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Stage One 1
BB =amxomms

Unit 1

Directions: Read the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A ,
B, Cor D. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET 1. (40 points)
2% Text 1

The need for a surgical operation, especially an emergency operation, almost always
comes as a severe shock to the patient and his family. Despite modern advances, most people
still have an irrational fear of hospitals and anaesthetics. Patients do not often believe they real-
ly need surgery — cutting into a part of the body as opposed to treatment with drugs.

In the early years of this century there was little specialization in surgery. A good surgeon
was capable of performing almost every operation that had been devised up to that time. Today
the situation is different. Operations are now being carried out that were not even dreamed of
fifty years ago. The heart can be safely opened and its valves repaired. Clogged blood vessels
can be cleaned out, and broken ones mended or replaced. A lung, the whole stomach, or even
part of the brain can be removed which still permits the patient to live a comfortable and sati-
sfactory life. However, not every surgeon wants to, or is qualified to carry out every type of
modern operation,

The scope of surgery has increased remarkably in this century. Its safety has increased,
too. Deaths from most operations are about 2% of what they were in 1910 and surgery has
been extended in many directions, for example to certain types of birth defects in newborn ba-
bies, and, at the other end of the scale, to life-saving operations for the octogenarian. The
hospital stay after surgery has been shortened to as little as a week for most major operations.
Most patients are out of bed on the day after an operation and may be back at wark in two or
three weeks.

Many developments in modem surgery are almost incredible. They include the replacement
of damaged blood vessels with simulated ones made of plastic; the replacement of heart valves
with plastic substitutes; the transplanting of tissues such as the lens of the eye; the invention of
the artificial kidney to clean the blood of poisons at regular intervals and development of heart
and lung machines to keep patients alive during very long operations. All these things open a




hopeful vista for the future of surgery.

One of the most revolutionary areas of modern surgery is that of organ transplants. Until a
few years ago, no person, except an identical twin, was able to accept into his body the tis-
sues of another person without reacting against them and eventually killing them. Recently,
however, it has been discovered that with the use of X-rays and special drugs, it is possible to
graft tissues from one person to another which will survive for periods of a year or more. Kid-
neys have been successfully transplanted between non-identical twins. Heart and lung transpla-
nts have been reasonably successful in animals, though rejection problems in humans have yet
to be solved.

“Spare parts” surgery, the simple routine replacement of all worn-out organs by new
ones, is still a dream of the distant future. As yet, surgery is not ready for such miracles. In
the meantime, you can be happy if your doctor says to you, “Yes, I think it is possible to oper-
ate on you for this condition,”

" 1.Surgeons in the early years of this century, compared with modem ones,

[A]had less to learn about surgery [Blneeded more knowledge

[C]could perform every operation known today [ D]were more trusted by their patients
2. Modern surgeons .

[A]do not like to perform operations of the new type

[ B]are not as highly qualified as the older ones

[C]are obliged to specialize more than their predecessors

[D]often perform operations which are not really needed
3.Today, compared with 1910,

[Alfive times fewer patients die after being operated on

[B]20% fewer of all operation patients die

[C]20% of all operation patients recover

[ D]operation deaths have increased by 20%
4.“Spare parts” surgery )

[ Alhas become true [ B]will be available in the near future

[Clis only possible for animals [ D]has been replaced by modern drug treatments
5.The author’s attitude toward modem surgery may be described as .

[ Al contemptuous [ Bappreciative [ C]disappointed [ D]satirical
3¢ Text 2

Federal efforts to aid minority businesses began in the 1960’ s when the Small Business Ad-
ministration( SBA) began making federally guaranteed loans and government- sponsored manage-
ment and technical assistance available to minority business enterprises. While this program en-
abled many minority entrepreneurs to form new businesses, the results were disappointing,
since managerial inexperience, unfavorable locations, and capital shortages led to high failure
rates. Even 15 years after the program was implemented, minority business receipts were not



quite two percent of the national economy’s total receipts.

Recently federal policymakers have adopted an approach intended to accelerate develop-
ment of the minority business sector by moving away from directly aiding small minority enter-
prises and toward supporting larger, growth-oriented minority firms through intermediary com-
panies. In this approach, large corporations participate in the development of successful and
stable minority businesses by making use of government-sponsored venture capital. The capital
is used by a participating company to establish a Minority Enterprise Small Business Investient
Company of MESBIC. The MESBIC then provides capital and guidance to minority businesses
that have potential to become future suppliers of customers of the sponsoring company .

