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ABSTRACT

Report on Economic Development in China Minority Region (2015) is an
annual report of “Key Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences in
Southwest University for Nationalities ( Cultivation) , State Ethnic Affairs Com-
mission” . The report is also funded by The National Social Science Fund Project
( Research of some important issues of promoting Socioeconomic Development
in Minority Regions under New Situation ,09&ZD011) , Innovation Team of Si-
chuan Province Education Department( Research of Economic Development in
Minority Area, 14TD0048) , and a Project Funded by the Applied Economics
Program Development of Southwest University for Nationalities.

The Center of West Ethnic Economic Research at Southwest University for
Nationalities( CWEER ) is established at 2006 for the purpose of “serve for mi-
norities, minority regions and national develop strategy” , and accredited as Key
Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences in Southwest University for
Nationalities ( Cultivation ) by State Ethnic Affairs Commission at 2014. CWE-
ER places special emphasis on Scio — economic development issues in minority
areas of China. The main research objectives are the outstanding problems, an-
tinomies and hotspots of socioeconomic development in minority regions. Under
the guidance of Marxism and scientific development, the center concentrates on
the combination of traditional development theory and the special situation of mi-
nority regions. It has established several main research directions such as eco-
nomic and financial development, tourism economy and cultural development,

and so on.
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Report on Economic Development in China Minority Regionwill be an an-
nual production of CWEER, which focuses on the research of the important as-
pects and problems of socioeconomic development in minority regions. The top-
ic of the report this year is “ One Belt And One Roadand Economic Development
of Minority Regions”. The main conclusions of the report are as follows:

Firstly, minority regions are core areas of “one belt and one road”. Inner
Mongolia is the core area of developing China — Mongolia — Russia economic
corridors because of Inner Mongolias proximity to Mongolia and Russia. We
should give full play to the unique advantage of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region as a neighbor of ASEAN countries, build an international corridor open-
ing to the ASEAN region, create new strategic anchors for the opening — up and
development of the southwest and mid — south regions of China, and form an
important gateway connecting the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st — Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road. Guizhou is a key transportation centre for connecting
major sea ports and Southwest China along the Belt and Road. Yunnan is a key
aisle of ancient South Silk Road, the location of Yunnan surrounded by South-
east Asia, South Asia and West Asia. Moreover, Yunnan can also connect the
areas of Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. Tibet is located in the southwest of
China, and it is the open channel which facing South Asia . Qinghai is an impor-
tant bridge and aisle that can not only connect South Silk Road and North Silk
Road, but also can connect China and South Asia. Ningxia has the advantage of
Inland Opening — up Pilot Economic Zone. Xinjiang is a key transportation,
trade, logistics, culture, science and education center, and a core area on the
Silk Road Economic Belt.

Secondly, the Belt and Road Initiative will improve the development envi-
ronment of West China. West China will be the new opening — up frontier and
new growth pole. Minority areas are mainly in West China, so minority areas
may face new opportunity to achieve great — leap — forward development.

The Belt and Road Initiative aims to promote the connectivity of Asian,

o
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European and African continents and their adjacent seas, establish and strengthen
partnerships among the countries along the Belt and Road, which can change the
inland closed location of minority areas. Minority areas will be the key transpor-
tation centre for China’ s opening — up strategy. The improvement of location
situation can increase the value of natural resources in minority areas, which can
change the endowment structure and industry structure.

New opportunity of opening — up and regional economic cooperation. The
Belt and Road Initiative convert the role of minority areas in opening — up from
rear areas to frontier areas, which can promote the open economic development
of minority areas. The Belt and Road Initiative will connect China’s central re-
gion with northwest China including Shanxi, Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghai, and
Xinjiang. Moreover, minority areas can give full play to Inner Mongolias prox-
imity to Mongolia and Russia, Xinjiang$ geographic advantages and its role as a
window of westward opening — up and the advantage of the building of the
Ningxia Inland Opening — up Pilot Economic Zone. 21" — century maritime Silk
Road Initiative will connect developed region of southeast China with southwest
minority areas including Guangxi, Yunnan and Guizhou, which will be the
bridgehead of regional cooperation between China and South Asia and Southeast
Asia, and provide new opportunity for regional cooperation between Tibet and
Nepal.

New opportunity for industry upgrading. The Belt and Road Initiative will
improve the endowment and market potential of minority areas, which attract
factor agglomeration and increase the share of non — agriculture industries. Fac-
tors in minority areas will benefit from industry upgrading and factor agglomera-
tion which can achieve increased return. Moreover, the Green Silk Road Initia-
tive will accelerate the economic transition progress of minority areas. The re-
sources — based cities in minority areas can decrease the excessive dependence on
natural resources, and achieve industry upgrading and a more diversity economic

development pattern.
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New opportunity for transformation of economic development pattern. Mi-
nority areas will achieve better transportation accessibility and fulfill endowment
upgrading by massive transportation infrastructure construction. Through quick-
ening opening — up, market accessible of minority areas will be deepen and wid-
en which can promote the specialization degree of minority areas. The techno-
logic cooperation between minority areas and neighbor countries will promote
technical progress of minority areas. Technical progress and increasing returns to
scale are important for economic development of minority areas, because they
can promote the economic development transition from factor — driven pattern to
efficiency — driven pattern and to innovation — driven.

