting and
preserving the portraits of Confucius. As early as the North-
ern Song Dynasty, there were already many portraits of Con-



fucius in the Confucian Temple. Kong Chuan, the 47th gen -
eration descendant of Confucius, wrote “ Anecdotes of the Fa-
mily 7 in 1134. In the book, he described some portraits of Co-
nfucius meticulously and vividly. It is a pity that the portraits
collected during the Song Dynasty are not handed down to
this day. But because Confucius’descendants had copied and
carved some on the stone, the carvings have provided us wi-
th something to appreciate the collections and the images of

that time.
Now all the stone carvings of Confucius engraved in the

Song Dynasty are kept in the Hall of Tracks and Conducts of
the Sage. It is said that one portrait was painted by Gu Kai
of the Jin Dynasty and was carved on two pieces of stones in
two separate periods, one was ordered to be done by Kong
Luiyou, the 48th Yansheng in 1095, and the other by Kong Yu,
the 49th generation descendant in 1118, It is said that the foll-
owing portraits were painted by Wu Daozi. One was the port-
rait of Confucius sitting by a table while his ten disciples sta-
nding in attendance on both sides. Another was the portrait of
Confucius as the Minister of Justice. The third was Confuc-
ius travelling around to conduct teaching,in which one could
see Confucius cupping one hand in another and with a sword
at his side. These were all carved on stone, one was dated and
the other two were not.

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Confucius’ descedants.
continued the collection. Up to the reign of Emperor Qian Lo-
ng there were eight collections and were all noted down in
the book“Studies on the Documents Collected in Queli”’“Queli
refers to the Campus of Confucian Temple and Mansion) by
Kong Jifen, the 69th generation descendant. After that, the de-
scendants continued the collection. By 1911, the collection amo-
unted to 13 in number.

Among the collection of Confucius’ portraits there are four
pieces of paper works and nine silk ones. Nine pieces of the
above-mentioned portraits were painted during the Ming and
three during the Qing. They have been well preserved except
one. Eleven of them are still kept in Confucian Mansion and
two have been transfered to the Provincial Museum. In order
to provide a full picture of all the portraits of Confucius, the
latter two are also included in this pamphlet. We acknowledge
our thanks to the Provincial Museum for their permission to

include these two.
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