MESBIC’ s are the result of the belief that providing established firms with easier access to
relevant management techniques and more job-specific experience, as well as substantial amou-
nts of capital, gives those firms a greater opportunity to develop sound business foundations
than does simply making general management experience and small amounts of capital avail-
able . Further, since potential markets for the minority businesses already exist through the
sponsoring companies, the minority businesses face considerably less risk in terms of location
and market fluctuations. Following early financial and operating problems, sponsoring corpora-
tions began to capitalize MESBIC’s far above the legal minimum of $ 500,000 in order to gen-
erate sufficient income and to sustain the quality of management needed. MESBIC s are now
emerging as increasingly important financing sources for minority enterprises.

Ironically, MESBIC staffs, which usually consist of Hispanic and Black professionals, tend
to approach investments in minority firms more pragmatically than do many MESBIC directors,
who are usually senior managers from sponsoring corporations. The latter often still think ma-
inly in terms of the “social responsibility approach” and thus seem to prefer deals that are riski-
er and less attractive than normal investment criteria would warrant. Such differences in view-
point have produced uneasiness among many minority staff members, who feel that minority
entrepreneurs and businesses should be judged by established business considerations. These
staff members believe their point of view is closer to the original philosophy of MESBIC' s and
they are concerned that, unless a more prudent course is followed, MESBIC directors may re-
vert to policies likely to recreate the disappointing results of the original SBA approach.

1. Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage?

[A]The use of MESBIC' s for aiding minority entrepreneurs seems to have greater potential
for success than does the original SBA approach.

[B]There is a crucial difference in point of view between the staff and directors of some
MIESBIC’ s.

[C]After initial problems with management and marketing, minority businesses have begun
to expand at a steady rate.

[ D]Minority entrepreneurs wishing to from new businesses now have several equally success-
ful federal programs on which to rely.



2. According to the passage, the MESBIC approach differs from the SBA approach in that MES-
BIC’s
_A]seek federal contracts to provide markets for minority businesses
[ Blencourage minority businesses to provide markets for other minority businesses
| Clatterapt to maintain a specified rate of growth in the minority business sector
[ D]rely on the participation of large corporations to finance minority businesses
3. Which of the following statements about the SBA program can be inferred from the passage?
[A]The maximum term for loans made to recipient businesses was 15 years.
[ B]Business loans were considered to be more useful to recipient businesses than was man-
agement and technical assistance.
[ C]The anticipated failure rate for recipient businesses was significantly lower than the rate
that actually resulted.
[ D]Recipient businesses were encouraged to relocate to areas more favorable for business
development.
4. The author refers to the “ financial and operating problems ” encountered by
MESBIC's primarily in orderto .
[Albroaden the scope of the discussion to include the legal considerations of funding MES-
BIC’s through sponsoring companies
[ B]call attention to the fact that MESBIC’ s must receive adequate funding in order to func-
tion effectively
[C]show that sponsoring companies were willing to invest only $ 500,000 of government-
spon-sored venture capital in the original MESBIC’ S
[D]compare SBA and MESBIC limits on minimum funding
5.1t can be inferred from the passage that the attitude of some MESBIC staff members toward
the investments preferred by some MESBIC directors can be best described as .
[ A]disappointing [ Blindifferent [ Clshocked [ D]defensive
¥& Text 3

A recent study found that more than one-third of recently published articles produced by
University of Massachusetts scientists had one or more authors who stood to make money from
the results they were reporting. That is, they were patent holders, or had some relationship,
for example, as board members, to a company that would exploit the results. The financial in-
terests of these authors were not mentioned in the publications. If patents are needed to protect
public knowledge fromvprivate claims, then simply have the publicly funded patent holders put
their patents in the public domain or charge no fee for use.

In another case, financial institutions donated a very large sum to a Canadian university
economics department to study “the effects of high taxation on productivity.” The results may
influence government policy. In such cases, the public and its political decision-makers get in-
formation only of a certain kind, because there is no private, well-funded foundation called The
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Consortium of Single Mothers on Welfare that bestows similar massive funding to discover the
effects of poverty on the development of children. Public policy decisions should be based on a
variety of sources of information, but the privatization of research means that one point of view
~— guess who’s? — will tend to prevail. Publicly funded science, though far from perfectly
serving all interests, has at least a chance of serving more.

Even philanthropic groups can and sometimes do skew research and teaching. The Tem-
pleton Foundation, for example, offers awards to those who offer courses on science and reli-
gion. I teach such a course myself and feel the temptation to seek one of their awards. It seems
innocent enough; after all, I am already teaching the course and they are not telling me what I
have to believe. Moreover, they will put $ 5,000 in my pocket and give another $ 5,000 to my
chronically underfunded department. Everybody wins, so why say no?

There are several reasons. First, it skews the curriculum. A department might well offer a
Templeton-type course because they need the money, when what their students need is a regu-
lar philosophy of religion or philosophy of science course ( perhaps offering both in alternate
years) .