New opportunity of urbanization and spatial structure optimization. The Ini-
tiative will focus on jointly building a new Eurasian Land Bridge and developing
China — Mongolia — Russia, China — Central Asia — West Asia and China - In-
dochina Peninsula economic corridors. Many minority cities are core cities along
the Belt and Road which will quicken the urbanization progress of minority areas
and fulfill some growth pole in core cities like Wulumuqi, Nanning, Kunming
and Yinchuan. The urban system of minority areas will be a combination system
including key cities and urban agglomeration along the Belt and Road.

Thirdly , minority areas should give full play of the Belt and Road Initiative
to achieve great — leap — forward development.

Minority areas are the key region and difficulty region of building a well —
off society in an all — round way in China. It’s very difficult for minority areas
to build a well — off society in an all — round way like other region of China, so
minority areas must quicken the economic growth to achieve great - leap — for-
ward development. The Belt and Road Initiative provide new opportunity for
minority areas to achieve great — leap — forward development.

Minority areas should cooperate with the countries along the Belt and the
Road, especially with the neighbor countries. The Belt and Road Initiative will

be of great importance in the cooperation between China and neighbor countries.
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As the frequently high — level reciprocal visits, the partnership of China and
neighbor countries is closer in recent . years Enhancing policy coordination is an
important guarantee for implementing the Initiative. We should promote interg-
overnmental cooperation, build a multi — level intergovernmental macro policy
exchange and communication mechanism expands shared interests, enhance mu-
tual political trust, and reach new cooperation consensus. Countries along the
Belt and Road may fully coordinate their economic development strategies and
policies, work out plans and measures for regional cooperation, negotiate to
solve cooperation — related issues, and jointly provide policy support for the im-
plementation of practical cooperation and large — scale projects.

Facilities connectivity is a priority area for implementing the Initiative.
Countries along the Belt and Road should improve the connectivity of their infra-
structure construction. Minority areas are key points and core regions of the Belt
and Road. The transportation infrastructure projections between China and Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Mongolia and Tajikistan are main-
ly through minority areas. The most important and difficult aspect of opening —
up strategy is infrastructure construction. The priority part of infrastructure con-
struction is transportation infrastructure construction. So, we should jointly push
forward the construction of international trunk passageways, and form an infra-
structure network connecting all sub — regions in Asia, and between Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa to let frontier minority areas be the important aisle of China’s o-
pening — up strategy. We should jointly advance the construction of cross — bor-
der optical cables and other communications trunk line networks. We should im-
prove international communications connectivity through the integration of tele-
com network , internet and broadcast network to achieve a full signal cover of
frontier minority areas.

We should push forward port infrastructure construction; quicken the open-
ing — up progress along the frontier to achieve unimpeded trade. The Initiative

will focus on jointly building a new Eurasian Land Bridge and developing China -
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Mongolia — Russia, China — Central Asia — West Asia, China — Indochina Penin-
sula economic corridors, the China — Pakistan Economic Corridor and the Ban-
gladesh — China — India — Myanmar Economic Corridor by taking advantage of
international transport routes, relying on core cities along the Belt and Road and
using key economic industrial parks as cooperation platforms. Minority areas
should take full advantage of the market resources in the countries along the Belt
and the Road; and give full play to the opening — up infrastructure along the
frontier to undertake industrial transfer from east and central China, and from a-
broad. We should give full play to foreign trade through enhancing foreign trade
system construction. We should expand trading areas in fair among the inhabit-
ants of border areas, improve trade structure, encourage self — produce produc-
tion export, and explore new growth areas of trade to strengthen the ego — devel-
opment capacity. Minority areas should take full advantage of location, industri-
al base, ecological environment and complementary with adjacent neighbor
countries to promote the development of characteristic economy, so as to explore
the international market and to integrate the agricultural and animal products with
the world market. Moreover, minority areas should cooperate with the devel-
oped region of China by transportation infrastructure construction to give full
play of the special endowment advantage of minority areas to promote economic
growth. Minority areas should participate in the cooperate of industrial park with
the developed region of China to achieve great — leap — forward development.
Financial integration is an important underpinning for implementing the Belt
and Road Initiative. Minority areas should give full play of finance support of fi-
nance institution like Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and Silk Road Fund
to quicken the transportation infrastructure construction and achieve economic
growth. We should enhance the financial organizational system and financial
policy gradually to support private capital to provide financial service through es-
tablishing joint stock bank and village bank. We should bring the financial serv-

ice provided by private capital into public service to impel subsidy policy to pro-

6
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mote the construction of village public financial service system by encouraging
the establishment of safety mechanism, Security Company, loan and trust com-
pany, Futures Company, financial lease company and Fund Company. We
should build financial infrastructure and build financial internet to decrease the
villages with no financial institution and enhance the operation situation of vil-
lage financial institution to promote inclusive finance development.

We should emphasize on carrying forward the spirit of friendly cooperation
of the Silk Road to achieve people — to — people bond. We should enhance coop-
eration in and expand the scale of tourism. We should jointly create competitive
international tourist routes and products with Silk Road features; and make it
more convenient to apply for tourist visa in countries along the Belt and Road.
Minority areas should give full play of featured resource to create cultural
tourism production, so as to establish the minority areas as an important distribu-
ting centre of international tourism and a famous world tourism destination to
promote the integration of tourism and cultural industry. China should provide
more assistance to the countries along the Belt and Road to promote the commu-

nicatiop and trade along the Belt and Road.
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