Second, although the Templeton Foundation does not prohibit atheists from winning their
awards, they do insist that a certain type of literature be covered, namely, literature that sym-
pa-thetically explores the science-religion connection. Top scientists are overwhelmingly non-
believers, yet the material in a typical Templeton course gives the students the misleading im-
pression that science and religion are in nearly perfect harmony and disagreements are merely
over details. Sound pedagogy is sacrificed, thanks to privately controlled funding.

Third, it is a degrading step down a slippery slope. If religious foundations can fund sci-
ence and religion courses, then why can racist foundations not fund race and IQ courses?
(They already fund racist research.) Even if they do not tell us what the course content must
be, their courses give respectability and credence to views which merit neither. (It is a naive
educator who believes that students may be presented with rival views and then be left to make
up their own minds.) Philanthropy without strings is an unqualified blessing. But when it
comes with its own axe to grind, then we had better say no.
1.1t is implied in the passage that

[A]more than one-third of scientists in universities are patent holders
[Blfew private institutions are willing to fund the research only beneficial to the public
[C] public policy decisions should not be based on the information provided by privately
funded research
[ D]scientists rarely have financial connections with private companies
2. Privately controlled funding .
[Alis rather beneficial for an underfunded university
[ Blis likely to serve all interests
[Clrarely offers awards to top scientists because most of them are atheists
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[DJtends to be somewhat harmful to the regular research and teaching of a university
3.The author’s attitude toward the fund to research and teaching offered by religious founda-
tions is .
[ Alpositive [ B]negative
[ C]objective [ D]indifferent
4. Philanthropic groups .
[ Alare merely interested in funding literature courses
[ B]usually fund science and religion courses without strings 4
[ Clhardly fund university courses without strings
[D]never offer awards to scientists
5. In the last sentence of the passage, the phrase “with its own axe to grind” probably means to

[Alput its own efforts into it
[ B]make its own axe sharper for cutting things
[ Clhave private and selfish reasons for its actions
[ D]interfere into sth.
¢ Text 4

Intelligence test scores follow an approximately normal distribution, meaning that most
people score near the middle of the distribution of scores and that scores drop off fairly rapidly
in frequency as one moves in either direction from the centre. For example, on the IQ scale,
about 70 and 130. Put another way, only one out of 20 scores differs from the average IQ (100)
by more than 30 points.

It has been common to associate certain levels of IQ with labels. For example, at the up-
per end, the label “gifted” is sometimes assigned to people with IQs over a certain point, such
as 130. And at the lower end, mental retardation has been classified into different degrees de-
pending upon IQ, so that, for example, IQs of 70 - 84 have been classified as borderline retard-
ed, IQs of 55 - 69 as mildly retarded, IQs of 40 — 54 as moderately retarded, IQs of 25 - 39 as
severely retarded, and IQs below 25 as profoundly retarded. Labeling schemes like these, how-
ever, have pitfalls and are in some ways dangerous.

First, the labels assume that conventional intelligence tests provide sufficient information
to classify someone as either gifted, on the one hand, or mentally retarded, on the other. But
most authorities would agree that this assumption is almost certainly false. Conventional intelli-
gence tests are useful in providing information about some people some of the time, but the in-
formation they provide is about a fairly narrow range of abilities. To label someone as mentally
retarded solely on the basis of a single test score is to risk doing a potentially great disservice
and injustice to that person. Most psychologists and other authorities recognize that scores as
well as strictly intellectual skills are important in classifying a person as retarded. If a person
adapts well to the environment, then it seems inappropriate to refer to that person as mentally




retarded, a term with inescapably pejorative connotations.

Second, giftedness is generally recognized as more than just a degree of intelligence, even
broadly defined. Most psychologists who have studied gifted persons agree that a variety of as-
pects make up giftedness. Howard E. Gruber, the Swiss psychologist, believes that giftedness
unfolds over the course of a lifetime and involves achievement at least as much as intelligence .
Gifted people, he contends, have life plans that they seek to realize, and these plans develop
over the course of many years. To measure giftedness merely in terms of a single test score
would be, for Gruber, a trivialization of the concept.

Third, a given test score can mean different things to different people. An IQ score for a
person who has grown up in a ghetto home and gone to an inadequate school does not have the
same meaning as the same IQ score for someone who has grown up in an upper-middle-class

suburban environment and gone to a well-endowed school. An IQ score also does not mean the
same thing for a person whose first language is not English but who takes a test in English, as
it does for a native English-speaker. Another factor is that some people are “test-anxious” and
may do poorly on almost any standardized test. Based on these and similar drawbacks, it has
come to be believed generally that scores have to be interpreted carefully on an individual ba-
sis.

Psychologists now believe that 1Q represents only a part of intelligence, and intelligence is
only one factor in both retardation and giftedness. Earlier rigid concepts in the field of intelli-
gence measurement, which led to labeling, have had undesirable effects. The growth of a more
recent concept, the malleability of intelligence, has also served to discredit labeling .

1. The underlined expression normal distribution in the first sentence of this passage most prob-
ably means .
[ Alordinary statistics [ B]probability curve
[ C]probability theory [D]expected scattering
2.The author believes that conventional intelligence tests can provide
[ A]sufficient information to measure the level of an individual’s intelligence
[ Bsufficient information to classify an individual as either gifted or mentally retarded
[ Clsome useful information to measure some aspects of a person’s intelligence
[ D]some useful information to judge an individual’s ability to adapt to the environment
3.1t has come to be believed generally that .
[Alan individual with a high 1Q score is certainly gifted
[Blan individual with a low IQ score must be mentally retarded
[Clan individual with a high IQ score may be no less mentally retarded than one with a low
1Q score
[D]IQ scores are influenced by various factors
4. The proper title for this passage should be
[ AlIntelligence Test Scores
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i B]The Distribution of 1Q Scores
{ C]The Association of IQ Scores with Labels
{ D]The Undesirable Effects of Intelligence Measurement
5. Which of the following sentences can not explain the reason why intelligence test alone can-
not show the people’s gift?
[ A]A variety of aspects make up giftedness.
| BJA given test score can mean different things to different people.
| C]The people in the tests may have different languages as their first languages.
[ D]Most people score near the middle of the distribution of scores.

Directions: Read the following text carefully and then translate the underlined segments into
Chinese. Your translation should be written clearly on ANSWER SHEET 2. ( 10
points)

¥¢ Text 5

(1)The earliest controversies about the relationship between photography and art centered
on whether photograph’s fidelity to appearances and dependence on a machine allowed it to be
a fine art as distinct from merely a practical art. Throughout the nineteenth century, the de-
fence of photography was identical with the struggle to establish it as a fine art. (2)Against the
charge that photography was a soulless, mechanical copying of reality, photographers asserted
that it was instead a privileged way of seeing, a revolt against commonplace vision, and no less
worthy an art than painting.

Ironically, now that photography is securely established as a fine art, many photographers
find it pretentious or irrelevant to label it as such. Serious photographers variously claim to be
finding, recording, impartially observing, witnessing events, exploring themselves — anything
. but making works of art. They are no longer willing to debate whether photography is or is not
a fine art, except to proclaim that their own work is not involved with art. (3)It shows the ex-
tent to which they simply take for granted the concept of art imposed by the triumph of Mode-
mism: the better the art, the more subversive it is of the traditional aims of art.

(4)Photographers’ disclaimers of any interest in making art tell us more about the harried
status of the contemporary notion of art than about whether photography is or is not art. For
example, those photographers who suppose that, by taking pictures, they are getting away
from the pretensions of art as exemplified by painting remind us of those Abstract Expressionist
painters who imagined they were getting away from the intellectual austerity of classical Mode-
mist painting by concentrating on the physical act of painting. Much of photography’s prestige
today derives from the convergence of its aims with those of recent art, particularly with the
dismissal of abstract art implicit in the phenomenon of Pop painting during the 1960° . Appreci-
ating photographs is a relief to sensibilities tired of the mental exertions demanded by abstract
art. Classical Modernist painting — that is, abstract art as developed in different ways by Pic-
asso, Kandinsky, and Matisse — presuppose highly developed skills of looking and a familiarity




with other paintings and the history of art Photography, like Pop painting, reassures viewers
that art is not hard; photography seems to be more about its subjects than about art.

Photography, however, has developed all the anxieties and self-consciousness of a classic

Modernist art. (5)Many professionals privately have begun to worry that the promotion of pho-
tography as an activity subversive of the traditional pretensions of art has gone so far that the

public will forget that photography is a distinctive and exalted activity — in short, an art.
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proach, large corporations participate in the development of successful and stable minori-
ty businesses by making use of government-sponsored venture capital. . SBA %5 &1 % 3k75
BB HT EHER B, T MESBIC & B K4 Bl M3 5B DR R A 5, tiit ]
HMER DRERNAIS SR BRES N HERER, BERA“FREFBFLS Y
AL BRBER AR BETSF BB —F 5 DR RN B — 4 SR 4l 3
BEMG TSR RG R FHAER. B8 C BN PBRES AT —FHK
FHAER.

MEFAN. XT SBANM AR PEXEFEE, BHMELRNENREIH, &8
AR L4 recipient business A SEEIAR K 15 467, BRCEEE] 15 4, HI5H9E SBA
DI REHESTHI I 1A] (Even 15 years after the program was implemented) , 4412, X% B
“X{ recipient business UL, SRR LA HARXHENH R, B —BS—h)iEh .
(SBA)began making federally guaranteed loans and govemment-sponsored management



